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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Shalom!
Last spring on behalf of the Temple,
Rav Jeremy and I applied for a grant
administered by Mansfield United Jewish
Communities. We were awarded the grant to
be used to increase our congregation’s visibility
and improve marketing. Through this
generous grant the Temple hired Russ
Benblatt, a marketing and branding consultant,
who has been working with many of us over
the past six months. To date the work has
included, but is not limited to:
• evaluation of our website and messaging
• the Temple’s presentation to those who are
looking for a Jewish community
• learning about demographics of Jews in the
Eastern part of Connecticut
• considering our presence on social media
As part of this process, we started to take a
hard look at what we were doing to
communicate with the community beyond our
synagogue. We have realized that we are not
doing the best job at letting everyone else
know about what a wonderful community we
have built here at Temple Bnai Israel, and how
we interact with our friends and neighbors in
Eastern Connecticut. Russ is helping us work
on our messaging on behalf of the Temple
(how we say what we are doing and who we are) and
our digital presence (website and social media).
Although we are still deeply involved in the
project, I want to share this with you so you
are all aware of the process and what we hope
to accomplish.
Our Messaging
One of the first things we learned was that we
have mostly been talking to ourselves. We
want to be clearer about who we are and what
we have to offer to those looking in from the
outside. We have held a focus group and are
in an involved process to give a new voice to
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our synagogue. Please be sure, this is not
messaging that changes who we are! We just
want to relate who we are in a more effective
and accurate way to those who do not already
know us. The new messaging will be used in a
variety of ways on our website, and through
social media and advertising.
Overall, what we are doing is figuring out how
to communicate with the public not just
ourselves. We will have more information on
this soon!
Digital Presence
We already know, and have learned more about,
the importance of the digital presence for any
organization. By this we mean not just our
website, but also social media. In fact, the first
thing that most people do when they want to
research anything, including synagogues, is to
search online.

Our Website: While we are not going to

completely redesign our website, we are going
to change the way that our information is
presented. We are going to put the most
important things first (on our home page), make
information easier to find, and, as our new
messaging is completed, rewrite those sections
of our website that need rewriting. In addition,
we’ll make it easier to dig deeper into specific
topics on the website. Our goal for the changes
to the website is to make our information easier
to find and easy to understand by potential
members of the congregation while keeping
the information familiar for our members.

Social Media: The reality of living in today’s
“digital age” is that most people do not
distinguish between an organization’s website
and its social media presence. These are just
two different ways to communicate with
people. More importantly, it is what people
look for when searching for new information.

Continued on page 6

RABBINIC REFLECTIONS

Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz

What's Hanukkah? What our rabbis taught: On the 25th of Kislev, there begins

eight days of Hanukkah, on which you don't lament or fast. When the Greeks entered
the sanctuary, they defiled all the [olive] oil in the sanctuary. And when the
Hasmonean dynasty overwhelmed them and vanquished them, they searched and found
only one flask of oil which retained the seal of the high priest, and it contained only
enough [oil] to light for one day. A miracle was performed with it, and they lit with it
for eight days. The next year, they ordained that they be holidays of praise and
thanksgiving.
(Talmud. Shabbat 21b)
But why would you “lament or fast?” Maybe because the Greeks entered the Sanctuary and
defiled it? Maybe because even if you recaptured the sanctuary, there was only one day’s worth
of oil? Maybe because in our day, the excessive burning of oil is threatening the well-being of us
and our children, and of many of the species with whom we share the planet? Maybe because in
our day, the descendants of the Greeks, who still believe that one race and one language are
superior to the others, have entered the sanctuaries of our public life and defiled them?
Those seem like reasonable reasons to lament and fast. (In the Jewish tradition, especially in older
times, “to fast” implied to intensely “offer prayers.”) And yet, our ancestors set aside eight days
in the dark of winter when we reject those reactions and turn instead to praise and thanksgiving.
Why? It seems to me that the Talmudic passage hints at two reasons:
First, because we’re always in the middle of the story and you never know what will happen. The
Hasmoneans might vanquish the Greeks! The oil might last for eight days! Such things do
happen, and not only in legend. Oppressors and dictators are overthrown.
Continued on page 8

READINGS FOR DECEMBER 2019, KISLEV 5780
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2019
9 KISLEV, 5780
Parashat Vayetze

Genesis 28:10-32:3
This Year: 28:10 - 30:13
Haftarah: Hosea 12:13-14:10
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2019
23 KISLEV, 5780
Parashat Vayeshev

Genesis 37:1 - 40:23
This Year: 37:1 - 37:36
Haftarah: Amos 2:6 - 3:8
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2019
16 KISLEV, 5780
Parashat Vayishlah

Genesis 32:4 - 36:43
This Year: 32:4 - 33:20
Haftarah: Hoseah 11:7 - 12:12
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2019
30 KISLEV 5780
ROSH HODESH HANUKKAH
Parashat Miketz

