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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
As the year progresses, it feels like
we are flying towards our Annual
Board meeting in June where we will
be discussing and making decisions
about the congregation’s future.
The Board is still gathering
information and working together
on our presentation to the congregation and at the time of this publication, we do not have new material
for me to share.
In the meantime, we have great
things happening right within
Willimantic. Somehow, I am not
quite sure how it happened during
this time of fear and bans, a NEW
Syrian refugee family has been
brought to Willimantic. This is the
third refugee family co-sponsored
by QCRR (Quiet Corner Refugee
Resettlement) and IRIS (Integrated
Refugee and Immigrant Services)
welcomed to the “quiet corner” in
the same number of years.
The family of four arrived on
March 5th and are busy in the initial
overwhelming hustle of all the
official tasks that need to be fulfilled
within the first few weeks of arrival.
The talented volunteer pool within
QCRR embraces their job and the
family. After the initial flurry of

required paperwork and medical
appointments, the real work begins.
English is taught, children go to
school and families begin to learn
about everyday life in Willimantic. I
am continually amazed at the
resilience of these families (If you
know me well, you have heard this
before). They are plucked from a
refugee camp and literally placed
into Connecticut. They are
removed from all they know and all
they love. And yet, they are warm
and open and more thankful than
you can imagine. I have only spent
a few moments with the new family,
but I smile every time I think about
that three year old with beautiful
brown eyes and big dimples telling
me an entire story…in Arabic. I
had no idea what he was saying but
I know it was good!
As the news cycle goes around
again, often filled with terrible news
of hateful events, it is helpful to
think of these few individuals who
come to America with hope and
thankfulness and how this positively
affects those around them.
Happy Spring!

Many thanks to the members of
our congregation for their
contributions to the purchase of
the bed frames, mattresses, and
box springs for our new family.
North Windham All Sleep was
very helpful with the entire (and
a tad complex) purchasing
process.
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RABBINIC REFLECTIONS

RABBI JEREMY SCHWARTZ

What constitutes strength?
What constitutes personal strength and what constitutes national
strength? I’d like to expand on an idea I shared in services when we
read the Exodus story this winter. In the Passover story, Pharaoh’s
heart was “strong,” which enabled him to keep refusing to free the
Israelites in spite of the plagues. And God is said to have taken us out
of Egypt with a strong (usually here the word is translated “mighty”)
hand. But at the crucial turning point (Exodus 12:33), the people of
Egypt were “strong.” “Egypt was strong toward the people [i.e. the Israelites]
to hurry and release them, for they said, ‘all of us are dying.” The usual
reading of the verse is that the Egyptians were worried that the
plagues would continue to worsen and they would all die, so they
forcibly expelled the Israelites.
But I’d like to suggest a different reading: After the 10th plague, they broke through the wall
separating them from the humanity of the Israelites. ‘Ah, all of us – Egyptian and Israelite – are
dying. We are all mortal.’ And maybe they even understood that under the Egyptian slavery
regime, the Israelites had been doing more dying for hundreds of years. At that point they had
the strength to change everything. They knew the Israelites’ humanity and, therefore, their own
humanity in a new way. They quickly granted the slaves their freedom.

In the next verse, the Israelites wrap up their dough before it leavens. They don’t have time for
leavening, but they do have time, it turns out, to ask for gold and silver.
Continued on page 21

READINGS FOR APRIL 2019

Adar II - Nisan5779

SATURDAY, APRIL 6, 2019
1 NISAN 5779

SATURDAY, APRIL 13, 2019
8 NISAN 5779

Parashat Tazria, Shabbat Hachodash

Parashat Metzora, Shabbat Hagadol

Leviticus 12:1 - 13:59, Numbers, 28:9-15,
Exodus 12:1-20
This Year: Leviticus 13:29 - 13:59
Haftarah: Ezekiel 45:16-25

Leviticus 14:1 - 15:33
This Year: Leviticus 14:33 - 15:33
Haftarah: Malachi 3:4-24

SATURDAY, APRIL 20, 2019
15 NISAN 5779
First Day of Pesach
Exodus 12:21-51, Numbers 28:16-25
Haftarah: Joshua 5:2 - 6:1

SATURDAY, APRIL 27, 2019
22 NISAN 5779
Eighth Day of Pesach

Deuteronomy 14:22 - 15:18, Numbers 28:19-25
Haftarah: Isaiah 10:32 - 12:6
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SHABBAT CELEBRATIONS
NOTE: There are several changes to this month’s rotation of services and celebrations, as noted on the lower portion of the page.

