The Bulletin

TEMPLE BNAI ISRAEL’S MEMBERS & FRIENDS NEWSLETTER
“...to do justly, love mercy, and
walk humbly with thy God.”

FEBRUARY, 2019

SHEVAT - ADAR I 5779

THE BULLETIN is a monthly
publication of
TEMPLE BNAI ISRAEL
383 Jackson Street
PO Box 61
Willimantic, CT 06226
Phone: 860.423.3743
Fax: 860.423.7594

Submission deadline:
15th of each month

Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz
Office hours:

by appointment.

To schedule an appointment,
call 860.423.3743 Ext. 1
(Confidential voice mail ext.)
or e-mail
ravjeremy@templebnaiisrael.org

Jewish Explorations
School Administrator

Morah Dara Bowling
860.423.3743 Ext. 0
Email: morahdara@att.net

Children & Families
Coordinator
Nancy Beller-Krieger
860.423.3743 Ext. 0
Email: nancybk@templebnaiisrael.org

Office Administrator
Marlene B. Aulten
860.423.3743 Ext. 0
office@templebnaiisrael.org
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday
Noon to 5:00 p.m.
Temple Bnai Israel
is an affiliate of

In This Issue
President’s Message

3

Rabbinic Reflections

4

February Torah Readings

4

Shabbat Celebrations and Services

5

Temple Family News

6

Caring Committee, Daughters of Abraham Book Club, Tikkun
Olam Committee
Jewish Gatherings & Learning Opportunities

7

YOUR RECIPES WANTED

8

The Bar Mitzvah of Samuel David Marcus

9

Sarah Ratner Library and our Jewish History Book Club

10

Spiritual Eldering - from Age-ing to Sage-ing

12

BBYO Chapter Volunteers at Safe Futures

13

J-Kids Families Club
Patrons, Sustainers, and Bnaifactors
Donations - THANK YOU!

15
16
17

Donation form for our Tree of Life Campaign
Guy Mendilow Ensemble to perform at UCONN
Temple Bnai Israel receiving national recognition for visioning
Seeking volunteer to help with our publicity/media outreach

18
19
20
20

Jewish Explorations (Hebrew School)

21

Conversation on Race, NAAPC film series continues at the
Temple with a showing of “Marshall”

21

February Yahrzeits

22 & 23

A look ahead to March

24

A follow up to our smashing January 1 concert with
David Foster and the Shaboo All-Stars
February Jewry Duty participants and needs

26-28

A serious request from Rav Jeremy regarding our Caring
Committee

30

February Calendar
Shabbat Trumah Art Service

31
Back
Cover

8

29

Reconstructing Judaism

ReconstructingJudaism.org

2

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
As Temple Bnai Israel continues to
provide incredible programming and
cement our relationships within the local
community, the Board of Directors,
given our charge as stewards of our
Future, has been having ongoing
discussions about our building, our
vision and our finances. I want to share
some of this with you. It is your right as
members to know what the Board is
discussing but additionally it is an
essential time for all of you to be
engaged in the process.
Our building, our finances and our
vision are intricately linked. At times it
is challenging to know where to enter
the link to make changes. As you are all
aware, the loss of Natchaug school as
our tenant affected our finances
significantly, which has not changed the
discussion, but has brought urgency to
our decision making. We have not
replaced our tenants as of yet and the
rental market is tough. The Board is
looking at ways to trim our operating
budget. We have to do this as we also
try to increase revenue.

Part of this vision does involve the
building. We could make cuts and
continue as is for a limited period of
time…10 years? 20 years?…yet is this
the way that we want to continue moving
through the 21st century? No one has a
crystal ball but it is unlikely, given
demographic and cultural changes,
including waning interests in organized
religion in nonurban centers, that we will
be able to maintain our status quo.
I do not want you to misinterpret what I
am saying. I am NOT saying the sky is
falling. But given the realities that we are
facing, the Board is determined to guide
the community in a direction that will
enable us to continue with programming,
ritual and engagement in the broader
community.
We hope to hear your ideas
and thoughts.
We want you to give us feedback.
Thanks in advance for your participation,

On a broader level with the guidance of
the Temple’s visioning process the
Board is looking forward as to how to
continue to sustain our congregation.
To what core values will we hold tight
while making changes so our community
can proceed with strength within
Northeast CT?
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RABBINIC REFLECTIONS

Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz

This column is partly by special request from Jeff Levine, who was on
keyboards at our wonderful concert with David Foster and the
Shaboo All-Stars. (Thank you again to David, the All-Stars, the
organizers, and everyone who attended and made the even such a fun
success!) It’s also a column in honor of the Hebrew month of Shvat,
which we’re still in for the first few days of February.
The Jewish tradition sets aside the 15th of Shvat as a “New Year for
trees.” For the purpose of this column, never mind that “new year”
part. What do we do with “for the trees?” The Torah has a mitzvah
about trees. In time of war, if you’re conducting a siege, you’re not
supposed to cut down the fruit trees around the city. Out of that rule,
there grew a wide-ranging principle of respect for every bit of
creation, avoiding waste or needless destruction of any of it. Rabbi
Samson Raphael Hirsch wrote:
“Do not destroy anything” is the first and most general call of God. In truth, there is no
one nearer to idolatry than one who can disregard the fact that things are the creatures and
property of God, and who presumes also to have the right, having the might, to destroy
them according to a presumptuous act of will. Yes, that one is already serving the most
powerful idols -- anger, pride, and above all ego, which in its passion regards itself as the
master of things.” (Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch, Horeb, #56)
So there’s a powerful Jewish line from trees to general respect for all creation, leading to the
“thou shalt not” of not destroying needlessly. There’s also a positive line, leading to a “thou
shalt.” In the Kabbalah, the chain of God’s stages of self-revelation are called the Tree of Life.
(Torah also is called a Tree of Life.) And it is supposed that human beings, too, are created in the
Continued on page 14