Genesis 41:1 - 44:17
This Year: 41:1 - 41:52
Additional Aliyot: Numbers 28:9-15 & 7:42 - 7:47
Haftarah: Zechariah 2:14 - 4:7

SERVICES AND CELEBRATIONS

Saturday, December 7th 9:30 a.m.: Bagel & Bible followed by an abbreviated
Shabbat Service and Kiddush. Topic: Rav Jeremy will teach in honor of his
father’s (Samuel Schwartz) yahrzeit. NOTE: MEET IN THE LIBRARY THIS
MONTH.
Sunday, December 22nd, 5:00 p.m.: celebrate Hanukkah with Beth El at UCONN
Hillel. Details on the back cover.
Friday, December 27th, 6:30 p.m.: Shabbes Dinner at the home of Ken Dardick
and Judy Stein.

5

TEMPLE FAMILY NEWS
Hamakom yenachem - Condolences המקום ינחם
The congregation mourns the passing of Bill Israel and wishes divine
comfort for his lifelong companion Beverly Thomas and family, and to all
who knew him.

Refuah Shleyma - Get Wellרפואה שלימה

Our healing prayers go out to Stephanie Malinow, Rochelle Marcus,
Shelly Mossberg, and Sharon Brettschneider, as they each travel their road
to recovery.
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE continued from page 3
Until now, our social media presence has,
in reality, been non-existent to anyone
outside of the congregation. When you
put yourself in the perspective of a young
person or family looking for a potential
synagogue, chances are that one of the
places they are looking is on Facebook.
Right now, we are missing the chance to
show them much of what we do and
show them the many events and services
we have planned.
To that end, we are creating a new public
Facebook profile which will showcase all
of the wonderful things we are doing.
This will also provide us with a platform
to promote Temple Bnai Israel to the
larger community. But do not worry; we
know that there are still going to be some
things that we will not necessarily want to
be completely public, so we will be
keeping our closed Facebook group
discussion page that will only be available
to members and former members of the
congregation.
For those of you who are social media
experts you may be saying that Facebook
is only one outlet; there are others! We
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understand that, but for now are taking this
one step at a time as broadening our reach
takes time and requires people power to
complete.

I realize this is a lot to process. It is a lot for
me to think about as I write this. There is so
much to consider and this is truly an ongoing
project. OF COURSE, please reach out to me
with any questions. I hope that I will be able
to answer them. If you are interested in
helping, please let me know, as we are looking
for more people to help this initiative come to
fruition.
I would be remiss if I did not personally thank
Russ Benblatt for all of his dedication to this
project and his assistance in my message.
Thanks for reading.
Anne

COMMITTEE NEWS
CARING COMMITTEE

Caring for each other in times of need.
Fran Jaffe
860.228.2390
franjaffe@earthlink.net

Ellie Shane
860.428.5392
eshane01@charter.net

Thanks to Jane Schreiber and Gail Petrowsky,
our leaders in November. Also, thanks to
Sheila Amdur for keeping us in the loop on
others who needed our help. It’s been a busy
month and we are so grateful to hear that Sharon Brettschneider is doing well. She’s got a
long road ahead, and once she and Bruce are
home, we’ll be able to extend our further help.
Our thoughts and prayers are with them, as well
as Shelly Mossberg. We hope he gets stronger
each day.

DAUGHTERS OF ABRAHAM BOOK CLUB
Carol Kraus

yvescarol.kraus@gmail.com

There is no December meeting.
The book club will resume on
Tuesday, January 21st, 2020
6:30 p.m. Location TBA.
BOOK SELECTION:
Barbara Kingsolver’s
Flight Behavior

We have volunteers through May 2020,
although Scott needs a partner for February.
December’s leaders are Carol Kraus and Susan
Meisler. If you can lend a hand beyond that,
please let me know.
As always, our committee would welcome some
new members. Why not consider joining us in
helping your fellow congregants when they’re in
need? If you know of anyone who may need
our help, please call our monthly leaders, Rav
Jeremy, or the committee co-chairs, Fran Jaffe
or Ellie Shane, though Ellie will be away for the
winter beginning mid-December. We wish her
sunshine and warmth!
Fran
TIKKUN OLAM COMMITTEE
Merle Potchinsky, Chair, jermerle@att.net
The Tikkun Olam Committee – along with members of the Neighbor Fund, QCRR, IRIS, and
the Interfaith Working Group – met with Representative Joe Courtney in November (photo on
page 11) to discuss the status of refugee and asylum seekers coming into the country. We had
worked with HIAS to get the most current information about what the program is facing at this
moment. The status is rather bleak, and our goal was to encourage Representative Courtney to
co-sponsor bills that would raise the number of refugees admitted from an historic low of 18,000
(set by the current administration) to at least 95,000; this is the GRACE Act, and we encourage to
others in our community to call Mr. Courtney to urge movement on this Bill. We also spoke
about the Special Immigrant Visa (SIV) Bill recently introduced in Congress, which will allow
allies of the US who have risked their lives aiding our military (translators, etc. - particularly Syrian
Continued on page 11
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JEWISH GATHERINGS & LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
You are welcome to submit short notices about upcoming, non-partisan Jewish gatherings or opportunities for
Jewish learning that you think would be of interest to other members of the congregation. Please keep listings to
100 words or less. Disclaimers: This column reflects submission and so is not unbiased or comprehensive and
does not reflect the endorsement of the Temple or the rabbi. We reserve the right to edit submissions or to not
include submissions that conflict with important Temple events or with the Temple’s officially stated values,
(although if you don’t think it conflicts, we’ll probably publish it).