1st Saturday of every month is Bagel & Bible beginning at 9:30 a.m.

 Friday, April 19th, EREV PESACH, NO SERVICES
 Saturday, April 20th, 1st Day of Pesach Service if we have a minyan of RSVPs to
office@templebnaiisrael.org

 Friday, April 26th, 7th day of Passover, Tikkun Olam VaNefesh Service, 7:30 p.m.
 Saturday, April 27th, 9:30 a.m. Shabbat Passover Service with Yizkor
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TEMPLE FAMILY NEWS
Hamakom yenachem - Condolences המקום ינחם

To:
Dana and Macie Tozzoli on the passing of Dana’s father Robert Tozolli.
David Abrams & Joseph Abramson on the passing of their mother, and Anna
& Molly Heller on the passing of their step-mother, Ruth Heller.
Welcome New Members! ברוכים הבאים
Hedy and Laurence Rudne
Peggy Beckett-Rinker
Sharen & Tom Peters

Mazal Tov - Congratulations! מזל טוב
Joan and Stu Sidney on the birth of a grandson on March 13th, Marcus Jean
Sidney, 9 lbs. 7 oz., 21 1/2 inches. Marcus joins his just-two-year-old
brother, and has already surpassed his brother’s birth weight. The proud
parents are the Sidney’s son Larry and his wife Kerstin.
A (bit belated) FOLLOW UP TO OUR FEBRUARY CHILI COOK-OFF AND
NOSHING FESTIVAL - great food, great fun, great company!
AND THE WINNER WAS - WELL, IT WAS A TIE!
Rav Jeremy’s and Marlene’s chili recipes were DELISH (as all
dishes were!), and garnered the same number of votes. Rav
Jeremy graciously and kindly ceded his 50% interest in the
prize, and turned the coveted gift certificate over to Marlene!
THANKS RAV JEREMY!
We hope you can join us next year for our 13th annual
Chili Cook-off and Noshing Extravaganza.

MANY TASTY CHILI RECIPES
WERE ENJOYED BY ALL.

TODD, STEVE, & NORA ENJOYING
POST-NOSHING RELAXATION!

More pics on page 17
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COMMITTEE AND BOOK CLUB NEWS
CARING COMMITTEE

Caring for each other in times of need.
Fran Jaffe
860.228.2390
franjaffe@earthlink.net

Ellie Shane
860.423.7418
eshane01@charter.net

I’d like to start by thanking all those who came
out to our Committee meeting in March. We
had a great turnout, even with the wintry
weather, and got to see some new faces. I’m
thrilled to say that we have leaders on call for
every month in 2019 except December. What a
great feeling! As I said in my email to Committee
members, this is the best Committee ever and
so aptly named!

DAUGHTERS OF ABRAHAM BOOK CLUB
Carol Kraus

yveskraus@earthlink.net

Salaam, Shalom and Peace to all.
Our next meeting is
Tuesday, April 16th, 6:30 p.m.
at the home of Jeanne Morascini
9 Old Willimantic Road
Columbia CT
Please join us for a discussion of:

