The Bulletin

TEMPLE BNAI ISRAEL’S MEMBERS & FRIENDS NEWSLETTER
“...to do justly, love mercy, and
walk humbly with thy God.”

MARCH 2019

ADAR I - ADAR II 5779

Bread and Torah
Days of Hands-On Baking, Making,
Learning, and Sharing
With Rabbis Linda Motzkin and
Jonathan Rubenstein
March 23rd and 24th
Slice of Heaven Breads
Saturday, March 23rd, 6:30 p.m., Pot-Luck Vegetarian Dinner
Introduction to “Bread and Torah” and “Slice of Heaven Breads” synagogue-based
bakery. As our congregation approaches making some big decisions in our visioning process, learn about how
a Saratoga Springs synagogue integrated into its space and program a full-fledged, socially conscious bakery
(featured in our vision-process-launching “innovation gallery”).

At 8:00 p.m., we will have Havdalah, followed by a Torah parchment making workshop, and scribal
presentation, with Rabbi Motzkin: Help make an actual Torah parchment and learn of the spirituality and
ethics of the scribal process. An experience not to be missed!

Sunday, March 24th, 8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m. Baking workshop at Covenant Soup Kitchen, Bake rolls to
distribute to the Soup Kitchen guests and to eat yourselves. Learn the
technical and spiritual art of bread-baking from Rabbi Rubenstein.
At 10:00 a.m., sandwich-making and distribution for the guests. We hope you
can make the whole workshop, but if you have to come late, do come.
12:30 p.m.: Over light lunch back at Temple Bnai Israel: “Spiritual
Fitness: Nutrition, Eating Behaviors, and Jewish Practice” (and
informal Torah hide-sanding session).
The full Saturday night and Sunday morning program are very child(and adult-) friendly! We’ve moved Jewish Explorations to Sunday morning,
but hope children and teens will join us in parchment-making as well.

Fun fact: If you were part of the Temple during Rav Jeremy’s last sabbatical, you probably met Rabbis
Rubenstein and Motzkin’s daughter, Rabbi Ruhi Sophia Motzkin Rubenstein, who served as our guest student
rabbi.

Free and open to the public.
PLEASE RSVP to office@templebnaiisrael.org or 860-423-3743
and tell us which parts of the program you’ll be attending.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
I hope that you read last month’s issue of
The Bulletin as I follow up and share with
you information regarding the sale of the
parsonage. Most of you know, but some
of you may not, that the Temple owned
the house located next door. Prior to Rav
Jeremy, Merle, and Arielle joining our
community, our Rabbi(s) lived there.
Since Rav Jeremy’s arrival, the parsonage
has been rented. In years past, it served as
home to our custodian(s) and their
families as part of their employee
compensation package. More recently, it
was a rental property. Although we had
rental income, the parsonage needed ongoing care and upkeep. It was held
together by Jim Baber with community
support, including, but not limited, to Alex
Nishball.
The Board of Directors decided to sell the
house, and it was put on the market in
September of 2018. It was sold, and the
closing occurred in January 2019. Upon
recommendations from the Finance
Committee, it is most likely that the proceeds from the sale will be invested in Certificate of Deposits that are FDIC insured.
The money will be divided and placed in
more than one CD so if money is needed
it is available to fund our deficit. It is the
Board’s hope that we will not need to use
the money for our operating budget and
that it will be used only if other cost
saving measures have been exhausted.

many aspects of the operating budget
including building and grounds, office supplies
and mailings, cleaning needs, High Holiday
and cantor costs, and school needs. At the
same time we will consider way to increase our
revenues. While making these decisions, we
are working to make recommendations for the
June Annual meeting regarding our building
needs and future course.
This year marks the 110th anniversary of
Temple Bnai Israel. It is helpful for me to
remember the evolution and sustainability of
our Jewish community. It is an appropriate
time to offer MAZEL TOV to Sam Marcus
along with his parents, Rochelle and Alan, and
sister, Sophie, along with their extended
family, on the occasion of Sam’s recent Bar
Mitzvah. What a wonderful way to bring in
our 110th year. Sam’s service leading and Dvar
Torah were a pleasure to experience. We are
thankful to have the Marcus family as part of
our Temple Family and hopeful that Sam will
continue to share all he has to offer!

Please turn to page 9 for a special
request from Anne.

