The Bulletin
A monthly newsletter of Temple Bnai Israel

January 2022
Tevet 5782 - Sh’vat 5782
112 years strong!

We are an open and welcoming community that blends Jewish traditions with modern life.

TEMPLE BNAI ISRAEL NEW COVID GUIDELINES
GOING INTO EFFECT JANUARY 14, 2022
Effective January 14, 2022, ALL persons over the age of five entering the
synagogue for Temple events must furnish evidence of full vaccination
(currently defined as two shots of Moderna or Pfizer, or one shot of Johnson &
Johnson) either before attendance or at the door. Masks are required. See page 9
for the full new guidelines, including guidelines regarding the sharing of food.
Evidence can be provided in advance to the Temple Office in one of the following ways:
1) Email a scan or photograph of your physical Vaccine Card to office@templebnaiisrael.org
2) Mail a copy or picture of your physical Vaccine Card to Temple Bnai Israel, P.O. Box 61,
Willimantic, CT 06226
3) Bring your Vaccine Card to the Temple Office in person (call 860-423-3743 and speak to
Jackie before you do this)
4) Use the instructions below to obtain a Digital Covid Vaccine Card from the State of
Connecticut and either mail, email or bring it in person as above.
All evidence of vaccination provided to the Temple will be kept in a secure, permanent file.
In order to enter the synagogue for a Temple event, your name must be on the list of people
who have provided evidence of vaccination or you must provide this evidence at the door.
Call or email Jackie at the Temple Office with any questions or concerns at 860-423-3743, or
office@templebnaiisrael.org.
Instructions to obtain your Digital Covid Vaccine card / QR code:
1. Log into: https://ctwiz.dph.ct.gov/ctwiz_public/Application/PublicPortal
2. Fill out your information, choose how to receive your access code (email or text),
then click SEARCH.
3. Once access code is entered, your digital Covid Vaccine Card will appear along
with your QR code (for scanning by establishments at entry points).
You can download the digital card by clicking on the options at the top of
the page.
You can save the digital card as a picture, a PDF file, take a screenshot,
print it out, or any other method you prefer, and show it / scan it upon
entering an establishment.
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JANUARY SAVE THE DATES:
Sunday, January 2nd at 3:00 PM - Intention Setting for the New
Year with Hillary Stern and Marc Kronisch - See page 11
Sunday, January 9th at 3:00 PM - Why “People of the Book”:
Reading and Writing as Jews, with Faye Ringel - See page 10
Sunday, January 16th at 3:00 PM - Make Friends, Read New Plays!
with Anne Flammang - See page 10
Sunday, January 16th at 5:00 PM - Tu BiShvat Seder - See page 7
Saturday, January 29th at 5:15 PM - Service & Service (& Dinner)
- See Rabbinic Reflections, page 4

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Peter Malinow

Jewish traditions provide multiple opportunities to reflect, times for self-assessment, for
looking inward to consider altering the way we behave.
When we turn the page with the rest of the world on January 1st, to start 2022, we have yet
another chance to reflect and change. Have we been “naughty or nice”? Have we made
resolutions? Do we find the same items on our list year after year? Have these last two
extraordinary years affected the hopes we have? Have they sharpened our concerns for others?
Can we be more tolerant and understanding? How much should we respect individual freedom
when it affects the common good?
This last year has been consequential for our Bnai Israel community. Despite the pandemic,
we have reached deeply into our reserve of tradition, values and ethics:
We celebrated two members becoming bnai mitzvot.
We demonstrated for a more rational energy policy.
We participated in an Interfaith Thanksgiving Service and a fundraising “Walk for
Warmth”.
We provided material support for a newly-arrived Afghan family, as well as food, clothing,
and toys for the Soup Kitchen and the No Freeze Shelter.
We have agreed to serve as an overflow site for the No Freeze Shelter during the harshest
days of winter.
We enjoyed lighting Hanukkah candles together, along with crafts, dreidel and warm
conversation, in person, at the temple.
Our services and educational programs have continued.
We are “the little engine that could”. Not bad….
As we get ready to prepare our next personal list, consider the session being planned by
Hillary Stern and Mark Kronish, “Intention Setting for the New Year”, which will be offered on
January 2, 2022 (see page 11). What better way to begin a year of personal growth and communal
development?
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RABBINIC REFLECTIONS

Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz
Service and Service (and Dinner)