Thank you to Susan Meisler and Rita Pollack, our
leaders in March. Sheila and Susan are signed up
for April.
As always, our Committee welcomes new
members. Why not consider joining us in
lending a hand to our fellow congregants when
they’re in need? It’s a simple commitment and
extremely worthwhile and rewarding. Call our
monthly leaders, the Committee co-chairs, Fran
Jaffe and Ellie Shane, or Rav Jeremy if you or
anyone you know needs some assistance.
Think Spring. It is coming – promise!
Fran
TIKKUN OLAM COMMITTEE, Merle Potchinsky, jermerle@att.net
The Tikkun Olam Committee, along with the synagogue, hosted one in a series of movies
sponsored by the NAACP last month. The movie, ‘Marshall’, focused on a particular legal case
with racial overtones tried by Thurgood Marshall (during his time with the ACLU) which
occurred near Bridgeport CT in the 1940’s. The movie generated a lively discussion among the
numerous attendees and the TO Committee is looking forward to hosting some of the
organizers of the NAACP at an upcoming meeting to get to know them a little better and
determine how we might support each other’s work.
Anne Willenborg provided a brief update on the status of our new Syrian refugee family with 2
young children. They are just settling in to our area with much adjusting needing to take place.
QCRR is looking for volunteers to help this family. Please contact Carol Kraus or Merle
Potchinsky if you would like to be connected to QCRR. With guidance from HIAS, our
committee is looking for opportunities to meet with our Congressional representative to advocate
Continued on page 9
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JEWISH GATHERINGS & LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
You are welcome to submit short notices about upcoming, non-partisan Jewish gatherings or opportunities for Jewish
learning that you think would be of interest to other members of the congregation. Please keep listings to 100
words or less. Disclaimers: This column reflects submission and so is not unbiased or comprehensive and does
not reflect the endorsement of the Temple or the rabbi. We reserve the right to edit submissions or to not include
submissions that conflict with important Temple events or with the Temple’s officially stated values, (although if you
don’t think it conflicts, we’ll probably publish it).
Hazon Food Conference
August 14th - 18th, 2019
Imagine picking your own vegetables on an organic farm at
the peak of harvest season and then learning how to cook
a beautiful meal outdoors with celebrated chefs. It will be
abundant, delicious, and fun. A great summer vacation
getaway that also includes boating, swimming, hiking,
Shabbat, fabulous farm-to-table meals, and all the
amenities of our Berkshires retreat center.
The Hazon Food Conference is carefully curated and designed for all ages and levels of
culinarians so bring your family and friends.
Prices rise on June 1 -- register at hazon.org now and save 10%!
Dr. Richard Freund
“Exodus and Mt. Sinai, do they exist?”
Monday, April 8, 7:00 p.m.
Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon Avenue, Colchester,
$10.00 donation requested for attendance.
Call 860-537-2809 to reserve your seat(s).
Dr. Freund is a Maurice Greenberg Professor of Jewish History and Director of the Maurice
Greenberg Center for Judaic Studies at the University of Hartford. Dr. Freund is a field archaeologist and historian who has developed a new method for working on sites with social, political,
and religious sensitivities and where traditional archaeological techniques cannot easily be used.

8

TIKKUN OLAM COMMITTEE continued from page 7

for refugees and asylum seekers. We wish to keep this issue alive at the Federal level as the
current administration has almost completely restricted resettlement of refugees and removed all
funding for resettlement and related programs.
We are also continuing to explore the possibility of Congregation-based Community Organizing
and hope to meet with a representative from Industrial Areas Foundation (IAF) at our next TO
meeting. That meeting is expected to take place April 14th at 9:30 a.m.; we nearly always meet the
2nd Sunday morning of the month.
Please contact Merle jermerle@att.net if you are interested in working with this very active
committee, there is much in the planning stages!

SAVE THE DATES - April 10th and 11th: JEWISH COHOUSING EVENTS
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SARAH RATNER LIBRARY - BOOK REVIEWS AND OTHER NEWS.
Passover is one of many Jewish holidays we observe and share with friends and
family while celebrating in a variety of ways. If you're interested in merging
ancient traditions with your personal and modern celebrations, you should read
Keeping Passover by Ira Steingroot. Instead of focusing on what we must do,
Steingroot offers options for what we may do. This book discusses ways to
include children, various table arrangements, suggestions for choosing the right
Haggadah, and the meaning of the Passover symbols. This "highly accessible
resource" offers lots of choices and suggestions, from "simple to elaborate,
traditional to innovative." Chag Sameach!

Thanks to Hanna Marcus and the Hochberg Holocaust and Human Rights
Education Committee for the donation of her memoir, Sidonia's Thread. This
book blends facts with intrigue and artifacts with photographs. An empowering
story of the relationship of a mother and daughter, both immigrants to the
United States, this story describes Hanna's journey to investigate and eventually
understand her mother's "secrets" from her past. A carefully crafted text with
sewing metaphors to illustrate how their lives are "stitched together" Sidonia's
Thread is a tale of love, reverence, and perseverance.
************************

Would you like to be a volunteer, and serve as a part-time librarian? The Temple library needs
you! If you'd like to join us for 1-2 planning meetings yearly, help select texts to be added to our
shelves, design plans for library organization and future initiatives, and/or shelve/label/check out
books, AND, even write these great articles too contact Rochelle.
To become one of our volunteer librarians, please email or call Rochelle,
860-429-1787, rochelle.marcus@gmail.com. Thanks in advance.
Jewish History Book Club
Please join us.
If you would like to participate,
please contact Sheldon Mossberg
sheldonmossberg@gmail.com
860-228-2897
Our next meeting is
Tuesday, April 23rd, 1:00 p.m.
in the Temple library