The Board is looking to implement budget
cuts as we try to balance our operating
budget. At this time, we are reviewing
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REFLECTIONS
A GUEST COLUMN
You know why this rag is called The Bulletin, don’t you? The
“Bull-etin?” Get it? I mean, who can believe this stuff ? Just take
last month’s “Rabbinic Reflections.” “New Year for trees” my
tuchas. I don’t see any trees wearing cone-hats and dropping balls in
Times Square. They don’t have no New Years. Ok, the guy’s a rabbi.
He’s got a skewed point of view. Maybe he thinks the trees are
Jewish. I still don’t see any trees blowing shofar and dipping their
apples in honey. This “New Year for trees” stuff is a lot of
bull –etin.
Or what about the part where the rabbi says, “if you’re conducting a
siege?” But you’re not conducting a siege! Where does the rabbi get
off saying this stuff ? I know you people! You’re fine, upstanding
people. You do your Jewry Duty; you shop at the coop. I’ve never seen one of you conducting
a siege! It’s outrageous.
And that’s just the rabbi. I’m not even going to get started with the President, and the Library
Committee and everyone. Bulletin. But you know who’s really full of bull-etin? Haman!! I
mean all that stuff about a foreign group scattered among the peoples who don’t keep the laws
and shouldn’t be tolerated - (See Esther 3:8). What a crock!! So don’t pay attention to all that
bulloney. And have yourself a merry little Purim, a joyous, generous, and very political Purim!
-Jeremy
READINGS FOR MARCH 2019
SATURDAY, MARCH 2, 2019
25 ADAR 1, 5779
Parashat Vayakhel Shabbat Shekalim

Adar I - Adar II 5779
SATURDAY, MARCH 9, 2019
2 ADAR II, 5779
Parashat Pekudei

Exodus 36:1 - 38:20, 30:11-16
This Year: 37:17 - 38:20, 30:11-16
Haftarah: II Kings 12:5-16

Exodus 38:21 - 40:38
This Year: 39:22 - 40:38
Haftarah: I Kings 7:51 - 8:21

SATURDAY, MARCH 16, 2019
9 ADAR II, 5779

SATURDAY, MARCH 23, 2019
16 ADAR II, 5779

Parashat Vayikra - Shabbat Zachor

Parashat Tzav

Leviticus 1:1 - 5:26; Deuteronomy 25:17-19
Leviticus: 6:1 - 8:36
This Year: 4:27 - 5:26; Deuteronomy 25:17 - 19
This Year: 8:1 - 8:36
Haftarah: I Samuel
15:2-34
SATURDAY, MARCH 30, 2019
23 ADAR II, 5779
Parashat Shemini - Shabbat Parah

Leviticus 9:1 - 11:47; Numbers 19:1-22
This Year: 11:1 - 11:47; Numbers 19:1 - 22
Haftarah: Ezekiel 36:22-36

4

SHABBAT CELEBRATIONS
NOTE: There are several changes to this month’s rotation of services and celebrations, as noted on the lower portion of the page.

Saturday, March 2nd, 9:30 a.m. Bagel and Bible - There was an old children’s song that said, “we’re all in our
places with bright, shining faces.” It turns out that “shining faces” is a deeper issue than smiling children in their
seats. In honor of Merle’s father’s yahrzeit, we’ll learn from Rav Shlomo Wolbe’s teaching about the worldchanging, even cosmic, significance of ‘shining faces.”
Friday, March 8th, T.G.I. Shabbes, 6:15 p.m. This month, a lullaby for King Ahasuerus by Natan Alterman.
Note that at last month’s T.G.I. Shabbes, Rav Jeremy announced that March T.G.I. Shabbes would be with the
Emissaries. We’ve had to do some rescheduling, so they’ll do a “Shabbes Schmooze” with us on the 29th instead,
and they’ll be with us for our June 14 T.G.I. Shabbes as well.
Friday, March 15th, Regular Shabbat Service, 7:30 p.m. this 3rd Friday (for this month only) will be Shabbat
Service - We’ve moved our Tikkun Olam VaNefesh Service to March 22nd as noted below.
Friday, March 22nd, Tikkun Olam VaNefesh Service, 7:30 p.m. this 4th Friday (for this month only) will be
a Tikkun Olam VaNefesh Service (not our normally scheduled 4th Friday Shabbes Dinner at a member’s home).
Friday, March 29th, 7:30 p.m., Shabbes Schmooze The 29th is a 5th Friday, which means we can do
something a little different with our Shabbat celebration. This time, there will be no service, but an
after-dinner Shabbes Schmooze with this year’s Young Emissaries, Roy and Liron. We’ll say kiddush,
have desserts and drinks, and have an open, informal conversation with them. People always enjoy these
opportunities and we’re sure this year will be no different. As always, there will be an opportunity to say Kaddish
for those in mourning or with a yahrzeit. Please join us!
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TEMPLE FAMILY NEWS
Hamakom yenachem - Condolences המקום ינחם
Bernie Schreiber and family on the loss of Bernie’s uncle, Jack Schreiber. May his
memory be a source of strength and a blessing.

Refu'ah shelema - Get Well Soon תרגיש טוב במהרה
We wish Carol Colombo, Leanne Rand, Lottie Hackner, and
Nancy Beller-Krieger speedy recoveries.
A REVIEW OF OUR RECENT AGE-ING TO SAGE-ING WORKSHOP
Many thanks to Marc Kronisch and
Chuck Silverstein for bringing this
enlightening program to our
community on Sunday, February 3,
2019. Based on a book by Reb
Zalman, Sage-ing looks at “life in a new
way as we grow older: a spiritual
practice that involves harvesting the
wisdom of our lives, transmitting that
wisdom as a legacy to future generations and giving back through
service.” (from sage-ing.org)
In addition to an overview of this field
of study (also part of transpersonal
psychology), discussion focused on
how to change the paradigm in our
society to truly honoring our elders. In
concert with the four worlds described
in the Kaballistic Tree of Life (Spiritual
- Intellectual-Emotional-Physical),
Sage-ing suggests the need to
synthesize wisdom for future
generations. Participants enjoyed some
preliminary exercises that allowed us to
practice deep listening and begin to deal
with life’s completion. The program
suggests that we utilize a variety of
skills to work on our inner selves.