Online Reconstructionist Learning Opportunities
https://www.reconstructingjudaism.org/ReconLearning
Reconstructing Judaism offers online learning and discussion groups that are free to members of
affiliate congregations, such as Temple Bnai Israel ($54 suggested donation for non-members.)
Reconstructionist Learning provides opportunities for personal exploration, community
engagement and spiritual development.
JANUARY PROGRAMING:
Social Media Marketing for Congregations and Organizations
Led by Rosa Cohen, Communications Associate, Reconstructing Judaism
Wednesdays, Jan 15th, Jan 22nd, Feb 12th, 1:00–2:00pm Eastern time
https://www.reconstructingjudaism.org/networks/2019/social-media-marketing
Reimagining Synagogue Security
Led by Rabbi Micah Weiss, Assistant Director of Thriving Communities/Tikkun Olam Specialist, and
Rabbi Maurice Harris, Associate Director of Thriving Communities and Israel Affairs Specialist,
Reconstructing Judaism
Tuesdays, Jan. 21st, Jan. 28th, Feb. 4th, 1:00–2:00pm Eastern time
https://www.reconstructingjudaism.org/networks/2019/reimagining-synagoguesecurity
RABBINIC REFLECTIONS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
Diseases are vanquished. Peace is reestablished. Little towns in Eastern Connecticut have vibrant
coalitions of Jews, Christians and Muslims, whites and blacks, and more. Yes, we’ve done some
irreparable damage to the planet, but the end of the climate story isn’t written yet. The spread of
hate is not necessarily the end of the story.
Second, because, although there is a place in life for lamenting, fasting, and prayer – they express
feelings and needs that sometimes need to be expressed - those are insufficient means for
changing the end of the story. The Hasmoneans defeated the Greeks by actually fighting. Even
in the case of what seems to be a supernatural miracle of long-burning oil, there was a necessary
first step – a daring, hopeful step - of lighting the oil in the single flask.
We pause in the dark days of winter to celebrate the fact that miracles do happen when we act
with hope, faith, and determination. Thank God! And let’s get to work!
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DONATIONS FOR OUR 2019-2020 FY
Sustainers
Sheila Amdur
Ken Dardick & Judy Stein
David & Marilyn Foster
Harry & Honey Birkenruth
Patrons
Carol Colombo
Jane & Robert Moskowitz
Martin & Randee Berliner
Bnaifactors
Stephen & Faith Kenton
Todd & Mona Friedland
Leanna Loomer & Joe Loy
Jerome & Nina Rosen
Rav Jeremy & Merle Potchinsky
David & Ellen Brodie

CHAI Appeal
Gloria Gerald
Ellie Shane
Carole & Neal Olderman
Doreen & Bill Simonsen
Janet Robertson
Maxine Potchinsky
Susan & Jim Schmerl
Yizkor Remembrance Book
Harry & Honey Birkenruth
Rita Pollack
David Wollner
Grace Adams
Ken Dardick & Judy Stein
Martin & Randee Berliner
Sandy Roth
Marla & Mark Hauslaib
Debra & Paul Sarazin

Peter & Stephanie Malinow
Gerald Berkowitz
Rita Pollack
Anne & Michael Willenborg
Grace Adams
Stuart & Joan Sidney

Carol & Yves Kraus
Ilene Reiner
Jeanne & Anthony Morascini
Grace Adams
David Wollner
Fran Storch

Todd & Mona Friedland
Jerome & Nina Rosen
David & Debbie Stoloff
Robert & Jane Moskowitz
Peter & Stephanie Malinow
Carol Colombo
Shoshana Levinson
Gloria Gerald
Leana Loomer
Continued on page 10
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DONATIONS - THANK YOU! 2019-2010 FY - CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9
Yizkor Memorial Booklet continued:
Jeanne & Tony Morascini
Bruce & Sharon Brettschneider
Beth & Bernie Schilberg
Lex & Ramona Nishball
Sheila Amdur
Georgia and Gene Mittelman