READINGS FOR FEBRUARY 2019

Shevat - Adar I 5779

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2019
27 SHEVAT, 5779

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2019
24 ADAR I, 5779

Parashat Mishpatim

Parashat Terumah

Exodus 21:1 - 24:18
This Year: 23:20 - 24:18
Haftarah: Malachi 2:10 - 3:1

Exodus 25:1 - 27:19
This Year: 26:31 - 27:19
Haftarah: I Kings 8:22-43

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2019
11 ADAR I, 5779

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2019
18 ADAR I, 5779

Parashat Tetzaveh

Parashat Ki Tissa

Exodus 27:20 - 30:10
This Year: 29:19 - 30:10
Haftarah: Judges 6:25-32

Exodus 30:11 - 34:35
This Year: 33:12 - 34:35
Haftarah: Jeremiah 31:31-34
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SHABBAT CELEBRATIONS

This month at the home of
Yves and Carol Kraus,
Friday, February 22nd,
6:30 p.m.

Please note that there is no 1st Saturday of the month Bagel & Bible in February.
Please join us for the Bar Mitzvah of Samuel David Marcus, 9:30 a.m.
Please RSVP to rebmarcus@gmail.com

REMINDER, Friday, February 1st Shabbat service begins at 7:00 p.m.
Sam Marcus will help lead the service.

Saturday, February 9th, 10:00 a.m. Shabbat Trumah Art Service
If you have images/art work you want to share for this service, remember to send them to
Rav Jeremy NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY 5th. Send digital images to
ravjermy@templebnaiisrael.org or drop hard copies off at the Temple.
Friday, February 22nd, 6:30 p.m. Shabbes Dinner at the home of Yves and Carol Kraus.

5

TEMPLE FAMILY NEWS
Hamakom yenachem - Condolences המקום ינחם

To:
Nora & Steven Stein on the passing of Nora’s mother, Denise Joselson, 16 Kislev.
Austen Clark on the passing of his wife, and past Temple President,
Denise Polivy, 21 Kislev.
Hillary Stern & Marc Kronisch on the passing of Hillary’s mother, Judith Lee
Klein, 15 Tevet.
Anne & Michael Willenborg on the passing of Michael’s father, Paul Willenborg.

Marla & Mark Hauslaib on the passing of Marla’s brother, Michael Weinshel,
17 Shevat.
May their memories be a source of strength and a blessing.
A special thank you from Hillary Stern,
Marc and I want to thank Rav Jeremy, his wife Merle and the community of Temple Bnai
Israel for the love and sympathy we received after my mother died in December. We were
overwhelmed with tasks and plans and got a phone call from Carol, one of the Caring
Committee Coordinators, saying she could help. I’m relatively new to being a member of this
synagogue, and did not realize what a gift it would be to receive the help given. Not only did
people help by bringing delicious food and cleaning up, but each night of shiva people from the
synagogue gathered in my home to help me pray and heal. The comfort and solace you all
provided Marc and I was beyond measure. We are deeply grateful.

Welcome New Members! ברוכים הבאים
Stephen & Magdalena Toubman and their daughter Miranda.

Mazal Tov - Congratulations! מזל טוב

To Alan and Rochelle Marcus on the Bar Mitvah of their son
Samuel David Marcus,
Saturday, February 2nd, 2019.
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COMMITTEE AND BOOK CLUB NEWS
CARING COMMITTEE

Caring for each other in times of need.
Fran Jaffe
860.228.2390
franjaffe@earthlink.net

Ellie Shane
860.423.7418
eshane01@charter.net

The Caring Committee is ready to serve you in
any way necessary .Please join us in this
rewarding effort . Hope you’re warm and safe
this icy winter. Ellie

DAUGHTERS OF ABRAHAM BOOK CLUB
Carol Kraus

yveskraus@earthlink.net

Salaam, Shalom and Peace to all.
Our next meeting is
Tuesday, February 19th, 6:30 p.m.
at the home of Jeanne Morascini
9 Old Willimantic Road
Columbia CT
Please join us for a discussion of:

Please turn to page 30 for a special
Caring Committee request from
Rav Jeremy.

TIKKUN OLAM COMMITTEE, Merle Potchinsky, jermerle@att.net
The Committee has been sustaining its work and exploring some new areas of community
engagement. We are soon to be hosting one of the documentaries in a series sponsored by our
local chapter of the NAACP. On February 24th at 2:00 p.m. we will be showing “Marshall”,
a documentary about the Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall. This will be followed
by a community conversation. Please stay tuned for information about the remaining films in the
series and come and support your learning during Black History Month.
Our sandwich-making team continues to meet at the Covenant Soup Kitchen on the 4th Sunday
of the month at 10:00 a.m.
Our committee is beginning to explore how we might initiate the process of community
organizing to strengthen our own synagogue community and to continue building our
connections to other communities/organizations working for positive change locally and
regionally. This project, if pursued, will take a great deal of energy and effort and will work to
engage every one of you in a meaningful way.
If you wish to become more involved with our work or have ideas of interest, please join our
Committee. We meet every 2nd Sunday of the month at 9:30 a.m.