These involve journal work, cultivating
an inner silence/meditation, spiritual
intimacy and imaginal exercises. The
importance of forgiveness and being an
agent of healing and reconciliation rang
true for many of us that attended.
A number of references were suggested
for further study, including The Power of
Purpose by Richard Leider, The
December Project by Sara Davidson and
the websites sage-ing.org (secular
perspective) and yerusha.org
(Jewish perspective).
With a plea for the group to “keep some
room in your heart for the unimaginable”,
this thought-provoking workshop formed
the beginning of what could be a more
in-depth area of study for our
congregation and the community.
Are you interested?
If so, please contact Marc Kronisch at
marckronisch@hotmail.com so we can
possibly make plans for future
programming. Stay tuned!
--- An enthusiastic participant
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COMMITTEE AND BOOK CLUB NEWS
CARING COMMITTEE

Caring for each other in times of need.
Fran Jaffe
860.228.2390
franjaffe@earthlink.net

Ellie Shane
860.423.7418
eshane01@charter.net

Sincere thanks to our newest members Scott
DeShong, Ellen Marshall, Michael Lassow and
Hillary Stern for volunteering to serve on our
Committee. Looking forward to working with
you.

DAUGHTERS OF ABRAHAM BOOK CLUB
Carol Kraus

yveskraus@earthlink.net

Salaam, Shalom and Peace to all.
Our next meeting is
Tuesday, March 19, 6:30 p.m.
at the home of Jeanne Morascini
9 Old Willimantic Road
Columbia CT
Please join us for a discussion of:

Fortunately, February was a quiet month (and
we like those!). Susan Meisler has signed up for
March and Sheila for April. They could use
partners. If you are able to assist in an
upcoming month, please let me know. Our
volunteers are so appreciated by our Temple
Bnai Israel family.
Our group is expecting to meet in March to get
acquainted with our new members and
reconnect with our long term friends. Details
of a meeting will be forthcoming. If you know
of anyone who could use our help, call our
monthly leader(s), the committee co-chairs,
Fran and Ellie, or Rav Jeremy.
Let’s hope that the rest of the winter is kind to
us -- so think spring!
Fran
TIKKUN OLAM COMMITTEE, Merle Potchinsky, jermerle@att.net
The Tikkun Olam Committee, the Culture Committee, and Temple Bnai Israel will have hosted
the Marshall movie as part of the NAACP movie series on February 24th and as of this
publication we are hopeful for a good crowd, honest conversation, and an increased awareness
and activity to counteract ingrained racism in ourselves and in our society. We are excited to be
partnering with this important local organization and are looking forward to initiating new
opportunities to work and socialize with them more into the future. The next movie in their
series is on Saturday, March 23rd, 2:00 p.m. “Brother Outsider:The Life of Bayard Rustin” at
Storrs Friends Meeting House.
We also busy exploring other action. We continue to work with a representative from IAF to
learn more about faith-based community organizing. We are putting together a statement to
seek approval from our synagogue community and Board about becoming part of the
Interreligious Ecojustice Network (IREJN), working towards educating and advocating for
Continued on page 9
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JEWISH GATHERINGS & LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
You are welcome to submit short notices about upcoming, non-partisan Jewish gatherings or opportunities for Jewish
learning that you think would be of interest to other members of the congregation. Please keep listings to 100
words or less. Disclaimers: This column reflects submission and so is not unbiased or comprehensive and does
not reflect the endorsement of the Temple or the rabbi. We reserve the right to edit submissions or to not include
submissions that conflict with important Temple events or with the Temple’s officially stated values, (although if you
don’t think it conflicts, we’ll probably publish it).
17th Annual North American Chevrah Kadisha and Jewish Cemetery Conference
https://jewish-funerals.org/north-american-chevrah-kadisha-and-jewish-cemetery-conference-2019
Colorado State University Fort Collins, Colorado, Monday, June 3 through lunch on June 5, 2019
Why Attend?
If you need emotional re-charging, get your batteries ready because you will be re-inspired, re-enthused, and
re-energized by the amazing teachers and folks who attend this conference. Don't miss the "live" taharah demo
as well as discussions of intermarried burials, active listening, marketing traditional funerals and burials, infection
control, history of the Chevrah Kadisha, autopsy and medical examiners, non-profit funeral homes, transgender
issues, cemetery consecration, Maavor Yabbok text study, healing, cemetery issues, and much more. Plus lots of
networking, discussing, strategizing, sharing, and supporting.
Who Should Attend:
We encourage every synagogue, Jewish cemetery, and Chevrah Kadisha, as well as related institutions such as a
hospice or hospital, to send a team to the conference. There's a lot to learn, to share, and to bring home. If you
are new to end-of-life work, this gathering will provide you education and inspiration, concrete resources with a
network of experts. And did we mention networking? If you are experienced, the conference gives you a wealth
of options to learn in-depth, or branch out to new areas.