Sharen & Thomas Peters
Ilene Reiner
Michelle Wittstein
Susan Meisler
Barbara Ganick

Discretionary Fund
Judy Stein & Ken Dardick
David & Mary Ellen Goldhamer
Jill Marocchini
Leanna Loomer
Helen & Mark Ross
Gideon Hartman & Natalie Munro
William Israel (Estate of)
General Fund
Anat & Etan Markus
Bruce & Sharon Brettschneider
Tri-County Memorials
Ilene Reiner, in memory of Walter Berman
Carl & Elaine David in memory of:
Harold & Sylvia Eisler and Frank & Luise David
Susan & James Schmerl in memory of Ralph Marshall
David & Debbie Stoloff in memory of Ralph Marshall
Emmanuel & Elisabeth Buzay
Lily Golden in honor of David Golden’s unveiling
In memory of William Israel
David & Debbie Stoloff
Kathryn Judd
Elizabeth Schaefer Wicke
Susan & Steven Wallerstein
Kiwanis Club of Norwich
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In Honor of the High Holidays
Beverly Sims
William Okeson
Shoshana Levinson
Anat Becker
Michael Shane
Andrea Kaye
Miriam Schreiber
Pamela Nishball
Carl & Elaine David
Jeffery & Judy Walter
Mark & Devra Kemp
Lawrence & Cathy Gramling
Murray Wachman
Michelle Rabinowitz

TIKKUN OLAM COMMITTEE continued from page 7
Kurds) to be given special visas to resettle in the US. This should be able to pass with bipartisan
support, so we are hopeful for a positive outcome. Another thing that our synagogue members
can do is to contact their local leaders (Mayors and First Selectmen) to proactively speak out and
prepare statements against the Executive Order requiring states and municipalities to buy in to
refugee resettlement.
The executive order would give localities and states the ability to deny the entry of refugees who
have already been approved for resettlement. The order states that refugees can only be resettled
“in those jurisdictions in which both the State and local governments have consented to receive
refugees under the Department of State’s Reception and Placement Program.”

Please see the following HIAS web page to understand the full implications of such a policy.
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jULW-82yd6IqsGcy73YcMLhz2f1ZlqbuE4cMJ-kjmP0/edit.

We are redoubling our efforts to explore faith-based community organizing and will again need
our full community’s involvement and support: this is your community! We anticipate a kick-off
event of sorts in January and will keep you posted.
We are always looking for more members or involvement on this Committee;
please email Merle if you have questions or interest.

jermerle@att.net.
Participants at a recent meeting with Representative Joe Courtney to
discuss the status of refugee and asylum seekers coming into the
country.
From left:
Chris George, Director of IRIS
Temple member Peggy Beckett-Rinker
Temple President Anne Willenborg
Tikkun Olam Committee Chair
Merle Potchinsky
Kathleen Tonry of the Neighbor Fund
Representative Joe Courtney
Temple member Carol Kraus
Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz
Co-Chair, Interfaith Working Group
Ahmet Caglar.
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Judith A. Stein
Attorney at Law
Executive Director
jstein@medicareadvocacy.org
(860) 456-7790
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RABBI DEBORAH WAXMAN WILL BE JOINING US ON DECEMBER 15th

Please join us in welcoming Rabbi Waxman, who
was instrumental in helping launch our Visioning
Process a few years ago, back to Temple Bnai Israel!
Sunday, December 15th, 3:00 p.m.
TOPIC:
Reconstructionist Judaism: Past, Present, and Future

Rabbi Deborah Waxman, Ph.D. is the first woman Rabbi to head a Jewish congregational union
and a Jewish seminary; Rabbi Waxman became President of Reconstructing Judaism in 2014.
Since then, she has drawn on her training as a rabbi and historian to be the
Reconstructionist movement’s leading voice in the public sphere.
Through visiting numerous congregations, more than 50 at last count (and Temple Bnai Israel is
included in that list), making public appearances in-person and online, and in writing for The Forward,
The Times of Israel, The Philadelphia Inquirer, The Huffington Post and other publications, Rabbi Waxman is projecting a vision of Judaism that embraces all peoples and inspires Jews to be strong allies to the most vulnerable among us.
Rabbi Waxman leads the Reconstructionist congregational union through close collaboration
with the Board of Governors, the leaders and congregants of the nearly 100 affiliated
Reconstructionist communities, and her extraordinary colleagues in the Reconstructionist
Rabbinical Association. This matrix of institutions has collaboratively achieved many milestones
to support the movement leadership’s vision of 21st century Reconstructionist Judaism.