For additional information please contact Chair Merle Potchinsky at jermerle@att.net.
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JEWISH GATHERINGS & LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
You are welcome to submit short notices about upcoming, non-partisan Jewish gatherings or opportunities for Jewish
learning that you think would be of interest to other members of the congregation. Please keep listings to 100
words or less. Disclaimers: This column reflects submission and so is not unbiased or comprehensive and does
not reflect the endorsement of the Temple or the rabbi. We reserve the right to edit submissions or to not include
submissions that conflict with important Temple events or with the Temple’s officially stated values, (although if you
don’t think it conflicts, we’ll probably publish it).
Limmud NY: Jewish Learning Without Limits
Limmud is Hebrew for “learning” and Limmud NY is devoted to Jewish learning in every
conceivable form, from learning Torah to learning how to make gefilte fish; from Middle Eastern
politics to Jewish Kirtan chanting; from Refuseniks to slam poetry; from Schneerson to Seinfeld;
from Kol Nidre to Klezmer. At Limmud NY, everyone has something to teach and everyone has
something to learn.
Feb 16-18 Congregation Rodeph Sholom, 7 W 83rd St, New York, NY 10024
Info and registration: https://limmudny.org/
Kamionkowski Beit Midrash
Tamar Kamionkowski, professor of Bible at the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College is offering
online classes. She currently has three courses: Classical Hebrew Fundamentals, BeginnerIntermediate Biblical Hebrew, and Exodus: What They Didn't Teach You in Hebrew School.
Courses costs range from $72-$250. Students who enroll in Beginner-Intermediate before
February 4th receive a 25% discount. Groups of four or more can get a 30% discount on any
class by contacting Professor Kamionkowski.
Info, registration at: https://kamionkowski-bet-midrash.teachable.com/

YOUR RECIPES WANTED
Dear Friends, we are collecting recipes for a Temple Bnai Israel
cookbook as part of our year-long focus on food and spirituality. If
you have a family/favorite recipe to share, please put it in the
grey cardboard box marked “Recipes”, located in the upstairs
lobby.
You can also e-mail your recipe(s) to
Soon to be the Temple
Judy Stein. JStein@medicareadvocacy.org
Bnai Israel Cookbook.
or to the Temple office, office@templebnaiisrael.org.
Send us your
Please include your name, and if there is a story about the food or the
recipes!
recipe that you would like to share, please include that as well. We look
forward to gathering all of your recipes and creating our very special
cookbook.
We’d love to TASTE those recipes as well; so feel free to make it for a kiddush, Shabbes
dinner, or other food-related event!
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SARAH RATNER LIBRARY - BOOK REVIEWS AND OTHER NEWS.
Our Library Continues to Grow With Some Great New Acquisitions
The Library Committee has recently processed new titles for you to check out! Please visit the
library and read some great books. We have new children's literature, adult fiction, historical
nonfiction, Hebrew language, and other various genres for your reading pleasure and
edification. Stop by when we are open during Jewish Explorations on Wednesdays from
4:30-6:30 p.m. Outside of those hours, you can access our annex carts located outside the library
and the sanctuary upstairs.
Beyond the Ashes by Rabbi Yonassan Gershom
In the Garden of Beasts by Erik Larson
The Very Crowded Sukkah by Leslie Kimmelman
Sharing Grandma's Gift by Shelley Berlin Parrish
Is God Sad? by Gil Daleski (also in Hebrew)
The Golden Land by Rabbi Joseph Telushkin
Comprehensive Shilo Pocket Dictionary
The Children of Willesden Lane by Mona Golabek and Lee Cohen
An Officer and a Spy by Robert Harris
We Were the Lucky Ones by Georgia Hunter
Kiss Every Step by Doris Martin
The Time Tunnel #2, The Dreyfus Affair by Galila Ron-Feder-Amit
Number Our Days by Barbara Myerhoff
Finding Rebecca by Eoin Dempsey
How To Be Jewish by David Gross
Summoned to Jerusalem by Joan Dash
Let There Be Laughter by Michael Krasny

Jewish History Book Club Please join us.
If you would like to participate,
please contact Sheldon Mossberg
sheldonmossberg@gmail.com
860-228-2897
Our next meeting is
Friday, February 15th
1:00 p.m.
The Temple’s regular library hours are 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. on Wednesdays
when Jewish Exploration classes are in session.
The library annex carts are always available, and you can check out books using the instructions
we have posted and the card/envelope system we have in place.
Let us know if you have any questions.
Your Library Committee: Sue-Ellen Kirkham, Rochelle Marcus, Scott DeShong, Peter Malinow
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Judith A. Stein
Attorney at Law
Executive Director
jstein@medicareadvocacy.org

366 Windham Road
Willimantic, CT 06226
(860) 456-8658
Michelle Morris
tcmemorials@aol.com
tricountymemorials.com
Tiffany Blumenstein
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INTRODUCTION TO SPIRITUAL ELDERING - FROM AGE-ING TO SAGE-ING
In our modern culture we are living longer than ever. We put our older
people out to pasture, even if they are still productive. And we have
turned the natural stages of decline and death into some medical
dilemma to be feared and avoided at all costs. But there is an
alternative. We can learn to harvest and share the wisdom of our
elders. We can become a community that understands and respects our
natural lifecycles.
The Spiritual Eldering project promotes conscious aging where
elders continue to grow and learn and pass on the wisdom of our life’s
experiences to the next generation. We do not have to fear death when
we live with mindfulness and prepare for the “December” of our lives.
Through self-reflection, life review, forgiveness, mindfulness, and
mentoring (serving others) we can transform the current paradigm of
ageing for ourselves and our loved ones.
This program, which will be an overview of the Sage-ing mentorship work based on the book by
Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi: From Ageing To Sage-ing: A Revolutionary Approach To
Growing Older, will include an interactive lecture, journaling, meditation, discussion and
participation in some sample exercises. Reb Zalman’s teachings are based on the Kabbalah
(Jewish mysticism), but are presented for an interfaith audience.

What to bring: Pen and paper for journaling exercises.
Homework (optional): Look at the following web sites for background information:
1. Sage-ing International: www.sage-ing.org
2. www.Yerusha.org

Who should come: We are all going to grow old and we are all going to die. This is our destiny.