YOUR RECIPES WANTED
Dear Friends, we are collecting recipes for a Temple Bnai Israel
cookbook as part of our year-long focus on food and spirituality.
If you have a family/favorite recipe to share, please put it in the
grey cardboard box marked “Recipes”, located in the upstairs
lobby.
You can also e-mail your recipe(s) to
Judy Stein. JStein@medicareadvocacy.org
or to the Temple office, office@templebnaiisrael.org.
Soon to be the Temple
Bnai Israel Cookbook.
Please include your name, and if there is a story about the food or the
Send us your
recipe that you would like to share, please include that as well. We look
recipes!
forward to gathering all of your recipes and creating our very special
cookbook.
We’d love to TASTE those recipes as well; so feel free to make it for a kiddush, Shabbes
dinner, or other food-related event!
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TIKKUN OLAM COMMITTEE, continued from page 7
positions that will help make us a more sustainable world and slow negative impacts on our global
climate.
We are also positioning ourselves, and potentially our QCRR partners, to be available to National
Refugee organizations (HIAS and Episcopal Migration Ministries [our regional resettlement
organization, IRIS’, national umbrella) to continue our advocacy work supporting refugee
resettlement in the U.S. and in our region.
If you have ideas to share or are interested in helping move these goals forward, please
join our efforts. We typically meet on the second Sunday of the month in the synagogue
library at 9:30 am. Or you can contact Merle at jermerle@att.net, thanks!
CAN YOU HELP OUR COMMUNITIES NEWEST SYRIAN FAMILY?
Dear Members and Friends,
Through some miracle, QCRR will be welcoming a Syrian Refugee Family of 4 in early March.
QCRR is a partnership of over 40 faith communities, including Temple Bnai Israel, and 300 Quiet
Corner residents formed in 2015 to co-sponsor refugee families with Integrated Refugee and
Immigration Services (IRIS) of New Haven. Co-leaders Ann Plumley and Steve Lane head this
organization with energy and purpose. Our first family arrived in July of 2016, and our second
family arrived May 3, 2017. Now we are surprised and overwhelmingly pleased to be
co-sponsoring another family.
There are many household goods needed when a new family arrives; many of these household
needs are met by WAIM and through donations from individuals and groups. One of the only
household items that is required to be NEW is bedding. Temple Bnai Israel has committed to
sharing the purchase of new bedding (Queen mattress and box spring, two twin bed sets) with St.
Paul's Church. Our total commitment is $450.00. IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN

DONATING TOWARDS THE PURCHASE OF BEDDING FOR A NEW SYRIAN
REFUGEE FAMILY PLEASE SEND A CHECK TO OUR P.O. BOX #61, MADE OUT
TO TEMPLE BNAI ISRAEL, AND NOTE IT IS FOR THE MATTRESS FUND. If

you prefer to donate using a credit card, call the office at 860-423-3743 and speak with
Marlene, or go to our web site’s donation page at templebnaiisrael.org; choose the
SUPPORT tab and then click on DONATE. Marlene will monitor the donations and let
everyone know when the fund is full. If you still want to donate you can do so directly to QCRR;
(If we receive more in donations, they will also go to QCRR).
Many of you participated in the past and helped welcome QCRR’s new families with purchases of
bedding and setting up rooms. If you are interested in working with this family and are not yet on
the QCRR volunteer list, you can let me know and I will forward your name. There is a
mandatory volunteer verification process that one must comply with in order to work directly with
the family.
Please let me know if you have any questions, and thanks so much in advance for your support for
this new refugee family!!
Anne Willenborg
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SARAH RATNER LIBRARY - BOOK REVIEWS AND OTHER NEWS.
The Children's War by J.N. Stroyar is a long, detailed, harrowing, fictional
novel that explores what would have happened had the Nazis won World
War II. Stroyar presents deep psychological studies of the main characters
who are at the core of the resistance movement to the brutality of the
regime. Read this disturbing yet powerful novel if you are curious about
alternate histories.

The Purim Anthology by Philip Goodman is one in a series that
includes anthologies for Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Simchat Torah,
Sukkot, Shavuot, and Hanukkah. This text is a comprehensive
treatment of Purim containing poetry, music, children's stories, plays,
and humor. The variety shared in this book is fantastic for readers
of all ages.