All are welcome.
PLEASE RSVP to office@templebnaiisrael.org by December 8th
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DECEMBER YAHRZEITS
Kaddish will be said for the following Yahrzeits on December 6th and 7th
Annie Butelman

2 Kislev

November 30

Paul Colombo

Husband of Carol Colombo

4 Kislev

December 2

Mildred Marks Andrews

Mother of Adrienne Marks

4 Kislev

December 2

Sandra Lautz

Sister of Adrienne Marks

5 Kislev

December 3

Eva Berkowitz Miller

Sister-in-Law of Lenore Berkowitz 5 Kislev

December 3

Lillian Beatrice Friedman

Grandmother of Steven Stein

5 Kislev

December 3

Rose Goldstein Flatow

Mother of Lenore Berkowitz

6 Kislev

December 4

Samuel Schwartz

Father of Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz

6 Kislev

December 4

Louis B. Guny

Father of Ida Millman

7 Kislev

December 5

Jacob Cohen

8 Kislev

December 6

Sarah Bassok

8 Kislev

December 6

Ruth Russian

9 Kislev

December 7

Sarah Dvoshe Rothblatt

10 Kislev

December 8

David Michael Kaplan

11 Kislev

December 9

Bernard Grossman

11 Kislev

December 9

12 Kislev

December 10

Morris Rothblatt

12 Kislev

December 10

Hattie Cohen

13 Kislev

December 11

Morris Kelman

13 Kislev

December 11

Mildred Goldstein

13 Kislev

December 11

Aaron Drutman

13 Kislev

December 11

Fanny Ostrofsky

14 Kislev

December 12

Blanche Tauster

15 Kislev

December 13

15 Kislev

December 13

Moshe Fishman

Milton Morton Sidney (Mordecai)

Grandfather of Bernie Schreiber

Father of Stuart Sidney

YAHRZEITS are continued on the next page.
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DECEMBER YAHRZEITS continued
Kaddish will be said for the following Yahrzeits on December 13th and 14th
Denise Joselson

Mother of Nora Stein

16 Kislev

December 14

Hyman Kirschenbaum

Father of Arthur Kirschenbaum

17 Kislev

December 15

Norman Brettschneider

Father of Bruce Brettschneider

17 Kislev

December 15

Samuel M. Moskowitz

19 Kislev

December 17

Louis Jacob Cohen

19 Kislev

December 17

Abraham Potchinsky

Grandfather of Merle Potchinsky

19 Kislev

December 17

Louis Rosen

Father of Janet Miller

19 Kislev

December 17

20 Kislev

December 18

20 Kislev

December 18

Denise Polivy

21 Kislev

December 19

Nathan Plotkin

21 Kislev

December 19

Samuel Solotaroff

21 Kislev

December 19

Minnie Chasen
Gary Cantor

Brother of Gail Petrowsky

Kaddish will be said for the following Yahrzeits on December 20th and 21st
Alice Rubin

Aunt of Georgia Mittelman

23 Kislev

December 21

Abraham Borodach

26 Kislev

December 24

Celia Mandel

26 Kislev

December 24

Myer Russian

26 Kislev

December 24

Philip Rosen

26 Kislev

December 24

Frank Kenton

Father of Steve Kenton

27 Kislev

December 25

Morris Paster

Grandfather of Sharen Peters

27 Kislev

December 25

Irwin David Mittelman

Brother of Eugene Mittelman

28 Kislev

December 26

Sharon Massem

First Cousin of Joan Seliger Sidney 28 Kislev

December 26

Josephine Greer

29 Kislev

December 27

29 Kislev

December 27

29 Kislev

December 27

29 Kislev

December 27

Benjamin Prague

Father-in-Law of Edith Prague

Max Schupack
George Hauslaib
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Father of Mark Hauslaib

DECEMBER YAHRZEITS continued
Kaddish will be said for the following Yahrzeits on December 27th and 28th
Irving Israel Seliger

Father of Joan Seliger Sidney

1 Tevet

December 29

Israel Russian

1 Tevet

December 29

Morris Sandler

1 Tevet

December 29

Ida Rosen

Grandmother of Janet Miller

1 Tevet

December 29

Melvin Miller

Husband of Janet Miller

1 Tevet

December 29

1 Tevet

December 29

Harry Seplowitz
Minnette Drazen

Mother of Karen Drazen

1 Tevet

December 29

Isaac Paster

Father of Sharen Peters

2 Tevet

December 30

Etta Beckerman

Aunt of Mona Friedland

2 Tevet

December 30

2 Tevet

December 30

Joseph Oguschewitz
David Morris Roth

Husband of Sandra Roth

2 Tevet

December 30

Harriet Gochros

Mother of Stephen Gochros

2 Tevet

December 30

Nathan Berliner

Father of Martin Berliner

2 Tevet

December 30

3 Tevet

December 31

3 Tevet

December 31

Abraham Sussman

4 Tevet

January 1

Miriam Moskowitz

4 Tevet

January 1

Yetta Schretter

5 Tevet

January 2

Samuel Eisenberg
Helen Gutstein
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Mother of Rita Pollack

DECEMBER JEWRY DUTY PARTICIPANTS AND NEEDS
Friday, December 6th, Shabbat Service
7:30 p.m.
Anne Willenborg

Saturday, December 21st, Shabbat Service
10:00 a.m.
Rita Pollack

Mona & Todd Friedland

Martha Cutter

Jill Marocchini

2 other participants needed

Saturday, December 7th, Bagel & Bible
9:30 a.m.
Peggy Beckett-Rinker

Friday, December 27th, Shabbes Dinner at the
home of Ken Dardick and Judy Stein, 6:30 p.m.