But some folks remain in denial of this destiny. It is never too early to prepare ourselves. So
young folks can benefit. If you are middle-age, you are an elder in training. If you are over 60,
you have much inner wisdom from a lifetime of experience. Come and share. If you are over 70,
you are a sage among us. If you have loved ones or family in their later years, you can share this
knowledge with them.
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BBYO CHAPTER VOLUNTEERES AT SAFE FUTURES. Submitted by Hannah Linder (Yachad
BBYO’s VP of Jewish Programming and VP of Volunteering) and Marcia Reinhard, Assistant Director
Jewish Federation of Eastern Connecticut.

Last November our BBYO chapter volunteered at Safe
Futures. “What is that?” you may ask. Well, Safe
Futures is an organization which supports people who
are affected by domestic violence and sexual assault.
One of the obligations of running a successful chapter
in BBYO is to include some aspect of giving back to
your community. This year we found the perfect
organization. Local, non-profit, unique, and benefits
the community. As a board, we decided upon the
amazing Safe Futures.
This organization runs multiple 24 hour help hotlines, an emergency shelter, support groups and
offers counseling, victim advocates in court, and housing for survivors of domestic violence. They
also educate students, teachers, and police officers about healthy relationships and domestic
violence. All of their services are free and confidential.
A group of nine teens, one advisor, and one teen parent set off in two cars to Safe Futures. We
entered into a warm and welcoming community. We were directed toward a lounge area where we
were welcomed by our coordinator, Susan Noyes, who gave us a brief overview as to what this
organization has to offer. Then she cheerfully led us on a tour of the building. We were in the
donations building but a home for many survivors of domestic violence was right over our heads.
Susan had mentioned that they design their donation rooms to look a certain way so families could
feel safer, more welcomed, and almost like they are shopping in a store.
After our tour, Susan told us of the tasks we had to accomplish. In only a few hours we were able
to: sort socks, party decorations, school supplies, Christmas supplies, dishes, backpacks, books,
bedding and toiletries; make a Teens’ WishList ..to inspire parents about what to get their kids for the
holidays; and assemble coloring book holiday bags. By organizing these many items, we helped
make their resources easier to access.
When families are in a crisis situation they have lots to figure out and one stress reliever is to have
those resources easier to find. Susan claimed that one never knows when the need will come up.
In addition, everything we saw had been generously donated by the great community that we are
thankful and lucky enough to live in. Also, Safe Futures is so helpful that if they are reached out to
by another organization involving domestic violence they willingly share their supplies. As Susan
had claimed, “If we have it we give it” which is honestly one of the most empowering things I’ve
ever heard.
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RABBINIC REFLECTIONS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
image of that tree. So the pursuit of
creativity, of making the world fruitful
and life-filled is expressed in a metaphor
of energy/blessing/sap flowing through
a tree. Either way, through the “don’t” or
the “do,” the tree is a central image in a
far-reaching Jewish attitude that we
would now call environmentalism.
So we want to get blessings flowing and
not violate the “don’t destroy”
commandment. More concretely and self
-centeredly, we want to stay healthy and
give the next generation a habitable
planet. How to do it? I’m just going to
focus on one area of life. One of the
parts of life Judaism always thinks is ripe
for spiritual-practical practice is eating.
Before I do, a little wisdom from the
world of “Mussar,” Jewish ethical
self-training: do what you can do; don’t
agonize over what you can’t.
It turns out food-production is a huge
contributor to climate-changing
greenhouse gases. So reducing your food
-based carbon footprint is a good place
to start. In particular, cattle put a lot of
pressure on the environment: they use a
lot of resources per serving of meat or
dairy and they turn a lot of the carbon in
their food into methane, a powerful
greenhouse gas. So what’s within what
the Mussarniks call your “choice point?”
If you’re a big meat eater, and you eat
beef five times a week, could you switch
to four beef and an extra poultry?
Would you be able to do “meatless
Monday?” If you’re a vegetarian, could
you eliminate dairy one day a week? Or
maybe your “choice point” includes 2
meatless/dairy-less days? Maybe a
meat-eater could become vegetarian?

Or trade some dairy for fruits, veggies,
and nuts? Maybe a vegetarian could
become vegan or ovo-vegetarian (eggs,
but not dairy)? (In case you think I’m
lecturing without challenging myself,
actually I am challenging myself: We’re
vegetarian and have given up one day of
dairy; I’m trying to get myself to give up
another dairy breakfast as a small doable
next step.)
As you’ve probably read, there are health
benefits to some of these steps as well.
And it’s good for the spirit to raise our
consciousness and commitment to the
other living beings on our planet and the
future generations. It can be heartopening to consider the suffering of
animals that feed us or the needs of future
generations we haven’t met. And to know
we’re giving them a gift. (But note that
this isn’t automatic. Among the most hate
-filled, murderous people in history, there
were vegetarians, including Hitler. So
keep your self-righteousness in check.)
The Psalms say that “the Earth is God’s.”
It’s to be treated with the utmost respect.
The Psalms also say that God “gave the
Earth to humanity.” It’s up to us how
this place fares. May we have the wisdom
and fortitude to do what’s right for it and
for us.
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J-KIDS FAMILIES CLUB

Nancy Beller-Krieger
E-mail: Nancybk@templebnaiisrael.org Cell: 1-561-707-2623

J-Kids Families Club
What’s Coming Up in February and March 2019
It’s been a wonderful fall and early winter, full of exciting events for our families. In November
we met to make frog posters to carry at the Walk for Warmth, and we enjoyed delicious
Ghiardelli hot chocolate with marshmallows. December’s highlight was the annual Chanukah
party with music, dance, arts and crafts and fun food activities. In January our families planned to
meet for a potluck pasta bar dinner prior to a Tu B’Shevat seder to celebrate the new year for the
trees (cancelled due to weather). Finally, children have enjoyed getting together with their parents
for Saturday services filled with song, dance and prayer, and home-based Friday night potlucks
and a Saturday Havdalah.
Here’s what’s on our schedule for February and March. If you know of families who would be
interested in our events, please invite them to join us!
Key: JE – Jewish Explorations (formerly Religious School/Hebrew School).
FH – family holiday programs; FFri – family Friday night potluck and service
FSat – family Saturday service, or family Havdalah
O – Social outing; C – Community event