The Temple’s regular library hours are 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. on Wednesdays
when Jewish Exploration classes are in session.
The library annex carts are always available, and you can check out books using the instructions
we have posted and the card/envelope system we have in place. Let us know if you have any
questions.
Your Library Committee: Sue-Ellen Kirkham, Rochelle Marcus, Scott DeShong, Peter Malinow
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Judith A. Stein
Attorney at Law
Executive Director

Tiffany Blumenstein
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SAVE THE DATE FOR A SPIRITUAL EARTH DAY CELEBRATION
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THE TREE OF LIFE - SUSTAINING OUR SPIRITUAL CENTER
We are well under way with our new pledge program, honoring those who are able to give over
and above their current membership dues for the following:

To have your name added to our Tree of Life, or to honor or memorialize a loved one or
special occasion:

 At $100, your inscription will appear on a Tree-of-Life leaf (limit of 21 letters).
 At $500, your inscription will appear on a Tree-of-Life branch.
 At $1,000 (Bnaifactors) your name will be on a Tree-of-Life rock; the foundation of our
synagogue.

We have also established two new Major Gift categories, which will be recognized on a
new Honorial Board in the upstairs lobby.

 Gifts of $2,500 - $4,999 will be acknowledged as Patrons.
 Gifts of $5,000 or more will be acknowledged as Sustainers.
Please join those who have already given. Note: Patron and Sustainer giving will include that
which a donor has already given for Chai, Yizkor and Bnaifactor. For further information,
please contact Sheila Amdur, sheilabamdur@gmail.com.

SUSTAINERS
Sheila Amdur
David & Marilyn Foster
Pearl Zuckerman
Ken Dardick & Judith Stein

PATRONS

Robert & Jane Moskowitz

BNAIFACTORS
Sheila Amdur
Harry & Honey Birkenruth
Georgia & Gene Mittelman
Martin & Randee Berliner
Rita Pollack
Gerry Berkowitz
Bruce & Sharon Brettschneider
Pearl Zuckerman
Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz & Merle Potchinsky
Stephen & Faith Kenton
Edith Prague

Ken Dardick & Judy Stein
Peter & Stephanie Malinow
Anne & Michael Willenborg
Stuart Sidney & Joan Seliger-Sidney
Robert & Jane Moskowitz
Jerome & Nina Rosen
Carol Colombo
David & Marilyn Foster
Todd & Mona Friedland
Gail & Joe Petrowsky
Sharen & Tom Peters
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RECENT DONATIONS
General Fund
Sandra and Arnold Dashefsky in memory of Harold Abramson

Bnaifactor
Sharen and Dr. Tom Peters

Bread and Torah
Judy Stein and Ken Dardick

Syrian Refugee Family - Bedding Needs
Judy Stein and Ken Dardick
Rav Jeremy and Merle Potchinsky
Sharon and Bruce Brettschneider
Anne Willenborg

Bernice Freedman-Warnke
Harry & Honey Birkenruth
Ilene Reiner

We thank the Hevra Kaddisha for donating proceeds from taharas to the
Hevra Kaddisha Fund.

OUR TREE OF LIFE CONTINUES TO GROW
Dear Friends, THANK YOU to all who have thus far
contributed to our Tree of Life Campaign. We have
begun the artistic inscription process with help from
the talented hands of member Ellen Marshall.
It’s not too late to have your Tree Of Life inscription on
a leaf, branch, or, at the Bnaifactor level of giving, a
rock.
At the Patron and Sustainer levels, your inscription will
be on a plaque in the upstairs lobby.
Contact Sheila Amdur if you have questions
or would like to donate.
sheilabamdur@gmail.com
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PURIM! (MORE PICTURES ON PAGE 22)
In the spirit and fun of Purim, we are having a caption contest! Submit your captions for one or
all of Purim celebration photos! Winners will be announced in the next issue of The Bulletin, at
which time prizes (if there are any to be had) will also be announced.