Martha Cutter

Assistants to the hosts are Hillary Stern and Marc
Kronisch

1 other participant needed
Friday, December 13th, T.G.I. Shabbes
6:15 p.m.
Sheila Amdur
Scott DeShong
Saturday, December 14th, Shabbat Service
and Jewish Explorations Shabbat Experience
10:00 a.m.
Alex & Ramona Nishball
Macie Tozzoli
Ravit & Ishay Stein
1 other participant needed
Friday, December 20th, Tikkun Olam
VaNefesh Service, a service of healing for
soul and world. 7:30 p.m.
Doreen Simonsen
Jane & Robert Moskowitz
Sheldon & Marjorie Golden Mossberg
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Saturday, December 28th, Shabbat Service,
10:00 a.m.
4 participants needed

SARAH RATNER LIBRARY - a book review and an INVITATION!
We thank Stephanie Malinow for this month’s book review:
Threading My Prayer Rug, by Sabeeha Rehman
What a wonderful book! The author offers a view of an American life
through Muslim eyes, as she journeys from Pakistan to New York,
from bride to mother, from immigrant to American citizen and
business executive. She describes with humor, with insight, and with
passion, the journey to provide an environment for her children in
which they can flourish, both as Muslims and as Americans. Along the
way, she and her family engage with Jewish families on a similar
journey. She becomes a tireless advocate for interfaith understanding.
Threading My Prayer Rug makes an important contribution to all of us struggling to give our
children roots in a diverse culture. The current political and social climate in our country make
this a must read!
Editor’s note: We wish Stephanie a quick and successful recovery from her recent surgery!
Your Library volunteers are:
Rochelle, Sue-Ellen, Peter, Scott, and Bernice. If you’d like to join them and help with “all things
library” email the office at office@templebnaiisrael.org.

YOU’RE INVITED TO OUR LIBRARY’S COFFEE (AND TEA) CORNER!
Dear Friends, on Wednesdays, from 4:30 p.m. to
5:30 p.m., come on into the Library and
enjoy a hot cup of coffee or tea, peruse our
many titles, check out a book or two, or just
schmooze!
We’ll be having our coffee/tea corner every Wednesday that
Jewish Explorations is in session - which is Wednesdays through
May 20th with the exception of December 25th, March 11th,
April 8th and April 15th. Please join us!
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Highlights of the October, 2019 Board of Directors Meeting
*Russ Benblatt made a presentation concerning the visibility and marketing of the Temple to
potential new members.
*We reviewed the recent High Holy Days at the Temple. The Ritual Committee will prepare a
survey of the congregation for feedback about this year's events.
*We discussed the Board's upcoming Strategic Visioning Implementation retreat, which is set
for Sunday, February 9.
*Rav Jeremy updated the Board concerning Jewish Explorations and J-Kids programming,
particularly enhancements of Saturday programming for Jewish Explorations.
*We discussed building use by outside organizations, including the charges for such use.

KRISTALLNACHT PROGRAM FOLLOW UP
Our program this year (held on November 3rd) was
especially poignant and relevant as members of our
congregation related the stories of their families' journeys to
America from the Sho'a.

These sagas, as told by Joe Petrowsky , Bernie Schreiber,
Joan Sidney, Debbie Stoloff and Nora Stein, should
motivate present and future generations to build a world
free from intolerance, bigotry and anti-Semitism. Hearing these "survivors" stories should lead us
to encourage justice and mutual respect for all. Many thanks to the participants and those who
joined us that day. Our program moderator was Gail Petrowsky. The panel was filmed by
Anthony Solano. We’ll send a link to the video in the near future.
We were also very pleased to have with us Felicia Famularo
(left) and Esme Allopeena of Mansfield Middle School,
second place winners in the 2019 Connecticut History Day State
Contest , for their work:
Ordinary Greeks, Extraordinary Measures: The Greek
Resistance During the Holocaust.
We send our sincere thanks to all who participated and
attended.