February 2019
FFri Friday Feb 8th – Family Potluck 4:00 ish – 6:00 ish
O Sunday Feb 17th – Windham Textile Museum program, 10 am – 12 noon
FSat Saturday Feb 23rd – Family Shabbat 11:00am – 12 noon

March 2019
O Sunday March 3rd – Mask making at Ballard Institute of Puppetry, 10 am
FSat Sat March 9th – Family HAVDALAH, hamentashen bake 4pm
FSat Saturday March 16th – Family Shabbat 11:00 – 12 noon; Learn Purim songs to perform on
Wed March 20!
FH Wednesday March 20th – Purim Event, Megillah reading, 5:31 p.m.
As always, if you are out and about at the gym, the library, or your local coffee shop,
thanks for posting our J-Kids family club flyer! If you need another flyer or two, please
let me know and I’ll be happy to send you some.
See you soon,
Nancy Beller-Krieger
Children and Families Coordinator
Cell 561-707-2623
Nancybk@templebnaiisrael.org
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THE TREE OF LIFE - SUSTAINING OUR SPIRITUAL CENTER
Dear Friends, we are well under way with our new pledge program, honoring those who are able
to give over and above their current dues for the following:

To have your name added to our Tree of Life, or to honor or memorialize a loved one or
special occasion:

 At $100, your inscription will appear on a Tree-of-Life leaf.
 At $500, your inscription will appear on a Tree-of-Life branch.
 At $1,000 (Bnaifactors) your name will be on a Tree-of-Life rock; the foundation of our
synagogue.

We have also established two new Major Gift categories, which will be recognized on a
new Honorial Board in the upstairs lobby.

 Gifts of $2,500 - $4,999 will be acknowledged as Patrons.
 Gifts of $5,000 or more will be acknowledged as Sustainers.
Please join those who have already given. Note: Patron or Sustainer giving will include that
which a donor has already given for Chai, Yizkor and as Bnaifactors. For further
information, please contact Sheila Amdur, sheilabamdur@gmail.com.

SUSTAINERS
Sheila Amdur
David & Marilyn Foster
Pearl Zuckerman
Ken Dardick & Judith Stein

PATRONS

Robert & Jane Moskowitz

BNAIFACTORS
Sheila Amdur
Harry & Honey Birkenruth
Georgia & Gene Mittelman
Martin & Randee Berliner
Rita Pollack
Gerry Berkowitz
Bruce & Sharon Brettschneider
Pearl Zuckerman
Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz & Merle Potchinsky
Stephen & Faith Kenton
Edith Prague

Ken Dardick & Judy Stein
Peter & Stephanie Malinow
Anne & Michael Willenborg
Stuart Sidney & Joan Seliger-Sidney
Robert & Jane Moskowitz
Jerome & Nina Rosen
Carol Colombo
David & Marilyn Foster
Todd & Mona Friedland
Gail & Joe Petrowsky

Pledge form on page 18
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RECENT DONATIONS
General Fund
Doreen Simonsen
Laura & Henry Schneiderman in memory of Harriet Schneiderman
Leanna Loomer
CK Bellone/Newberry Farm
Susan & James Schmerl in memory of Denise Polivy
Ken Dardick & Judy Stein in memory of Denise Polivy and Denise Joselson

Discretionary Fund
Leanna Loomer
David & Debbie Stoloff
Stuart & Joan Sidney
Steven & Tamara Cohen
Sheridan Vernon
Harry & Honey Birkenruth in memory of:
Honey’s father, Arthur Wilinski, and Harry’s father, Herman Birkenruth

Tree of Life Campaign
LEAF

BRANCH

David & Cheryl Lejfer
Edith Prague in memory of her daughter,
Lisa Finkelman, Alex Wu, & Dante Wu
Susan Lundberg.
Susan Meisler
David Wollner
Gloria Gerald for the Gerald & Gruber families
Michael & Laura Lassow in honor of Michael & Anne Willenborg and Rav Jeremy & Merle Potchinsky

BNAIFACTOR
Edith Prague
Gail and Joe Petrowsky

SUSTAINER
Ken Dardick & Judith Stein

5779 CHAI
Ken Dardick & Judy Stein

PATRONS
Robert & Jane Moskowitz

SECURITY FUND
Ken Dardick & Judy Stein

5779 HIGH HOLIDAYS
Michael S. Orenstein

We thank the Hevra Kaddisha for donating proceeds from taharas to the
Hevra Kaddisha Fund.
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The Guy Mendilow
Ensemble to Perform