YOUR RECIPES WANTED
Dear Friends, we are collecting recipes for a Temple Bnai Israel
cookbook as part of our year-long focus on food and spirituality.
If you have a family/favorite recipe to share, please put it in the
grey cardboard box marked “Recipes”, located in the upstairs
lobby.
You can also e-mail your recipe(s) to
Judy Stein at JStein@medicareadvocacy.org
or to the Temple office, office@templebnaiisrael.org.
Soon to be the Temple
Bnai Israel Cookbook.
Please include your name, and if there is a story about the food or the
Send us your
recipe that you would like to share, please include that as well. We look
recipes!
forward to gathering all of your recipes and creating our very special
cookbook.
We’d love to TASTE those recipes as well; so feel free to make it for a kiddush, Shabbes
dinner, or other food-related event!
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APRIL JEWRY DUTY PARTICIPANTS AND NEEDS
Friday, April 5th, 7:30 p.m. Shabbat
Service
Jane & Bernie Schreiber
Paul & Annette Shapiro

Saturday, April 20th 1st Day of
Passover Yizkor Service IF we have a
minyan of RSVPs to
office@templebnaiisrael.org

Faye Ringel

Hillary Stern and Marc Kronisch
3 more participants needed
Friday, April 26th, 7:30 p.m. 7th Day
of Pesach, Tikkun Olam VaNefesh
Service
Harry and Honey Birkenruth
3 more participants needed
Saturday, April 27th, 10:00 a.m.
Shabbat Service

1 more participant needed

Rita Pollack

Sheila Amdur
Stephanie and Peter Malinow
Saturday, April 6th, 9:30 a.m. Bagel &
Bible and Jewish Explorations
Adult Bagel & Bible
Rita Pollack

Jewish Explorations Bagel & Bible
Elisabeth & Emmanuel Buzay
Ravit & Ishay Stein

Leanna Loomer
Scott DeShong

Macie Tozzoli

Friday, April 12th, 6:15 p.m. T.G.I.
Shabbes
Fran & Drew Jaffe
Ellie Shane
Carol & Yves Kraus
Sheldon & Marjorie Golden Mossberg
Saturday, April 13th, 10:00 a.m. Shabbat
Service
Lottie Hackner
Carol & Yves Kraus
Scott DeShong
1 additional participant needed
Friday, April 19th, Erev Pesach,
NO SERVICES
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AND THE CHILI-FEST FUN CONTINUED!

And then there’s
the sundae bar!
It’s gets just a tad
better each year!

Many thanks to Sharen Peters for her decadent
chocolate trifle, the perfect accompaniment to our
decadent UCONN Ice Cream!

And then, of course, our
piñata event! Young and
old alike participated, but
darn, those youngers are
strong, and Alyssa made
quick work of said Pinata!
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JEWISH EXPLORATIONS

MORAH DARA BOWLING, MORAHDARA@ATT.NET

It’s Purim time again!
As I write this, I’m thinking of the Purim celebrations of my youth—the kitchen scented with
prune hamantaschen, my mother rushing the still-warm pastries into a tin amid echoes of “we’re
going to be late”! as my father looked for his keys and I put the finishing touches on my costume
(which was usually Queen Esther. My lavender flower-girl dress from my sister’s wedding made
MANY repeat appearances until I outgrew it.) We would arrive at my school’s Purim Carnival a
little disheveled, a little rushed, but soon enough the noise and the colors and the movement
would weave their spell, and my family would step out of its often-hectic routine and just be.
The pervasive feeling was that of wonder, of joy and excitement. Purim was always a magical
time when I was a child.
Things have changed since then. Who knew that you could actually stuff hamantaschen with
chocolate chips? And that lavender dress is a long-gone memory. But what remains is the sense
of wonder and joy, watching children drown out that awful name with stomping feet and whirling
gragers. I love seeing our students take part in the creative services that Rav Jeremy delivers, love
hearing their voices chime into the chorus of “Why Am I Here?” I love watching them act in a
Purim shpiel, glancing at their not-so-subtly hidden scripts. And most of all, I love watching them
share the same kind of stepping-out-of-the-norm togetherness with their families that I was
fortunate enough to spend with my own. Today, with all the demands on our time, this kind of
togetherness is part-gift, part-miracle.