Hochberg Holocaust and Human Rights
Education Committee
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ADULT LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES AT THE TEMPLE BEGIN IN JANUARY
Thank you to everyone who responded to our adult learning survey. Given your answers, we’re
pleased to offer the following classes:

Introduction to Judaism

What does the rich, multi-faceted heritage of Judaism offer you? This course is for those who
may or may not have been raised in a Jewish home, but are seeking a better understanding of the
basic Jewish spiritual and ethical practices, philosophical understandings, and cultural activities.
We will also learn about the Jewish activist tradition of tikkun olam (repairing the world).
CLASS DATES (13 classes), SUNDAYS, 10:45-11:45 a.m.: January 5th, 12th, and 19th,
February 2nd and 23rd, March 8th and 22nd, April 26th, May 10th, 17th, and 31st, June 7th
and 14th. Location to be announced

Jewish Principles for “Repairing the World - Tikkun Olam”

Many of us want to do what Judaism calls “tikkun olam – repairing the world” – addressing the
brokenness, unnecessary suffering, injustices, violence, etc. in the world. Many religious and
secular traditions address what the goals and content of that effort should be. This course will
examine the core of what the Jewish heritage particularly has to teach us about this holy work.
CLASS DATES: (Tuesday evenings) 7:00-8:00 p.m.; January 14th and 28th, February 11th
and 25th, March 10th and 24th, April 21st, May 12th and 26th.

Introductory Hebrew 1

Learn to read Hebrew and a dozen or so core words and phrases, as well as some of the basic
ideas of how Hebrew “works.” Probably Sunday afternoons starting in January. Details still
being finalized.

The Mussar Va’ad will continue to meet monthly. This is currently a closed group for people
who have studied introductory mussar and have been learning together. To learn the basics of
this method of ethical self-actualization, check out the online courses offered by The Mussar
Institute.

The Shema And The Morning Blessings class with Marc Kronisch continues in December.

Contact Marc at marckronish@hotmail.com for class dates and times, and to let him know you
would like to participate.
This spring, there will also be a series of one-session classes to help people lead our
Shabbat celebrations. Finally, a number of people expressed interest in a second-level
Hebrew class. Given the particular interests and abilities of the potential students, that
will be offered as a full-year Biblical Hebrew class in 5782.
EMAIL THE OFFICE TO JOIN ONE (OR MORE) OF OUR FREE CLASSES.

office@templebnaiisrael.org
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LAST CALL FOR RECIPES FOR OUR TEMPLE COOKBOOK
Dear Friends, the Ritual Committee is working to finalize our Temple Cookbook. Please let us
know by December 20th if you have a recipe (that you have not previously submitted) you’d like
included.
We’d also love a few more recipes in these categories:
 Deserts
 Kugel – especially potato kugel, or other, non-noodle varieties
 Chili
 Main course

Please send your recipes to JStein@medicareadvocacy.org
in Word format if at all possible.

Thank you. And, thank you so much to Fran Jaffe for typing all the dozens of recipes that have
been sent to date!
Judy Stein
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A FOLLOW UP TO OUR WELL-ATTENDED MEZUZAH CLASS
The Cultural Committee offered a hands-on mezuzah case workshop in October. Eighteen
participants enjoyed a short presentation about mezuzah rituals by Susan Meisler before Ellen
Marshall's talk about the properties of glass and the process of glass fusing.
After demonstrating the use of a mosaic cutter, Ellen provided a wide selection of colored glass
fragments for participants to cut and design. Results were creative and colorful as the photos
below reveal! Ellen then took the mezuzahs to her kiln to be fired before returning them to their
designers. Ellen will consider offering a repeat mezuzah class in the spring for those who were
unable to enroll. Thank you Ellen for sharing your expertise and guiding our efforts.

These beautiful mezuzahs were crafted by
Etan and Anat Markus (Etan’s is on the left).

Some of our happy mezuzah crafters: from left,
Tom Peters, Karen Drazen, Miriam Drew,
teacher Ellen Marshall, Etan Markus, Carol Kraus,
Sharen Peters, and Anat Markus.

Editor’s Note:
Due to the popularity of this
class, Ellen hopes to offer
another session in the Spring
so stay tuned and be sure to
read each issue of
The Bulletin, so you don’t
miss our announcement!
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SOMETHING THAT HAPPENED AND A TRAUMATIC THOUGHT
One evening in October, I met with the
Hartman-Munro family for a run-through/
photo-op before Avia’s bat mitzvah
celebration. We were the only ones in the
building. When we were finished, I took off
my tallit and put it on my bimah stand and we
all dispersed to various parts of the building,
putting things away, setting things up for
kiddush, etc. Avia’s mom, Natalie, went
downstairs to go out to their car to get
something, and who did she encounter?
A police officer coming to the door! When I
had set down my tallit, I had accidentally laid it
on the panic button that sits on my stand with
sufficient force (very little!) to call the police.
Natalie let the officer in, he came upstairs, and
I assured him everything was fine, apologized
for the accidental call, and thanked him for
coming. I am glad to know that the police
respond to our calls very quickly.