The Forgotten
Kingdom

February 7, 2019
8:00 pm
UConn's von der Mehden
Recital Hall
Free and open to the public
The Center for Judaic Studies and Contemporary Jewish Life, in partnership with the UConn
Department of Music, brings the Guy Mendilow Ensemble to Storrs as part of the Center's
Scholarship and the Arts initiative.
Please pre-register to attend! https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-forgotten-kingdom-theguy-mendilow-ensemble-tickets-54646027740 (or simply type in the groups name in the
Eventbrite search function and you’ll get to the registration page.
If you require an accommodation to participate, please contact Pamela Weathers
at pamela.weathers@uconn.edu or 860-486-2271.
The Guy Mendilow Ensemble is an award-winning quintet with a cast of world-class players
who mesmerize audiences with their skill in playing a wide variety of instruments, including the
berimbau, jaw harps, and thumb piano. Guy Mendilow and his four musical collaborators are
an international ensemble hailing from Israel, Palestine, Argentina and the USA. Their unique
performances combine premier musicianship with cinematic storytelling, conjuring voices lost
to war and upheaval, whisking audiences to distant times and picturesque places and, ultimately,
inspiring the motivation to explore lesser known cultures and histories as they recreate the
music of the Sephardic diaspora and tell the stories of lost cultures.
The ensemble specializes in deep community engagement and has been artist-in-residence with
Celebrity Series of Boston since 2014. In 2017, the National Endowment for the Arts selected
the Guy Mendilow Ensemble for Art Works, a grant for the creation of art that meets the
highest standards of excellence, public engagement with diverse and excellent art, and the
strengthening of communities through the arts.
About the Show
Rendering stories and songs of an older age with drama, humor and heart, The Forgotten Kingdom
finds highly resonant, deeply moving connections to contemporary struggles, debates, and
dilemmas. By digging deep into Sephardic scholarship and revitalizing the sound recorded on
gritty field recordings, Mendilow and company bring tales to life, intertwining voices,
percussion, and soulful playing to render these songs in all their color, drama, and heart. The
Forgotten Kingdom is a musical trek through a nearly lost world as the audience journeys through
former Ottoman lands starting in Sarajevo and winding through Salónica in a narrative-driven
performance that reimagines the historical record of Sephardic communities of the Balkans
and Mediterranean.
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TEMPLE BNAI ISRAEL VISIONING RECEIVING NATIONAL RECOGNITION
Last month I wrote that our Cohousing
Committee had applied to be a member
of the Hakhel Jewish Intentional
Communities Network. Hakhel, a
project of Hazon. The Jewish Lab For
Sustainability, describes itself like this:
Hakhel is the first-of-its-kind Jewish
Intentional Communities incubator in North
America. It exists to amplify and strengthen
new expressions of Jewish community, not only
in North America but also, now, in other
parts of the Jewish diaspora. We plan to
invest, both directly and indirectly, in a wide
range of new initiatives and experiments in
Jewish community. We want to encourage and
nourish greater health and sustainability.
Where possible, we hope to learn from some of
the remarkable experiments in sustainable and
intentional communities that have grown
dramatically in Israel in the last two or three
decades.
We have been accepted to Hakhel and
will receive $3,700 for marketing,
consulting, and conference subsidies, as
well as some free consulting.

ideas, to participate in Kenissa:
Communities of Meaning Network,
which “connects individuals who are
leading contemporary efforts to
re-define Jewish life.” Founded in
2015, the Kenissa Network is
co-sponsored by Hazon, the Institute
for Jewish Spirituality, JOIN for Justice,
Mechon Hadar and UpStart and is
fiscally sponsored by Hazon. I’ll be
attending an introductory gathering in
March with other leaders of Jewish
community innovation, and several of
our congregational leaders will be
invited to a training convention next
December.
Both Hakhel and Kenissa will help us
network with other groups who are
trying to solve the problems of
building flourishing, sustainable Jewish
communities for the new century.
I’m proud and excited to take part
in them.

I (Rav Jeremy) was also invited, based
on our more out-of-the-box visioning
HELP NEEDED BY A TECH SAVVY VOLUNTEER TO IMPROVE OUR
PUBLICITY AND OUTREACH EFFORTS.

There’s a lot going on at Temple Bnai Israel, from our interfaith work to our unusual rotation of
Friday night celebrations; our wide-ranging Jewish Explorations program; tikkun olam, cultural,
and intellectual activities; our system of caring for one another, our visioning process for a 21st
century Jewish community, and more. But it seems that we’re not successfully reaching potential
new members of our community with the message of all that we’re doing and all that we offer.
We’re looking for one or more volunteers to help guide improvements in our publicity
and outreach methods, be that through social media, internet presence, or more
traditional means. We are considering seeking grant money to hire some professional
help in this area, but we would still need member volunteers to oversee such a project. If
this interests you and you think you have time and ideas to give, please let Anne Willenborg
know. willenborg5@gmail.com
Rav Jeremy and Anne Willenborg
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JEWISH EXPLORATIONS

MORAH DARA BOWLING, MORAHDARA@ATT.NET

Shalom, chaverim! Happy winter!
First of all, a great big "WELCOME BACK!" to Marlene, our wonderful Office Administrator!
We missed you, and are so happy to have you back!
It's cold outside, but hearts are warm and curiosity is on fire in the Jewish Explorations program.
Students are engaging in authentic discourse and creating physical symbols of complex concepts.
Whether they work together to create a poem on the white board, or discuss ways to treat a
newcomer, or bake cookies representing the Hebrew letter, "Bet," our students continue to
make strong connections to the curriculum during Shabbat Experience sessions. It is a particular
blessing to see them sitting with Rav Jeremy on the stairs of the bimah at the conclusion of the
service, singing Adon Olam or Hinei Mah Tov, and then seeing them reciting Kiddush afterward
before they drink their grape juice or eat their challah. Shabbat Experience emphasizes strong
connections, and watching students participate in spiritual practice is a great way to see this
connection.
On Wednesdays, students are tutoring 1:1 with their teachers, who are so proud of the progress
they are making! Our students' comfort and confidence are growing as they learn at their own
unique level of challenge, in an environment that is individually customized to their needs.
Save the Date: The Jewish Explorations program will be holding a spaghetti dinner
fundraiser on the evening of Sunday, March 31, and will have other great activities to make it
a night to remember. Stay tuned for more details!
If you'd like any additional information, please don't hesitate to
contact me at morahdara@att.net.
L'shalom,
Dara