I wish you all joy and celebration. Chag sameach!
B'shalom,
Morah Dara
J-KIDS FAMILIES CLUB

Nancy Beller-Krieger
E-mail: Nancybk@templebnaiisrael.org Cell: 1-561-707-2623

Simcha raba, simcha raba, aviv higiya, Pesach ba! Joyous time, joyous time, spring is
here, Pesach is coming!
In mid-March we sent out a survey once again to gauge interest in either a family Passover
seder, or an idea-sharing event before Passover to add some fun child-friendly elements to your
seder. Depending on the response, if there is an interest in either a Seder or a pre-Passover
get-together, a mutually agreeable date will be finalized by the end of March.
Here’s what’s on our schedule for April and May. If you know of families who would be
interested in our events, please invite them to join us!
Key: JE – Jewish Explorations (formerly Religious School/Hebrew School). FH – family holiday
programs. FFri – family Friday night potluck and service. FSat – family Saturday service, or
family Havdalah. O – Social outing. C – Community event

April 2019

 FSat Saturday April 6 – Family Shabbat 11:00am – 12 noon
Continued at the top of the next page
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 FH Family Seder TBA (First Seder Friday April 19; Second Seder Saturday April 20), or a
Passover idea-sharing event TBA.

May 2019

 FSat Saturday May 4 – Family Shabbat 11:00 – 12 noon
 O,C Sunday May 5 – Interfaith Spiritual Earth Celebration (sponsored by the Windham Interfaith Working Group, details TBA)
 FFri Friday May 10 – Friday night potluck; host home needed
 O Sunday May 19 – End of year Picnic and Game Day
We look forward to sharing these events with your families!

Nancy

APRIL YAHRZEITS
Kaddish will be said for the following Yahrzeit's on April 5th and 6th
Herman Isselbacker

1 Nisan

April 6

Morris Greenberg

1 Nisan

April 6

1 Nisan

April 6

2 Nisan

April 7

Evelyn "Bobby" Shapiro

Mother of Paul Shapiro

Sophie Taffel Greenberg
Jordon Boggs

Close friend of Bayla Ostrach

2 Nisan

April 7

Aline Helfer

Mother of Stephanie Malinow

2 Nisan

April 7

Lester Joshua Millman

Husband of Ida Millman

2 Nisan

April 7

Dorothy C. Prague

Mother-in-Law of Edith Prague

3 Nisan

April 8

Benjamin Gutstein

Father of Rita Pollack

3 Nisan

April 8

Helen Borodach

4 Nisan

April 9

Sadie Frankel

5 Nisan

April 10

Seymour Moskowitz

Father of Robert Moskowitz

5 Nisan

April 10

Samuel Kosto

Father of Susan Meisler

5 Nisan

April 10

Rose E. Kushner

Mother of Sandra Roth

5 Nisan

April 10

Ben Abrams

6 Nisan

April 11

Paul Kaplitz

6 Nisan

April 11

6 Nisan

April 11

7 Nisan

April 12

7 Nisan

April 12

Paul DeShong

Father of Scott DeShong

Charles Tauster
Meihle Stutz

Grandmother William Israel

April Yahrzeits continued on next page
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APRIL YAHRZEITS CONTINUED
Kaddish will be said for the following Yahrzeit's on April 12th and 13th
Arthur Rosenstein

8 Nisan

April 13

Samuel Ballon

8 Nisan

April 13

William Beckett

Father of Peggy Beckett-Rinker

8 Nisan

April 13

Phil Segal

Father of Herb Segal

9 Nisan

April 14

9 Nisan

April 14

Milton Lauter
Elliot Glassman

Father of Leanne Rand

9 Nisan

April 14

Joseph Berkman

Grandfather of Ellie Shane

10 Nisan

April 15

11 Nisan

April 16

Eva Glasner
Evelyn Hazlehurst

Mother of Sharon Brettschneider

11 Nisan

April 16

Joseph Halperin

Father of Randee Berliner

11 Nisan

April 16

Rhoda Golden

Great grandmother of Sam and Willow Golden

11 Nisan

April 16

James Robertson

12 Nisan

April 17

David Levine

12 Nisan

April 17

Pearl Diane Newman

Mother of Carol Kraus

12 Nisan

April 17

Rachel Fishman Schreiber

Aunt of Bernie Schreiber

13 Nisan

April 18

Kaddish will be said for the following Yahrzeit's on April 19th and 20th
Rivkah Ebram

Aunt of Bernie Schreiber

15 Nisan

April 20

Irwin I. Krug

Great Uncle of Jeanne Morascini

16 Nisan

April 21

Mollie Krug

Great Aunt of Jeanne Morascini

17 Nisan

April 22

Nettie Rosen

Mother of Janet Miller and Sidney Rosen

17 Nisan

April 22

Samuel Gordon

Husband of Irene Gordon

18 Nisan

April 23

20 Nissan

April 25

David Feigelstock
Nancy Klein

Cousin of Merle Potchinsky

20 Nissan

April 25

Isaac Hochberg

Grandfather of Jeanne Morascini

21 Nissan

April 26

April Yahrzeits continued on next page

Please consider
the Temple in your
estate planning.
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APRIL YAHRZEITS CONTINUED
Kaddish will be said for the following Yahrzeit's on April 26th and 27th
Mitchell Rosenstein