Jewish History Book Club
Please join us.
If you would like to participate,
please contact Sheldon Mossberg
sheldonmossberg@gmail.com
860-228-2897
Our next meeting is
Tuesday, March 19th, 1:00 p.m.
in the Temple library
The Temple’s regular library hours are 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. on Wednesdays
when Jewish Exploration classes are in session.
The library annex carts are always available, and you can check out books using the instructions
we have posted and the card/envelope system we have in place. Let us know if you have any
questions.
Your Library Committee: Sue-Ellen Kirkham, Rochelle Marcus, Scott DeShong, Peter Malinow
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Judith A. Stein
Attorney at Law
Executive Director
jstein@medicareadvocacy.org

366 Windham Road
Willimantic, CT 06226
(860) 456-8658
Michelle Morris
tcmemorials@aol.com
tricountymemorials.com
Tiffany Blumenstein
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UPCOMING UCONN JUDAIC STUDIES EVENTS
UConn 2019 Metanoia: Youth for Change

For UCONN faculty, staff, and students only.

Each year, the University of Connecticut convenes a Metanoia
around an important issue of our time. This year’s Metanoia,
titled “Youth for Change,” is on the process of change itself. It
will be a discussion of the most pressing issues facing young
people today, as well as a set of workshops on how youth
(people under 24) can effectively act to change the world. The
Center for Judaic Studies will co-sponsor a talk with David
Hogg held at the Jorgensen on March 4th at 7:00 p.m. David
Hogg is one of the survivors of the Stoneman Douglas High
School shooting and a gun control activist. For more
information, visit the Metanoia events website
https://metanoia.uconn.edu/events/

Faculty Colloquium: Esther Dischereit
Monday, March 25, 12:30-1:30 p.m.
Oak Hall 236. Free and open to the public.
Esther Dischereit will present "Jewish Lives, the situation in
Germany, and Islamic-Jewish Encounters–Or, Why Nothing
Could Be More Important Than Apple Trees When Talking
About Jews" for our Faculty Colloquium series.
A kosher lunch will be provided. Made possible by the UConn
Center for Judaic Studies and Contemporary Jewish Life and the
UConn Department of Literatures, Cultures, and Languages.
If you require an accommodation to participate, please contact
Pamela Weathers at pamela.weathers@uconn.edu.

Film Screening: Children of the Fall
Monday, March 25th, 7:30-10:00 p.m. Student Union 304 Free and open to the public.
Student organization Husky Films will screen Children of the Fall as part of their Spring 2019
five-film festival. Professor Olga Gershenson (UMass), Professor of Judaic and Near
Eastern Studies, as well as Film Studies, will introduce the Israeli social commentary on this
drama/thriller film.

Faculty Colloquium: Karen B. Stern
Thursday, April 4th, 12:30-1:30 p.m. Oak Hall 236
Free and open to the public.
Professor Karen B. Stern will present "Graffiti and the
Forgotten Jews of Antiquity" A kosher lunch will be provided.
Made possible by the UConn Center for Judaic Studies and
Contemporary Jewish Life and the UConn Department of
Literatures, Cultures, and Languages.
Few direct clues exist to the everyday lives and beliefs of ordinary Jews in antiquity. Drawing analogies with
modern graffiti practices, she documents the overlooked connections between Jews and their neighbors to shed
new light on the richness of their quotidian lives and on how commonly popular Jewish practices of prayer,
mortuary commemoration, commerce, and civic engagement crossed ethnic and religious boundaries.
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THE TREE OF LIFE - SUSTAINING OUR SPIRITUAL CENTER
Dear Friends, we are well under way with our new pledge program, honoring those who are able
to give over and above their current dues for the following:

To have your name added to our Tree of Life, or to honor or memorialize a loved one or
special occasion:

 At $100, your inscription will appear on a Tree-of-Life leaf (limit of 21 letters).
 At $500, your inscription will appear on a Tree-of-Life branch.
 At $1,000 (Bnaifactors) your name will be on a Tree-of-Life rock; the foundation of our
synagogue.

We have also established two new Major Gift categories, which will be recognized on a
new Honorial Board in the upstairs lobby.

 Gifts of $2,500 - $4,999 will be acknowledged as Patrons.
 Gifts of $5,000 or more will be acknowledged as Sustainers.
Please join those who have already given. Note: Patron or Sustainer giving will include that
which a donor has already given for Chai, Yizkor and Bnaifactor. For further information,
please contact Sheila Amdur, sheilabamdur@gmail.com.

SUSTAINERS
Sheila Amdur
David & Marilyn Foster
Pearl Zuckerman
Ken Dardick & Judith Stein

PATRONS

Robert & Jane Moskowitz

BNAIFACTORS
Sheila Amdur
Harry & Honey Birkenruth
Georgia & Gene Mittelman
Martin & Randee Berliner
Rita Pollack
Gerry Berkowitz
Bruce & Sharon Brettschneider
Pearl Zuckerman
Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz & Merle Potchinsky
Stephen & Faith Kenton
Edith Prague

Ken Dardick & Judy Stein
Peter & Stephanie Malinow
Anne & Michael Willenborg
Stuart Sidney & Joan Seliger-Sidney
Robert & Jane Moskowitz
Jerome & Nina Rosen
Carol Colombo
David & Marilyn Foster
Todd & Mona Friedland
Gail & Joe Petrowsky