Tikkun Olam – Repairing the World – making it more just, healthy,
loving, and peaceful – is a core part of many of our Jewish identities, what
we think Judaism is all about. That activist sense is partly grounded, as
actions often are, in stories we tell ourselves.
One of those stories is the Exodus story we read in the Torah readings
this month. That’s a story of our own experience of oppression; an
oppression repeated in various forms throughout the ages, leading to a
sense of solidarity with the oppressed of all time. It’s also a story of our liberation, instilling in us
a joyful sense of the possibility of liberation in every age.
Another core story of tikkun olam is the story first told by Rabbi Isaac Luria in the 16th
century, of a cosmic explosion or shattering at the time of Creation that left the universe
existentially broken, but with sparks of the divine light hidden everywhere, waiting to be revealed.
For Rabbi Luria, liberating those sparks is the work of tikkun olam. (The story overlaps with
other kabbalist metaphors for the world’s brokenness that needs repair – metaphors of the “exile
of the Shechinah” or the apparent separation of the “Holy One, Blessed be He” and the
“Shechinah.”) Luria’s story became central to forms of Judaism from right to left. Hassidism
embraces the story as a call to cosmic/spiritual tikkun/repair. Progressive Judaism embraces it as
a call to this-worldly/spiritual repair.
It’s so central, in fact, that it’s struck me as odd that it’s barely affected Judaism’s ritual practice.
When we switched from a central story of God being with us through dwelling in “His House,”
the Temple, to a story of God being with us through the divine Word in Torah, our mode of
practice also fundamentally changed. Why didn’t it change with the adoption of the Tikkun Olam
story? What would a Shabbat ritual with Tikkun Olam at its center look like? And is another core
story emerging, one that might be called “the Commanding Face,” a story told in different ways by
the philosophers Martin Buber and Emmanuel Levinas, about God being present in the call of the
face of the other, demanding our loving response?
Those are the questions I put to the Ritual Committee a bit over a year ago. This month we’re
happy to share a first draft of an answer with the congregation. We hope you’ll join us the
afternoon of Saturday, January 29th for a Shabbat celebration we’re calling “Service and
Service (and Dinner).”
The committee studied those “core stories” about the divine sparks and the calling face.
Those led them to explore teachings by Rabbi Jonathan Sacks about “covenantal love,” which they
came to view as a “core value” that went along with those core stories. We also studied the
relatively small ways that the Tikkun Olam story (and related Shechinah stories) did influence
religious practice.
Our studies led us to construct the Service & Service that we’ll lead on January 29th. It
Continued next page
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RABBINIC REFLECTIONS (CONT.)

Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz

involves rituals that are both rooted in tradition and innovative. Our ritual will emphasize the call
of the divine sparks in the world around us, including in the faces of others, and our answering
the call. We’ll answer with both spiritual tikkun that sees and acknowledges holiness and unity
and, after Havdalah, physical tikkun of service that helps let the divine spark in the impoverished
folks among us shine more brightly. (As of this writing, we haven’t finalized what that physical
tikkun olam activity will be.) The latter is the second “service” of “Service & Service.” We’ll
conclude with a dinner to be shared following the new Covid rules explained elsewhere in this
Bulletin, because over the last few years, the Ritual Committee has concluded that not only is
eating together fun and engaging, it’s one of the most spiritual activities we can do.
We’d love to have a large group join us and we’d love to get your feedback afterwards. We’ll
be presenting Service & Service at the Reconstructionist Convention in March and would like to
have done a round of tweaking based on your feedback on this “first draft” by then.
Again, please join us for the inaugural Service & Service (& Dinner) on January 29th at
5:15 PM. It will be our only Shabbat gathering that Saturday.

TORAH READINGS FOR JANUARY 2022

Tevet 5782 - Sh’vat 5782

SATURDAY, JANUARY 1
28 TEVET, 5782
Parashat Va’era
Exodus 6:2 - 9:35
This year: 8:16 - 9:35
Haftarah: Isaiah 38:9-21

SATURDAY, JANUARY 8
6 SH’VAT, 5782
Parashat Bo
Exodus 10:1 - 13:16
This year: 12:29 - 13:16
Haftarah: Isaiah 20:2 - 21:12

SATURDAY, JANUARY 15
13 SH’VAT, 5782
Parashat B’shalah
Exodus 13:17 - 17:16
This year: 14:26 - 17:16
Haftarah: Judges 5:1-31

SATURDAY, JANUARY 22
20 SH’VAT, 5782
Parashat Yitro
Exodus 18:1 - 20:23
This year: 19:1 - 20:23
Haftarah: Isaiah 6:1-13
SATURDAY, JANUARY 29
27 SH’VAT, 5782
Parashat Mishpatim
Exodus 21:1 - 24:18
This year: 23:20 - 24:18
Haftarah: Malachi 2:10 - 3:1
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JANUARY SERVICES AND CELEBRATIONS
Please note Zoom and In-person availability for each week!
9:30 AM
Bagel & Bible - Zoom only
Saturday, January 1, 2022
Jewry Duty Participant(s): NONE

Please sign up and help us make minyan!
Friday, January 7, 2022
7:00 PM
Shabbat Service - In Person & by Zoom
Jewry Duty Participant(s): NONE

Please sign up and help us make minyan!
Saturday, January 8, 2022
10:00 AM Forever Young Shabbat Service - Zoom only
Jewry Duty Participant(s): Faye Ringel
Two more Jewry Duty participants appreciated.
Friday, January 14, 2022
6:15 PM
T.G.I. Shabbes - In Person & By Zoom
Jewry Duty Participant(s): Anne Willenborg
Roberta Schwane
Jill Marocchini
Saturday, January 15, 2022
10:00 AM Shabbat Service - Zoom Only
Jewry Duty Participant(s): NONE