But afterward, I had this traumatic thought:
What if Natalie had instead been a black man?
There are more and more Jews of color; and
Jews have black friends, family members,
photographers, etc. There could easily have
been a black man, Jewish or not, at a pre-batmitzvah run-through. The whole thing might
have played out exactly the same. But it’s not
hard to imagine that the officer’s subconscious
might have told him: “Black people don’t
belong here; this is a Jewish institution,” and,
having responded to a panic call and seeing
someone who didn’t belong, he might have
drawn his gun. (Even a black officer might
have thought and done this.) And then it’s not
hard to imagine that this black, male Natalie
might have freaked out at seeing the drawn
gun and made some motion the officer took as
threatening. And then it’s not hard to imagine
the officer shooting and a tragedy ensuing on
the simple accident of a tallit placed on a panic
button. Most of the time, the police’s
professionalism would prevent that tragedy,
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Rav Jeremy

but we know from experience that my whole
imagined tragedy is within the realm of the
possible. Considering the possibility kind of
freaked me out that evening.
That we live in a world in which that imagined
tragedy is possible makes me feel deep
compassion for people whose skin color
makes them vulnerable to such tragedies. It
also makes me feel compassion for the police
officers who are committed to service, but
whose upbringing in a society filled with racial
biases could lead them to do something
gut-wrenchingly tragic, absolutely opposed to
the ideals that brought them into the service.
It reminds me of the importance, when we
develop Temple policies and practices, of
remembering that we shouldn’t assume we’re
all going to always be white, or that we and
those around us have fully erased the
ingrained, subconscious lessons about race our
society too often teaches. It reminds me of
the importance of working to undo those
biases in ourselves and, in the meantime, to
create a little space between our first automatic
thoughts and out actual words and deeds – a
space that helps us not react out of bias or
racism.
After that evening, I shared this train of
thought with Merle and maybe one or two
other people and left it at that. But the
“Conversations on Race” program in
November, cosponsored by the Temple, the
Hochberg Holocaust and Human Rights
Education Committee, the Interfaith Working
Group, and the NAACP (Windham/
Willimantic, Eastern, and UConn chapters)
reminded me of the importance of using my
rabbinic platform to do some tikkun – some
effort at repair – around issues of race. So I
share it now with you.
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INTERFAITH WORKING GROUP
The next meeting of the Windham Interfaith Working Group will be on Wednesday, December
11 at 6:30 p.m. at the Mansfield Baptist Church, at the corner of Rt. 195 and Spring Hill Road,
Storrs. We are in the planning stages for several events:





Cultural Music Fest
Safety to Worship Forum
Community Seder
Scriptural Sharing and Break-the-Fast for Ramadan
Please join us. All are welcome.
If you would like to be involved, or help with any of these events,
please contact Sheila Amdur, sheilabamdur@gmail.com

SAVE THE DATE
January 5th, 2010, BBYO activity with teens from other Eastern CT organizations.
Stay tuned for details!
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2:30pm
UCONN
Professor
Sebastian
Wogenstein
See pg. 25

4:00pm
Tikkun Olam
Comm. Mtg.

3:00pm
Rabbi Debra
Waxman talk.
See pg. 13
BULLETIN
SUBMISSION
DEADLINE

11:00am The
Shema and
the morning
blessings
adult ed class.

11:00am The
Shema and
the morning
blessings
adult ed class.

11:00am The
Shema and the
morning
blessings adult
ed class.
Daughters of
Abraham, see
pg. 7

10:00am Soup
Kitchen
Sandwich
making.
10:30am
Mussar Va’ad

7:30pm
Shabbat
Service

7:00pm
Ritual
Comm. mtg.

4:30-6:30pm
Jewish
Explorations.
6:30 p.m.
Interfaith
Working
group. See pg.
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6:15pm
T.G.I.
Shabbes with
our Young
Emissaries,
Tal & Roi!

4:30-6:30pm
Jewish
Explorations.
7:00pm
Board mtg.

6:30pm
Winter Wonder
Gala Auction!

10:00am
Shabbat
Service.
Jewish
Explorations
Shabbat
Experience.

7:30pm
Tikkun Olam
VaNefesh
Service

OFFICE CLOSED
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9:30am
Bagel & Bible (in
the library)
followed by an
abbreviated
Shabbat Service.

10:00am
Shabbat
Service.

11am-4pm
American Red
Cross Blood
Drive.

THERE’S MORE!
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4:30-6:30pm
Jewish
Explorations.

6:30pm
10:00 a.m.
Shabbes
Shabbat
Dinner at the
Service
home of Judy
Stein and Ken
Dardick

ALSO ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22nd
Hanukkah Party with Beth-El
at UCONN Hillel.
5:00 p.m.
Details on the back cover.