Pledge form on page 15
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RECENT DONATIONS
General Fund
Harry and Honey Birkenruth in memory of Harold Abramson

Discretionary Fund
Marsha Hilsenrad

Tree of Life Campaign, LEAF
Marla & Mark Hauslaib

We thank the Hevra Kaddisha for donating proceeds from taharas to the
Hevra Kaddisha Fund.
OUR TREE OF LIFE IS NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION

Dear Friends, THANK YOU to all who have thus far contributed to our Tree of Life
Campaign. We have begun the artistic inscription process with help from the talented hands
of member Ellen Marshall (at left in the above photo). It’s not too late to have your
inscription on a leaf, branch, or rock (Bnaifactor level) of our Tree-of-Life. Please use the
pledge form on the next page to send in your donation. At the Patron and Sustainer levels,
your inscription will be on a plaque in the upstairs lobby.
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camphavaya.org
At Camp Havaya, there’s never a reason for campers to be anyone other than their true selves.
No matter who they are, our kids are both celebrated and challenged in ways that help them grow
into amazing human beings. We’re a lively, welcoming, and diverse community where kids
explore Judaism in their own ways and become the best versions of themselves. It’s no wonder
that so many campers call us home!
Camp Havaya is all about the joy of summer camp with the freedom to be who you truly are. In
our incredibly diverse and accepting community, all kids—no matter their race, sexual orientation,
gender identity, family structure, or Jewish background—are more than welcomed. They’re
celebrated! With so many activities—from the high-ropes challenge course to learning a new
song, from the trampoline in our lake to any number of sports—the biggest challenge at Camp
Havaya is figuring out what’s the most fun!

havayaarts.org
Havaya Arts is a joyful, welcoming, and progressive Jewish community where campers grow as
intentional artists and amazing human beings. Our campers come from all kinds of backgrounds—and each has a different story to tell. We have interfaith families; campers and staff
of all sexual orientations and gender identities, as well as those from LGBTQ families; people
of color; individuals with special needs; and families from all socio-economic situations. Learn
more about our commitment to diversity – or contact us to share your story at havayaarts.org.
In all we do, we’re guided and inspired by five core values:

 Wonder and Curiosity – קרנּות
ָ ַס
 Presence and Intentionality – הִ נְנִי
 Engagement with the Other – קְ הִ ילָה
 Embracing the Unknown – עָ לּום
 Process as Product – תַ הֲ לִיך
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WAIM CAREER CLOSET VOLUNTEER(S)
Would you like an opportunity to help individuals prepare for
employment? WAIM is looking for one or two individuals to help
organize our Career Closet a couple of times a week.
The Closet is filled with an abundance of clothing such as suits, ties,
dresses, skirts, and dress suits along with wedding and prom dresses
and accoutrements. As part of this work, our volunteer would also
assist shoppers in finding items they need.
If you can spare some time, our greatest need would be on shopping days: Tuesday, Thursday, or
Friday mornings 9:00 a.m. to noon. Wednesdays are also good mornings to organize items.
Please contact WAIM’s Human Services Manager, Merle Potchinsky, at hsmanager@waimct.org
or 860-456-7270 x17.

Thank you!!!

HELP NEEDED BY A TECH SAVVY VOLUNTEERS TO IMPROVE OUR
PUBLICITY AND OUTREACH EFFORTS.
There’s a lot going on at Temple Bnai Israel, from our interfaith work to our unusual rotation
of Friday night celebrations; our wide-ranging Jewish Explorations program; tikkun olam,
cultural, and intellectual activities; our system of caring for one another, our visioning process for
a 21st century Jewish community, and more. But it seems that we’re not successfully reaching
potential new members of our community with the message of all that we’re doing and all that
we offer.
We have received a grant (we’ll have afrom Mansfield United Jewish Communities to pay
for
professional help in this area. We need volunteers to assist with the hiring process, and
to guide the process of improving our visibility and outreach efforts.
If this interests you and you think you have time and ideas to give, please let Anne Willenborg
know. willenborg5@gmail.com
Rav Jeremy and Anne Willenborg
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JEWISH EXPLORATIONS

MORAH DARA BOWLING, MORAHDARA@ATT.NET

Do you like pasta?
The Jewish Explorations families are planning
a pasta dinner fundraiser for, and at, the Temple.
You’ll enjoy delicious pasta, salad, and bread made by our own
students and their families, enjoy some entertainment, and
participate in a prize drawing to win cool prizes.