Please sign up and help us make minyan!
Friday, January 21, 2022
7:30 PM
Tikkun Olam vaNefesh Service - Zoom Only
Jewry Duty Participant(s): Marjorie Golden-Mossberg
Hillary Stern & Marc Kronisch
One more Jewry Duty participant appreciated.
Saturday, January 22, 2022
10:00 AM Shabbat Service - Zoom only
Jewry Duty Participant(s): Paul & Annette Shapiro
Two more Jewry Duty participants appreciated.
Friday, January 28, 2022
10:00 AM Shabbes Dinner Together, Virtually - Zoom only
Jewry Duty Participant(s): Mona & Todd Friedland
Sheila Amdur
One more Jewry Duty participant appreciated.
Service & Service (& Dinner) - In Person, 1st Service
Saturday, January 29, 2022
5:15 PM also by Zoom - For details, see Rabbinic Reflections,
pages 4 and 5
Jewry Duty Participant(s): Rita Pollack
Two more Jewry Duty participants appreciated.

Are you able to fill any of the Jewry Duty openings listed above? Please sign up on
LOTSA ( lotsahelpinghands.com ) or email the office: office@templebnaiisrael.org
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TEMPLE FAMILY NEWS
Hamakom yenachem - Condolences

המקום ינחם

To Rochelle Marcus on the passing of her grandmother, Bernice Pinsky.
To the family of Edith Prague. In her many roles, in and out of state
government, Edith passionately and powerfully shared her love for the people
of our area and our state.
May their memories be a source of strength and a blessing.

BAGEL & BIBLE IN JANAURY

Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz

A big frog, entertaining midrash, and the question of what to do with a wrathful God. Even
though it’s really connected to the 2nd third of the Torah portion (not this year’s 3rd third), we’ll
read a condensed version of “Drishat Shalom: A Peace Commentary on Parashat Va’era” by Rav
Jeremy’s teacher Ari Elon, which features all of these topics.

T.G.I. SHABBES IN JANUARY

Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz

T.G.I.Shabbes will be in-person in accordance with the new Covid rules (see p. 13)
(unless we need to change them) on Friday, January 14th at 6:15 PM! Those who wish to
participate on Zoom might want to join for the teaching component of the evening at
around 6:35 PM. As always, the wine will not be Manischewitz, the socializing will be fun, and
we’ll learn a little about/from a song. This month’s song comes from the Turkish Jewish tradition
of “bakashot,” Shabbat morning songs influenced by the collaborations of Jewish and Sufi
musicians at the Sultan’s court.

TU BISHVAT SEDER

Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz

Sunday, January 16, 2022 at 5:00 PM
On this “New Year of the Tress,” celebrate the Tree of Life as it’s made manifest in “Four
Worlds” from the physically embodied to the spaceless, timeless realm of pure possibility. Join us
in person for this seder of fruits, wines, song.
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TIKKUN OLAM COMMITTEE

Merle Potchinsky, Chair

Our committee was pleased to sponsor the erev Shabbat service for Shabbat Vayigash last
month as an opportunity to reinforce our Jewish connection to our work repairing the world.
With the help of Rav Jeremy, we drew from the story of Joseph bringing Egypt into a feudalistic
society and of the practice of Shmita, letting the land rest. We practiced recognizing that we have
enough, and to let our productivity be as we entered into Shabbat rest. We also expressed that
we’ve HAD enough, enough of ignoring injustices in our communities and our world and enough
of ravaging our planet through climate change and other environmental catastrophes. Now is the
time to commit to doing. We sent out information for two actions that we can commit to doing
after Shabbat which included: Helping our neighbors at the No Freeze shelter and the Covenant
Soup Kitchen, and also contacting our Senators to ask them to boldly support the Build Back
Better bill currently being debated, which will invest in a more just, green economy.
We will be planning the next HIAS Refugee Shabbat with our Jewish Federation partners to
continue to recognize and work towards relieving the plight of refugees. Please join us at our next
Tikkun Olam meeting on January 9th at 9:30 AM over Zoom if you are interested in helping to
plan that service or if you have ideas to share. Look out for new climate change actions that may
be coming up as we continue to connect with regional partners and Dayenu.
For more information about the Tikkun Olam Committee and how you can get involved,
please contact Merle at jermerle@att.net.

CARING COMMITTEE - Caring For Each Other In Times Of Need
Fran Jaffe
860.228.2390
franjaffe@earthlink.net