NAACP’S COMMUNITY CONVERSATION ON RACE

Please join us on Sunday, February 24th, 2:00 p.m.
for a showing of “Marshall”
the 2017 movie about Thurgood Marshall.
This showing is part of the the Windham/Willimantic NAACP
Community Conversation on Race Film Series.
RSVP to office@templebnaiisrael.org
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FEBRUARY YAHRZEITS
Kaddish will be said for the following Yahrzeits on February 1st and 2nd
Regina Piotrkowski

27 Shevat

February 2

Robert Schupack

27 Shevat

February 2

Jack Rabinowitz

27 Shevat

February 2

Abraham I Ostrofsky

29 Shevat

February 4

Dora S. Ballon

30 Shevat

February 5

Dora Frankel

30 Shevat

February 5

Anna Russian

30 Shevat

February 5

Pauline Zenchoff

1 Adar

February 6

1 Adar

February 6

Esther R. Sussman

1 Adar

February 6

Clara Davis

1 Adar

February 6

Harry Freedman

2 Adar

February 7

2 Adar

February 7

2 Adar

February 7

2 Adar

February 7

3 Adar

February 8

3 Adar

February 8

Minnie Sugarman

Edward Pollack

Mother of Joe Petrowsky

Grandmother of Todd Friedland

Husband of Rita Pollack

Dina Fox
David Rothenberg

Grandfather of Sandra Roth

Milton Kaskowitz

Florence Rappoport

Mother of Doreen Simonsen

Kaddish will be said for the following Yahrzeits on February 8th and 9th
Miriam Chasen Kerachsky

4 Adar

February 9

Dora Levine

4 Adar

February 9

Alfred Helfer

Father of Stephanie Malinow

4 Adar

February 9

Lowell Albert Marmon

Brother of Stefan Marmon

5 Adar

February 10

Frank Lewis

Father of Barry Lewis

5 Adar

February 10

Muriel Narotsky

Mother of Debbie Stoloff

6 Adar

February 11

Mildred Harris

Grandmother of Rochelle Marcus

6 Adar

February 11

7 Adar

February 12

7 Adar

February 12

8 Adar

February 13

8 Adar

February 13

10 Adar

February 15

10 Adar

February 15

10 Adar

February 15

Julius L. Sussman
Norman Hilsenrad
Natalie Shifrin

Husband of Marsha Hilsenrad
Second Cousin of Bruce
Brettschneider

Samuel Schretter
Lena Hochberg

Grandmother of Jeanne Morascini

Harry Chait
Nathan Marks

Father of Adrienne Marks
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FEBRUARY YAHRZEITS continued
Kaddish will be said for the following Yahrzeits on February 15th and 16th
Corinne Mittelman

Mother of Eugene Mittelman

11 Adar

February 16

Gail Piotrkowski

Sister-in-law of Joe Petrowsky

11 Adar

February 16

Sarah Leah Heller

12 Adar

February 17

Florence Eisenberg

12 Adar

February 17

14 Adar

February 19

14 Adar

February 19

Barnet Shifrin

Great-Uncle of Bruce Brettschneider

Abraham Hillman
Larry Segal

Son of Annie Segal

15 Adar

February 20

Benjamin Hochberg

Father of Jeanne Morascini

17 Adar

February 22

17 Adar

February 22

Melvyn Douglas Starger

Kaddish will be said for the following Yahrzeits on February 22nd and 23rd
Murray H. Rosen

Uncle of Janet Miller

18 Adar

February 23

Esther Frankel

Grandmother of Michael Lassow

19 Adar

February 24

Bernard Newman

Father of Carol Kraus

19 Adar

February 24

Bill Baber

Father of Jim Baber

20 Adar

February 25

Gary Gottesman

Close friend of many

20 Adar

February 25

Morton Joselson

Father of Nora Stein

21 Adar

February 26

Eli Winter Sherman

22 Adar

February 27

Morris H. Kaplan

22 Adar

February 27

Israel Bernstein

22 Adar

February 27

Edward Schupack

22 Adar

February 27

Frederick I. Lauter

23 Adar

February 28

Please consider
the Temple in your
estate planning.
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A LOOK AHEAD TO MARCH
Sunday, March 3, 10:00 a.m.
Jewish Explorations & J-Kids at Ballard Puppetry Museum
Thursday, March 7, 7:00 p.m.
Interfaith Sharing Panel - details TBA
Friday, March 8, 6:15 p.m.
This year’s Young Emissaries, Liron and Roy will be joining us at T.G.I. Shabbes
wine (and grape juice), cheese, and music celebration
Wednesday, March 20th, Purim Celebration
5:31 p.m. to 6:19 p.m. - Shenanigans and Megillah reading - the short version!
6:20 p.m. to 7:00 p.m - to be announced.
7:01 p.m. to 8:01 p.m. - The Whole Megillah

Saturday evening and all day Sunday, March 23rd and 24th, Bread and Torah
Help make a Torah, bake for the hungry and ourselves, and learn about an
innovative synagogue bakery. More details soon.

Friday, March 29th, 7:30 p.m.
Shabbes Schmooze with the Young Emissaries, Liron and Roy; we are very
fortunate to have them join us twice this month!