Stay tuned - date TBA.
***********************
In other news, we’ve had to cancel a day of programming because of the weather but we
haven’t let that deter us! Students are still working hard with Morah Ari, Morah Merle, and
Morah Stephanie on Shabbat and on Wednesday afternoons. We hope that our emissaries,
Liron and Roy, are having a wonderful visit with their families and we look forward to seeing
them again in March, when they return from Israel.
Mazel tov again to Sam Marcus, who became a Bar Mitzvah earlier this month. We are so happy
and so proud of you, Sam, and we were honored to share that joy with your family and friends.
B’shalom,
Morah Dara
J-KIDS FAMILIES CLUB

Nancy Beller-Krieger
E-mail: Nancybk@templebnaiisrael.org Cell: 1-561-707-2623

Our March programming : Purim and our Bread and Torah Shabbaton Weekend
On Sunday March 3rd at 10:00 a.m. RSVP REQUIRED nancybk@templebnaiisrael.org.
We will meet at the Ballard Institute of Puppetry to create hand puppets of characters in the
Purim story. This workshop is open to children of all ages, from J-Kids and the Jewish
Explorations group.
Saturday March 9th, 4:00 p.m. is our second family Havdalah of the season, with a
hamentaschen bake, yum! Host family needed.
Our monthly family Shabbat takes place on Saturday March 16th, from 11:00 a.m. to noon at
the Temple. We will learn Purim songs for the holiday.
Wednesday, March 20th, 5:31 p.m., we read the Megillah, break out our puppets and songs
and celebrate Purim!
Sunday, March 24th, 8:00 a.m. baking at the Covenant Soup Kitchen as part of our Bread and
Torah weekend; in the afternoon, an informal Torah hide-sanding as well as a parchment making
workshop.
I look forward to seeing you all soon! Nancy
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MARCH YAHRZEITS
Kaddish will be said for the following Yahrzeits on March 1st and March 2nd
Sophie Kaplan

25 Adar

March 2

Philip Potchinsky

Father of Merle Potchinsky

25 Adar

March 2

Lena Brettschneider

Grandmother of Bruce Brettschneider

26 Adar

March 3

26 Adar

March 3

26 Adar

March 3

27 Adar

March 4

27 Adar

March 4

Morris Sussman

28 Adar

March 5

Leo Glasner

28 Adar

March 5

28 Adar

March 5

Mary Turek
Stanley Beskind

Stepfather of Judy Stein

Nettie L. Goldstein
Louis Rosen

Father of Jerome Rosen

Arthur Meisler

Husband of Susan Meisler

Kaddish will be said for the following Yahrzeits on March 8th and March 9th
Maurice Rosen

Uncle of Ralph Marshall

2 Adar II

March 9

Abraham Piotrkowski

Father of Joseph Petrowsky

3 Adar II

March 10

4 Adar II

March 11

Ida Katzman

Kaddish will be said for the following Yahrzeits on March 15th and March 16th
Stanley Horwitz

Millard J. Amdur

Husband of Sheila Amdur

9 Adar II

March 16

11 Adar II

March 18

Kaddish will be said for the following Yahrzeits on March 22nd and 23rd
Donald Cullen

Father of Laura Lassow

16 Adar II

March 23

Murray William Flatow

Father of Lenore Berkowitz

21 Adar II

March 28

Louis Solotaroff Sloan

21 Adar II

March 28

Max Mandell

22 Adar II

March 29
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MARCH JEWRY DUTY PARTICIPANTS AND NEEDS
Friday, March 1, Shabbat Service,
7:30 p.m.
Anne Willenborg
Leanna Loomer

Friday, March 15, Shabbat Service
7:30 p.m. (Tikkun Olam Service moved
to March 22nd)
Jane & Bernie Schreiber
Lottie Hackner

Roberta Schwane
Stephanie and Peter Malinow
Saturday, March 2, Bagel & Bible,
Jewish Explorations, 9:30 a.m.
Adult Bagel & Bible:
Lex Nishball
Martha Cutter
ADDITIONAL PARTICIPANT
NEEDED

Jewish Explorations Bagel & Bible:
Elisabeth & Emmanual Buzay
ONE MORE FAMILY NEEDED

Friday, March 8, T.G.I. Shabbes,
6:15 p.m.
Fran & Drew Jaffe
Ellie Shane
Sheldon & Marjorie Golden Mossberg
Saturday, March 9, Saturday
Kiddush, Jewish Explorations,
Shabbat Service 10:00 a.m.
Mitzi & Jeff Horowitz

Hillary Stern & Marc Kronisch
Saturday, March 16, Saturday Kiddush,
Jewish Explorations, Shabbat Service,
10:00 a.m.
Lottie Hackner
3 other participants needed
Friday, March 22, Tikkun Olam
Service, 7:30 p.m. (There is no 4th
Friday Shabbes Dinner this month)
Ken Dardick, Judy Stein, & Sheila Amdur
Saturday, March 23, Saturday Kiddush/
Shabbat Service 10:00 a.m.
Paul Brody
3 other participants needed
Friday, March 29, Shabbes Schmooze
with our young emissaries, 7:30 p.m.
Jane & Robert Moskowitz
Jill Marocchini

Macie Tozzoli

2 other participants needed
Saturday, March 30, Saturday Kiddush,
Jewish Explorations, Shabbat Service,
10:00 a.m.
Elisabeth & Emmanuel Buzay

Ravit & Ishay Stein

Rochelle Marcus

Rochelle Marcus

Macie Tozzoli

Please consider

Ravit & Ishay Stein

the Temple in your
estate planning.
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A LOOK AHEAD TO APRIL
Dear Members, there have been a few changes to April’s schedule of events since you
received your monthly postcard mailing, so use this version for your planning purposes,
and remember that our on-line calendar, at templebnaiisrael.org, is your best go-to
resource for updates.