Ellie Shane
860.428.5392
eshane01@charter.net

Thanks to Carol Kraus, Debbie Stoloff and Shoshana Levinson, our leaders in December.
January leaders are Sheila Amdur and Margie Mossberg. Ellie is in Florida for the winter but I
should be around if anyone has questions or concerns.
As I mentioned a few weeks ago, we have coverage through April and Susan needs a partner
for May. If you find that your calendar allows you to sign up for any months from then onward,
please let me know.
If you know of anyone who may need our help, please call our monthly leaders, Rav Jeremy,
or one of the committee co-chairs, Fran Jaffe and Ellie Shane.
I hope this winter will continue to be kind to us. I wish you all a healthy and joyous new year.
Fran
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TEMPLE BNAI ISRAEL UPDATED COVID POLICY AND PROTOCOLS
The following guidelines go into full effect January 14, 2022 and are subject to change as the
Covid pandemic develops.
Temple policy re: gatherings and food will observe the following procedures:
1. Signs will be posted on the doors indicating that:
• Entry is only for vaccinated person for any Temple event or visit.
• Masks are required at all times, except as outlined in guideline 2.
2. Masks will be worn at all services and events with social distancing maintained, with these
exceptions:
a. For Temple services or member gatherings, food may be served with the following
requirements:
i. Portions will be individualized, either wrapped or placed on plates.
ii. Wine, grape juice and beverages will be individually served by one or two
servers.
iii. No communal handling of food or drinks will take place.
iv. It is acceptable to use non-disposable dishes, cutlery and glasses, but they
must be washed immediately after the event and put away. This is responsibility of those on Jewry duty. For other gatherings, the committee in
charge of the event is responsible.
v. Social distancing will be observed. Masks will be worn at all times except
while eating.
3. For events at which the public can participate (e.g., the Chili Cook-off), people who have not
already demonstrated proof of vaccination will have to show that they are vaccinated. This
will be done at the entry door and will be widely publicized before the event. Those in
charge of the event shall outline for the Program Chair how they will manage both checking
for vaccinations and also for any food that may be served. Events in which the public can
participate will follow the protocol outlined for Temple services.
4. Anyone entering the Temple for religious services, visits, or gatherings of any kind must be
fully vaccinated (defined as anyone who has received two of either Pfizer or Moderna shots,
or the Johnson & Johnson vaccination). This applies to children and adults, 5 years of age
or older. No exceptions will be allowed. A master list will be maintained of those who have
already shown proof of vaccination. Only those who have not yet provided this information will have to produce their vaccination card before entering the Temple.
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“THE PEOPLE OF THE BOOK” ZOOM SERIES

Faye Ringel

January is a great time to stay indoors, read books, and listen to audiobooks or podcasts.
January also marks the start of the Temple’s Zoom presentations relating to the theme of “The
People of the Book.”
On Sunday, January 9th at 3:00 PM, Faye Ringel will kick off this series of cultural programs
with “Why ‘People of the Book’: Reading and Writing as Jews,” looking at Jews as creators and
consumers of literature, especially secular fiction and poetry, from ancient times to the present.
How have Jews interacted with the non-Jewish literary cultures in which we have found ourselves?
Dr. Ringel, Professor Emerita of English at the U.S. Coast Guard Academy, will examine themes
of assimilation, Jewish identity, and the question of languages from the Roman Empire through
the 21st Century. And all in one hour! See below for the second event in this series taking place
on January 16th.
The series will continue in February and March with a focus on Jewish women writing in the
genres of the fantastic. On Sunday, February 6th at 3:00 PM, Faye will introduce the role of Jews
in fantasy, science fiction, horror, and comics. On Sunday, February 20th at 7:00 PM (note the
evening time), author and professor Dr. Gillian Polack of Canberra, Australia will speak about her
many novels of fantasy and science fiction that draw on her scholarship in Medieval literature and
Jewish history and legend. Her recent Jewish-themed novels include The Wizardry of Jewish Women
and The Green Children Help Out. A year ago, Dr. Polack was honored by the Australian Science
Fiction Foundation with the 2020 A. Bertram Chandler Award, given for “Outstanding
Achievement in Australian Science Fiction”
On Sunday, March 20th at 7:00 PM, author Barbara Krasnoff of New York will speak on her
transformation of Jewish legend and family history in her fantasy novel-in-stories The History of
Soul 2065.
Questions and comments are encouraged, and all are invited. This series is co-sponsored by
the Eastern Connecticut Chapter of Hadassah.

MAKE FRIENDS, READ NEW PLAYS!

Hillary Stern

What do you do when you love new plays but can't get to New York to see them? You start a
new play reading group in a little red barn, of course! That's exactly what Temple member Anne
Flammang did six years ago, and what started as casual gatherings among friends has become an
enterprise that requires actors, directors, stage managers, and a dozen volunteers to read hundreds
of submissions every year--all on a budget of zero dollars! It's a little zany, a little terrifying, and a
lot of fun. On Sunday, January 16th at 3:00 PM, Anne invites you to join her and a few of her
Depot friends over Zoom to discuss the joys and perils of running a tiny theater in a big theater
universe. This presentation is part of our new “The People of the Book” Zoom series.
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INTENTION SETTING FOR THE NEW YEAR with Hillary Stern and Marc Kronisch
Sunday, January 2, 2022 at 3:00 PM, on Zoom
What do you hope for in the new year of 2022? The Tree of Life offers a road map for
focusing our intentions or Kavanah. Through meditation and creative expression we will look at
each world: physical, emotional, mental and spiritual, as a focus for our highest intentions for the
new year. Have paper, markers, crayons or magazines to cut out to create your very own
Kavanah board for 2022. Have a candle and a favorite rock as well.