23 Nisan

April 28

Hazel Adams DeLuca

Mother of Grace Adams

23 Nisan

April 28

Ida Lessner

Mother of Moshe Lessner

24 Nisan

April 29

Hyman Pollack

Father-in-Law of Rita Pollack

26 Nisan

May 1

Milton Braslow

Step-father of Merle Potchinsky

26 Nisan

May 1

Max Heller

Father-in-law of Ruth Heller

26 Nisan

May 1

George Rubin

Father of Georgia Mittelman

27 Nisan

May 2

Frances Miller

Mother-in-law of Janet Miller

28 Nisan

May 3

RABBINIC REFLECTIONS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
I wonder if the Torah is criticizing the Israelites. They were ready for the Exodus – they had
roasted the lamb, put the blood on the doorposts, had their sandals on their feet and their walking
sticks in their hand. The one thing they weren’t ready for was the Egyptians’ teshuvah, their
readiness to enter into human relationship. So they took ‘takable’ stuff and rushed away. And
we’ve been eating cardboard on Passover ever since. In this reading, the matzah, the “bread of
poverty,” is a bread of our own spiritual poverty, of our lack of faith in the possibility that others
might turn themselves around.
On the other hand, there are more positive readings of the matzah. It is a reminder: when the
opportunity for change comes, act immediately! It’s tempting to hide from liberating change,
whether personal or social. We’re never completely ready. It might even feel ‘afflicting’ in the
short term. And so we eat the ‘bread of affliction.’ But our willingness to change is a core
requirement of our own tikkun, our own liberation and betterment.
What is strength? In Pirkei Avot, the 2nd century collection of aphorisms, Ben Zoma says, “Who
is heroic? The one who conquers their yetser, (meaning their raw desire or tendency to act without
regard to their interconnection with others and with God).” In rabbinic symbol-ology, leavening
is connected to that yetser – that desire or tendency. Leaven hangs out, taking its time and puffing
itself up. Matzah just gets going. Its brittleness – maybe we could say its vulnerability – doesn’t
stop it from leaving Egypt.
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MORE PURIM PICS! ENJOY.
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5:30 p.m.
Security
Comm. Mtg.

4:30-6:30 p.m.
Jewish
Explorations
7:00 p.m.
Ritual Comm. Mtg.

9:30a.m.
Tikkun Olam
Comm. Mtg.
w/NAACP guest

4:30-6:30 p.m.
Jewish
Explorations

10:00 a.m. Torah
study with Rav
Jeremy and Beth
El of Mansfield at
Hillel.

6:00 p.m.
Learn about
cohousing.
Details page 9.

10:45 a.m.
Mussar Va’ad
4:30 p.m.
traveling dinner
See back cover.

7:00 p.m.
Yom Hashoah
Observance

7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service

6:00 p.m.
Help create a
cohousing
vision.

6:15 p.m. T.G.I.
Shabbes

SUBMISSION

DEADLINE

6:30 p.m.
Daughters of
Abraham Book
Club (pg. 7).

7:00 p.m.
Board mtg.

4:30-6:30 p.m.
Jewish
Explorations
6:30 p.m.
Interfaith working
group mtg.

11:00 a.m. J-Kids
Family Shabbat

10:00 a.m.
Shabbat Service

BULLETIN

1:00 p.m.
Jewish History
Book Club
(pg. 10)

10:00 a.m.
Sandwich
making at the
Soup kitchen.

9:30 a.m.
Bagel & Bible,
Shabbat Service,
Jewish
Explorations

Erev
Pesach
no services.

OFFICE CLOSED

7th day of
Pesach.
7:30 p.m. Tikkun
Olam VaNefesh
Service

10:00 a.m.
First Day of
Pesach service
IF we have a
minyan of
RSVPs.

9:30 a.m.
Shabbat and
Passover Service
with Yizkor and
Jewish
Explorations

Dear Friends, changes often take place after this calendar has
been published. Please always confirm days and times of
events/services by visiting our web site’s calendar:
templebnaiisrael.org
Choose “events” tab,
then choose “calendar”
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