 Sunday, April 7th, 10:00 a.m. Torah study with Rav Jeremy and Beth El of
Mansfield at Hillel.

 Sunday, April 14th, 4:30 p.m. Travelling Dinner. See announcement below.

 Friday, April 19th, Erev Presach, no service
 Friday, April 20th, First Day of Passover Service IF we have a minyan of
RSVPs.

 Friday, April 26th, 7:30 p.m. Tikkun Olam VaNefesh Service. JEWRY DUTY
PARTICIPANTS NEEDED. Sign-up with Marlene.

 Sunday, April 28th, 7:00 p.m., Yom Hashoah Observance.

SAVE THE DATE
FOR OUR CELEBRATORY TRAVELLING DINNER
APRIL 14, 2019, 4:30 P.M.
We will gather for a festive Travelling Dinner on Sunday, April 14, 2019 beginning at the home
of Robert and Jane Moskowitz on Stonemill Road in Storrs.
At a cocktail party at the Moskowitz’s home, we will toast our special guests, the people who
have been able to give generously to support the Temple--the Bnaifactors, Patrons, and
Sustainers. As this year is also our 110th anniversary, we will also raise a glass to all who have
worked to sustain a Jewish spiritual, cultural and social center for Jewish individuals and
families in our region for the past 110 years.
Then we will go to one of the host homes for dinner, and end the evening with a spectacular
dessert array at the home of Gerry and Annie Berkowitz. We will also have a silent auction of
special gifts to enrich the evening.

FOR UPDATES GO TO
TEMPLEBNAIISRAEL.ORG
CHOOSE EVENTS TAB
THEN CHOOSE CALENDAR
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Coming soon to a garden near you!

7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service

10:00 a.m. J-Kids
and Jewish
Explorations:
Mask making at
Ballard Museum
of Puppetry.

4:30-6:30 p.m.
Jewish
Explorations
5:30 p.m.
Security
Comm. Mtg.

9:30 a.m. Tikkun
Olam Comm.Mtg.

4:30-6:30 p.m.
Jewish
Explorations

10:45 a.m. Mussar
Va’ad

7:30 p.m.
Building Comm.
Mtg.

1:00 p.m.
Jewish History
Book Club
(pg. 10)
6:30 p.m.
Daughters of
Abraham Book
Club (pg. 7).
8:00 a.m. Bread
& Torah Part 2.
10:00 a.m.
Sandwich
Making at the
Soup Kitchen.
12:30 p.m. Bread
& Torah Part 3.

7:00 p.m.
Co-Housing
7:00 p.m.
Ritual Comm. Mtg. Mtg.

6:15 p.m. T.G.I.
Shabbes

7:30 p.m. Shabbat
Service (Tikkun
Olam moved to
next week)
BULLETIN
SUBMISSION
DEADLINE

5:31 p.m.
J-Kids, Jewish
Explorations, and
the congregation!

4:30-6:30 p.m.
Jewish
Explorations
6:30 p.m.
Interfaith working
group mtg.
7:00 p.m. Board Mtg.

10:00 a.m.
Shabbat Service,
Jewish
Explorations
4:00 p.m. J-Kids
Families Havdalah
& hamentashen
baking.
10:00 a.m.
Shabbat Service.
Jewish
Explorations
11:00 a.m.
J-Kids Families
Shabbat

10:00 a.m.
Shabbat Service

PURIM
CELEBRATION

9:30 a.m.
Bagel & Bible,
Shabbat Service,
Jewish
Explorations

7:30 p.m.
Tikkun Olam
VaNefesh
Service

6:30 p.m.
Bread & Torah
Part 1 (of 3)

7:30 p.m.
Shabbes
Schmooze with
our young
emissaries Liron
and Roy.

10:00 a.m.
Shabbat Service,
Jewish
Explorations

PLEASE NOTE THE NEW SUBMISSION DEADLINE
FOR THE BULLETIN IS
THE 15TH OF EACH MONTH.
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PURiM CELEBRATION

5:31-6:19 p.m.
A Purim celebration suitable for all ages. This will be your only opportunity to join
in the world-famous dance craze, “Y-M-I-Here?!” Wave puppets, show off
costumes, play games, eat food that isn’t very nutritious! (It’s Purim!)

6:19-7:01 p.m.
This will be your only opportunity to possibly win millions of dollars (in a
Powerball pool), as well as give away your hard-earned money to WAIM for the
opportunity to taste delicious drinks and whatever other ridiculous, yet fun,
fundraisers Rav Jeremy comes up with. (More not-very-nutritious food!)

7:01-7:57 p.m.
The whole Megillah! By popular demand, more than a minyan of you stayed last
year to hear the whole Megillah, funny voices included, and I invite you to do it
again.