OFFERING SHELTER IN THE HOUSE OF GOD

Sheila Amdur

The Temple Board has approved an agreement with the Windham No-Freeze Shelter to
provide emergency overflow shelter on a temporary basis during times of extreme cold this
winter. No-Freeze will have supervising staff and will bring all supplies and cots. Up to 15 cots
will be supported, and all Covid protocols will be followed. If and when emergency shelter is
needed, those in need of shelter will enter the Temple through the upper entrance and use the
Greer Auditorium and the bathrooms on that level. No other rooms or facilities in the Temple
will be used. If and when emergency shelter is needed and our Temple is utilized, the No-Freeze
staff will take away all bed linens and any other materials, and will clean all the spaces used. Cots
may be stored on our stage behind the curtains. No-Freeze staff and guests will be checked in at
9:00 PM and out of the building by 8:00 AM.
Peter Malinow wrote an eloquent support letter to the town of Windham supporting the use
of the Temple and churches for emergency shelter. Below are excerpts from his letter:
Religious institutions through the centuries, continuing into the present, have offered refuge
during natural disasters and in times of community need. Places of worship and others
who open their doors to those who have no place to go, who face extreme weather, and
potentially possible death on our streets, are central to the health and well-being of our
community, and to us a caring community. Temple Bnai Israel in Willimantic, now
celebrating our 112th year as part of this community, has offered to open its doors if the
No-Freeze Shelter cannot house the people who are seeking to find a warm, safe place to
sleep. We believe this is a part of our mission and core to our fundamental responsibility to
our neighbors and to one another. Churches elsewhere in Connecticut have served as
warming centers and emergency overflow shelter to those in need in their community. We
fully support the No-Freeze Shelter’s application to affirm this act of kindness to our
neighbors in Windham.
Let us pray it will be a mild winter, and let us also hope that as a society, we will work much
more diligently to prevent those in need from being without shelter.
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JEWISH EXPLORATIONS

Morah Stephanie

What’s in a tree?
Just ask kids. Trees are for climbing. Trees are for picking apples. Trees are for sitting under
on a sunny day. Trees are fun to draw. Is that it? Is that why we have a special holiday this
month, celebrating trees?
What was the original intention of Tu B’Shevat? What does it inspire today? What is the
relationship between Tu B’Shevat and Tikkun Olam? In Biblical times, trees were very important.
They were taxed, just like buildings are taxed today. The money that was collected from the
people who owned trees was used to give food to the poor. The 15th day of the month of Shevat
(Tu B’shevat) was called “Tax Day”. In the 1800’s, planting trees was very important for creating
Jewish communities in Israel. Trees were planted by children on the 15th day of Shevat, when the
weather for planting was perfect.
About 30 years ago, American Jews founded a special organization called the Coalition on the
Environment and Jewish Life (COEJL). They were very worried about dangers to the earth.
They made Tu B’shevat like a Jewish Earth Day – a day to focus on repairing the earth.
This month, Jewish Explorations students will be working on projects to repair the earth.
Check out teamtrees.org.

GAUGING INTEREST IN A SIDDUR (PRAYER BOOK) STUDY GROUP STARTING IN FEBRUARY
During services, I (Rav Jeremy) and members of the congregation sometimes come up with
wonderful questions about the prayers or offer interpretations of them that inspire one another.
Faye Ringel suggested that it might be useful and enjoyable to have a study group that meets
regularly to talk about the Siddur. We’d start at the beginning and go through. We might learn
about its origin and composition; we might discuss its meanings; we might write commentary or
alternative versions of our own and preserve them in an online Siddur document. I’m thinking
about alternating Tuesday evenings beginning in February. Would you like to participate? Let me
know! Email me at ravjeremy@templebnaiisrael.org.
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TEMPLE HOLIDAY RAFFLE A GREAT SUCCESS!

Sheila Amdur

On December 5, 2021, we held the Hanukkah Gelt Raffle drawing at our Temple’s festive
Hanukkah party. The winners are:
1st Prize, a $1000 VISA Gift Card - Paul Rubin
2nd Prize, a two-night weekend in Gloucester, MA Vacation Home - Sharon Brettschneider
3rd Prize, a $500 Apple Gift Card - Peggy Sinks
4th Prize, a $500 VISA Gift Card - Carol Colombo
5th Prize, two $100 Gift Certificates to the Willimantic Co-Op - Patrice Welch
Thanks to all of those who donated the funds to pay for our prizes: Judy Stein and Ken
Dardick, Joe and Gail Petrowsky, David Goldhamer, Gerry Berkowitz, Ravit and Ishay Stein,
Harry and Honey Birkenruth, and Jane and Robert Moskowitz. Thanks to all of our ticket sellers
as well; 422 tickets were sold! The Raffle netted $10, 430.00 after some minor expenses, which
will help support the Temple budget both this year and next.
Thank you again to everyone who participated in making this raffle a great success, and
congratulations to our raffle winners!

HANNUKAH PARTY 2021 IN PICTURES
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2021-2022 FISCAL YEAR DONATIONS (JULY 1, 2021 TO JUNE 30, 2022)
Donations received through December 24, 2021.

HABONIM
David & Marilyn Foster and the Lester E. Foster & Phyllis M. Foster Foundation

SUSTAINER
Sheila B. Amdur

PATRON
Harry & Honey Birkenruth
Martin & Randee Berliner
Judy Stein & Ken Dardick
Carol Colombo
Stuart & Joan Sidney

BNAIFACTOR
Rav Jeremy & Merle Potchinsky
Peter & Stephanie Malinow
Grace Adams
Gerry Berkowitz
Rita Pollack
Arthur Kirschenbaum
Anne & Michael Willenborg
Tony & Jeanne Morascini
Bruce & Sharon Brettschneider
Jerome & Nina Rosen
Robert & Jane Moskowitz
Georgia & Gene Mittelman

Discretionary Fund
Joan Sidney, in honor of Stu’s 80th birthday
Bruce & Sharon Brettschneider, in memory of Eric Goldberg
Rav Jeremy & Merle Potchinsky
Marilyn Moir
Nora & Steven Stein
Michael Lassow
David & Debbie Stoloff

General Fund

Mona & Todd Friedland
Fran Storch
Sharen & Tom Peters
Carol & Yves Kraus
Gloria Gerald
Ada Mitlitsky
Mitzi Horowitz
Dan Warnke & Bernice Freedman
Susan Einbinder
Anat & Aaron Becker
Richard Ruth & James North
Michael Orenstein
Ruth Rosensweig
David & Debbie Stoloff, in honor of Hillary Stern Bat Mitzvah
Constance Stein Beskind, in honor of Judy Stein and Ken Dardick
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2021-2022 FISCAL YEAR DONATIONS (JULY 1, 2021 TO JUNE 30, 2022)
Donations received through December 24, 2021.

General Fund
Susan L. Einbinder
Allen Gabor
Donations made in memory of Eugene Mittelman:
Richard P. Hayes, Sr.
Barbara Ganick
Samuel L. Schrager
Lauren M. Labreche
Ann D. Sandler
Susan P. Mond
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Gavens
Sheila B. Amdur
Harry & Honey Birkenruth
David & Debbie Stoloff

Hochberg Fund
Marion Blumenthal Lazan

5782 Yizkor Memorial Booklet
Gerry Berkowitz
Harry & Honey Birkenruth
Glenn Blumenstein
Bruce & Sharon Brettschneider
Carol Colombo
Ken Dardick & Judy Stein
Carl & Elaine David
Mona & Todd Friedland
Gloria Gerald
Marjorie Golden-Mossberg
Marla & Mark Hauslaib
Mitzi Horowitz & Jeff Benoit
Sue-Ellen Kirkham
The Kraus/Newman Family
Moshe & Sima Lessner
Leanna Loomer & Joe Loy
Peter & Stephanie Malinow
Rochelle & Alan Marcus
Jill Marocchini
Susan Meisler
Jeanne & Tony Morascini
Jane & Robert Moskowitz
Lex & Ramona Nishball
Sharen & Thomas Peters
Rita Pollack
Edith Prague

5782 Yizkor Memorial Booklet continued
Ilene Reiner
Jerome & Nina Rosen
Sandra Roth
Beth & Bernie Schilberg
Bernie & Jane Schreiber
Rav Jeremy & Merle Potchinsky
Ellie Shane
Paul & Annette Shapiro
Stuart & Joan Sidney
The Simonsen Family
David & Debbie Stoloff
Fran Storch
Anne & Michael Willenborg
Michelle Prunier Wittstein

5782 Chai Appeal
Randee & Martin Berliner
Bruce & Sharon Brettschneider
Carol Colombo
Mona & Todd Friedland
Gloria Gerald
Carol Kraus
Leanna Loomer and Joe Loy
Jill Marocchini
Susan Meisler
Pam Nishball
Rita Pollack
Ilene Reiner
Faye Ringel
Ben & Jacqueline Sachs
Samuel L. Schrager & Terry L. Gellin
Ellie Shane
Doreen & Bill Simonsen
Beverly Sims & William Okeson
Judy Stein & Ken Dardick
Hillary Stern & Marc Kronisch
Fran Storch

5782 Lulav & Etrog
Elisabeth & Emmanuel Buzay
Gideon Hartman
Rav Jeremy & Merle Potchinsky
Judy Stein
David & Debbie Stoloff
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JANUARY YAHRZEITS
Remember to light your Yahrzeit candle on the night before the date shown. It is also appropriate to join
our Shabbat service to say Kaddish on the Shabbat when your loved one’s name is read, and to give
tzedakah in your loved one’s memory. May their memory be a blessing.
Kaddish will be said for the following Yahrzeits on December 31 st and January 1st
Joseph Kaplan
Father of Roberta Schwane
28 Tevet
January 1
Lenore Sagan
Aunt of Paul Shapiro
28 Tevet
January 1
Melvyn Klein
Stepfather of Hillary Stern
28 Tevet
January 1
Lillian Rubin
Mother of Georgia Mittelman
29 Tevet
January 2
Charlotte Lewis
Mother of Barry Lewis
29 Tevet
January 2
Reuben Rothblat
1 Shevat
January 3
Chaya Rose Moskowitz
1 Shevat
January 3
Hyman Frankel
Great Uncle of Michael Lassow
2 Shevat
January 4
George Hazlehurst
Father of Sharon Brettschneider
2 Shevat
January 4
Melvin J. Goldberg
3 Shevat
January 5
th
th
Kaddish will be said for the following Yahrzeits on January 7 and January 8
H. Louis Mandell
6 Shevat
January 8
Frances Zarowitz
7 Shevat
January 9
Simon Meisler
Father-in-Law of Susan Meisler
7 Shevat
January 9
Selma Halperin
Mother of Randee Berliner
7 Shevat
January 9
Joseph Glanz
8 Shevat
January 10
Michael Gerald
Husband of Gloria Gerald
9 Shevat
January 11
Max Rosen
11 Shevat
January 13
Joseph Starger
12 Shevat
January 14
Abraham Stutz
12 Shevat
January 14
Rodney Gochros
Father of Stephen Gochros
12 Shevat
January 14
th
th
Kaddish will be said for the following Yahrzeits on January 14 and January 15
Bethany Green Dumais
Sister of Faith Kenton
13 Shevat
January 15
Joseph Tashlik
13 Shevat
January 15
Pauline Cohen
Grandmother Miriam Drew and Naomi
13 Shevat
January 15
Shea
Joseph Weiner
14 Shevat
January 16
Max Frankel
Great Grandfather of Michael Lassow
15 Shevat
January 17
Bessie Rosenstein
15 Shevat
January 17
Rebecca Ganci
good friend of Judy Stein & Ken Dardick
15 Shevat
January 17
Michael Weinshel
Brother of Marla Hauslaib
17 Shevat
January 19
Jennie Rothenberg
Grandmother of Sandra Roth
17 Shevat
January 19
Myron Berkowitz
Father of Cheryl Lejfer
18 Shevat
January 20
Rachel (Roxanne) Cohen Mother of Steven Cohen
18 Shevat
January 20
Benjamin Hager
First Cousin of Joan Sidney
18 Shevat
January 20
January Yahrzeits are continued on the next page

May their memories be a source
of strength and a blessing.
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JANUARY YAHRZEITS (continued)
Remember to light your Yahrzeit candle on the night before the date shown. It is also appropriate to join
our Shabbat service to say Kaddish on the Shabbat when your loved one’s name is read, and to give
tzedakah in your loved one’s memory. May their memory be a blessing.
Kaddish will be said for the following Yahrzeits on January 21 st and January 22nd
Samuel Zucker
21 Shevat
January 23
Blima Glass
22 Shevat
January 24
Milton Greenfield
Father-in-Law of Art Kirschenbaum
22 Shevat
January 24
Ruth Horowitz
Mother of Mitzi Horowitz
23 Shevat
January 25
Stanley Ballon
23 Shevat
January 25
Louis Brettschneider
Grandfather of Bruce Brettschneider
24 Shevat
January 26
Roselyn Seplowitz
24 Shevat
January 26
Jay Lassow
Brother of Michael Lassow
24 Shevat
January 26
Ruth Sandler Bleustein
24 Shevat
January 26
Hyman N. Chasen
25 Shevat
January 27
Lillian Hochberg
Aunt of Jeanne Morascini
25 Shevat
January 27
Jeanne Glickstein
Aunt of Adrienne Marks
25 Shevat
January 27
Maria Magdalena Guinez Mother of Ramona Nishball and Techy
26 Shevat
January 28
Gochros
Richard Meisler
Brother-in-law of Susan Meisler
26 Shevat
January 28
th
th
Kaddish will be said for the following Yahrzeits on January 28 and January 29
Regina Piotrkowski
Mother of Joe Petrowsky
27 Shevat
January 29
Robert Schupack
27 Shevat
January 29
Jack Rabinowitz
27 Shevat
January 29
Abraham I Ostrofsky
29 Shevat
January 31
Dora S. Ballon
30 Shevat
February 1
Dora Frankel
30 Shevat
February 1
Anna Russian
30 Shevat
February 1
Pauline Zenchoff
1 Adar
February 2
Mila Nishball
Stepmother of Alex Nishball
1 Adar
February 2
Minnie Sugarman
Grandmother of Todd Friedland
1 Adar
February 2
Esther R. Sussman
1 Adar
February 2
Clara Davis
1 Adar
February 2
Harry Freedman
2 Adar
February 3
Edward Pollack
Husband of Rita Pollack
2 Adar
February 3
Dina Fox
2 Adar
February 3
David Rothenberg
Grandfather of Sandra Roth
2 Adar
February 3
Henry Portnow
Father of Aline Hoffman
2 Adar
February 3
Milton Kaskowitz
3 Adar
February 4
Florence Rappoport
Mother of Doreen Simonsen
3 Adar
February 4

May their memories be a source
of strength and a blessing.
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JEWISH GATHERINGS & LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
You are welcome to submit short notices about upcoming, non-partisan Jewish gatherings or opportunities
for Jewish learning that you think would be of interest to other members of the congregation. Please keep
listings to 100 words or less.
Disclaimers: This column reflects submission and so is not unbiased or comprehensive and does not reflect
the endorsement of the Temple or the rabbi. We reserve the right to edit submissions or to not include submissions that conflict with important Temple events or with the Temple’s officially stated values, (although
if you don’t think it conflicts, we’ll probably publish it).

THE BIG BOLD JEWISH CLIMATE FEST
January 10-14, 2022
The Big Bold Jewish Climate Fest is a free, (mostly) online, collaborative festival by and for people who
want to activate Jewish values to move the needle on climate change. We believe climate action should be a
central moral issue of our community, and together we can make it happen. Anchored in the holiday of Tu
BiShvat, the Fest combines theory, practice, and action that we can carry in our personal, professional, and
volunteer lives throughout the year.
The Fest is a combination of MainStage events curated by our program committee and communityproduced events from Fest partners and experts.
For more information, visit: www.jewishclimatefest.org

Cycles of Rest, Release, and Liberation: Antiracism and Shemitah as Spiritual Practice
with Yavilah McCoy and the Institute for Jewish Spirituality
A FREE Four-Part Learning Series Begins January 12, 2022
Cycles of Rest, Release and Liberation: Antiracism and Shemitah as Spiritual Practice will be a transformative,
contemplative learning journey that will combine Jewish text, antiracism teaching, and opportunities to reflect.
Over four sessions and cycles of contemplative reflection, spaced over six months, each featuring a keynote
webinar and optional caucus group meetings, participants will be welcomed to connect Jewish textual sources on
Shemitah and antiracism resources and practices for:
Release (Session I)
Restoration & Repair (Session II)
Transformational Visioning (Session III)
Commitments to New Beginnings (Session IV)
For more information, visit: https://www.jewishspirituality.org/cycles-of-rest-release-and-liberationantiracism-and-shemitah-as-spiritual-practice/

B’Yachad: Reconstructing Judaism Together
March 23-27, 2022
We will come together, both in-person and virtually, from March 23 – 27, 2022 for B’Yachad: Reconstructing
Judaism Together in the Washington, D.C. metro area. During Convention, we will learn from and with experts,
scholars and lay leaders. We will engage in conversations, ask questions, and listen. We will pray together, sing
together, dance together and celebrate all that we do every day in our communities to reconstruct Judaism.
For more information, visit: reconvention2022.org
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Temple Bnai Israel
In-Person Event Attendance Policy:
In order to attend any Temple event in person at the
synagogue, individuals over 5 years of age must be fully vaccinated
and provide evidence of vaccination (either ahead of time or at the
door); all participants must be masked. Individual events may have
increased requirements; please pay attention to event listings.

3:00pm
Intention
Setting for the
New Year

9:30am Tikkun
Olam Comm.
3:00pm
People of the
Book Zoom
Series

3:00pm
People of the
Book Zoom
Series
5:oopm
Tu BiShvat
Seder

10:00am Sandwich
making at the soup
kitchen.

7:00pm
Interfaith
4:30pm
Working Group Jewish Exp.
7:15pm
7:00pm
Seven Jewish
Ritual Comm.
Ways to Read
the Bible, an
Introduction

7:15pm
Seven Jewish
Ways to Read
the Bible, an
Introduction

4:30pm Jewish
Explorations

9:30am
Bagel and Bible,
followed by an
abbreviated
Shabbat Service

10:00am
7:30pm
Shabbat Service

6:15pm
T.G.I. Shabbes

Forever Young
Shabbat Service

10:00am
Shabbat Service:

BULLETIN
DEADLINE

7:15pm
Seven Jewish
Ways to Read
the Bible, an
Introduction

4:30pm Jewish
Explorations

7:15pm
Seven Jewish
Ways to Read
the Bible, an
Introduction

4:30pm Jewish
Explorations

7:00pm
Board Meeting

7:30pm
Tikkun Olam
vaNefesh Service

7:30pm
Shabbat Dinner,
Together
Virtually

10:00am
Shabbat Service:
10:00am Jewish
Explorations
Shabbat
Experience

10:00am Jewish
Explorations
Shabbat Exp.
5:15pm Service
& Service
6:15pm
(& Dinner)

10:00am
Board Retreat
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ONE OF DECEMBER’S MITZVAHS

Bernice Freedman-Warnke

I am happy to report that the Fill-the-Car campaign was a complete success. The cosmos
cooperated by giving us an unseasonably mild and sunny day - so as people arrived, we were able
to socialize for a few minutes, imagine that!
In the true spirit of tzedakah, I did not write down the names of everyone who stopped by or
donated earlier, but it was just under 20 people. Most notable of the donations were three large
bags of magnificently crocheted afghans in brilliant colors that were lovingly crocheted by - I
must give credit and would like to say her name - Jesse Brockell. The No-Freeze will be
transformed by the number of clients being covered with warm, colorful art this season. (If you
didn’t see them it’s because you came earlier than she did - I showed them to everyone!)
Ultimately we needed help to transport all of the donations - when all was sorted and packed
we had three cars worth of donations! Graciously, Doreen Simonsen and Debbie Stoloff pitched
in to help deliver some of the more than respectable haul that our truly generous congregation
was able to gather.
It was a wonderful Tikkun Olam Committee Shemitah event. A very big thank you goes to all
the spark gatherers who took the time to make it such a great success, especially Jackie for the
Fill-the-Car idea and great advertising, Jesse for her skilled needlework and Doreen and Debbie
for being all around great teammates. I would be more than willing to do this seasonally, if there
are no objections. It was just that special of a day.
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