UPDATES AND DETAILS
can be found at:
https://www.templebnaiisrael.org/temple-bnai-israel-calendar/
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רפואה שלימה
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THANK YOU DAVID FOSTER AND THE SHABOO ALL-STARS!
On New Year’s Day, Temple Bnai Israel hosted David Foster & The Shaboo All-Stars in concert.
The event was made possible through the generosity of Marilyn and David Foster and David’s
history with our synagogue rang true throughout the event. Did you know that David was the
first Bar Mitzvah in Temple Bnai Israel’s current building? David’s warm and engaging style
mesmerized the audience as the crowd of 175 music lovers enjoyed the nostalgia the All-Stars
bring to their audiences. The crowd was literally dancing in the aisles to songs from the 60’s and
70’s and to David’s personal favorites.
We have many people to thank for bringing this concert to fruition and raising over $5,000 for
Temple Bnai Israel. First, we are so grateful to David & Marilyn for their willingness to pay the
band to bring them to Willimantic, in addition to paying for the advertising for the concert.
Advertising and promotion was led by Sheila Amdur, with the snacks and drinks provided by
Jane & Bob Moskowitz. With Tiffany Blumenstein in charge of balloons/decorations and a bevy
of volunteers at the registration table, everyone was greeted warmly, and welcomed to celebrate
New Year’s Day with us.
Special thanks to the registration and refreshment volunteers: Anne Willenborg, Karen Drazen,
Judy Stein, Doreen Simonsen , Russ Friedland, Gerry Berkowitz and friend, Cheryl. Thanks to
Todd Friedland for making sure the parking went smoothly and our super special set-up and
break-down volunteers, Jim Baber, Alex Nishball, Ken Dardick and Macie Tozzoli. Macie was
also instrumental in helping to set up the Eventbrite site so tickets could be purchased online.
Jim also worked with the technical staff of the All-Stars, and our electrician, to make sure we had
adequate power for the show. With Marlene setting up event reminders to go out in her absence,
everything went smoothly and a good time was had by all.
Thanks to our wonderful Board, congregation and community for making the Shaboo All-Stars
New Year’s Day concert such a success!
Sincerely,
Mona Friedland
Event Chair
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FEBRUARY JEWRY DUTY PARTICIPANTS AND NEEDS
Friday and Saturday, February 1st and 2nd
Bar Mitzvah of Samuel David Marcus
Friday, February 8th, T.G.I. Shabbes 6:15 p.m.
Fran & Drew Jaffe
David & Debbie Stoloff
Jill Marocchini

Saturday, February 9th, Shabbat Trumah Art Service, 10:00 a.m.
Doreen Simonsen
David & Debbie Stoloff
Scott DeShong
Macie Tozzoli
Friday, February 15th, Tikkun Olam VaNefesh Service, 7:30 p.m.
Doreen Simonsen
Jane & Bernie Schreiber
Ken & Judy Dardick & Stein
Sheila Amdur
Saturday, February 16th, Shabbat Service, 10:00 a.m.
Lottie Hackner
Leanne Rand
Martha Cutter
One other participant needed

Friday, February 22nd, Shabbes Dinner at the home of Carol and
Yves Kraus
Assistants for the hosts: Mona & Todd Friedland and Hillary Stern &
Marc Kronisch
Saturday, February 23rd, Shabbat Service, 10:00 a.m.
Elisabeth & Emmanuel Buzay
Carol & Yves Kraus
Ravit & Ishay Stein
One other participant needed
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A SERIOUS REQUEST FROM RAV JEREMY (IF YOU’VE READ AND
CONSIDERED THE E-MAIL VERSION, NO NEED TO READ AGAIN)
Friends, I know your Temple community
asks many things of you: money, Jewry
Duty, attendance at special events…But I’d
like to make a special request that really
gets at the core of who we are.
Our greatest strength lies in our
relationships with one another. We come
out to repair the world with each other
partly because of those relationships. We
enjoy Shabbat partly because of the people
we see there. And, bottom line, we care
about each other and we believe in caring
about each other.
But one of the ways we’ve devised to make
that caring real is having trouble. We’re
too low on folks willing to be monthly
lead-volunteers for the Caring
Committee. I know not everyone can do
it, but I’m pretty sure more of us could.
What’s involved? You sign up with for a
month, during which you share
responsibilities with another lead
volunteer. Some months, you end up
doing nothing. Some months, send a card
or make a phone call to an ailing member
or two. Some months, if there’s a shiva,
you spend a little more time helping to
communicate with our mourning members
and coordinating the many people who are

happy to help bring chairs and food or
clean up. You’ll probably attend the
shiva at least once. It’s not hard and our
Caring Committee chairs are always
willing to help you understand what
to do.
This is something our younger members,
school parents, and many of our older
members can do. This is something that
women and even men can do. (Men, I
know; I, too, shy away from writing
cards and have Merle do it more than
her fair share of the time. But that’s not
actually good for us and our spirits. So
give a little caring a try.)
This is something that makes our
congregation the kind of place that is
valued by members and admired by
visitors.
So, please, if you think you can do it,
contact Fran or Ellie and sign up. If you
think you might be able to do it, but
you’re not sure, call Fran and Ellie and
sign up.
If you know you can’t do it, we
understand, and absolve you of all guilt!
Rav Jeremy

CARING COMMITTEE CO-CHAIRS
FRAN: franjaffe@earthlink.net
860.228.2390
ELLIE: eshane01@charter.net
860.423.7418

30

BEANS PLEASE.
Help top off our bean
basket! The next time you
are at shul, drop some in canned, boxed, or bagged!
TODA = Thank you!
10:00 a.m. Torah
Study with Rav
Jeremy. Beth-El
at Hillel.

4:30-6:30 p.m.
Jewish
Explorations

2:30 p.m. Spiritual
Eldering, from
Age-ing to
Sage-ing (see
page 12)

6:30 p.m. Security
Comm. Mtg.

9:30 a.m. Tikkun
Olam Comm.
Mtg.

4:30-6:30 p.m.
Jewish
Explorations

7:00 p.m.
Ritual Comm. Mtg.

10:45 a.m. Mussar
class

7:30 p.m.
Building Comm.
Mtg.

Snow date for
Spiritual Eldering

10:00 a.m.
J-Kids Windham
Textile Museum
Outing
5:00 p.m. Chili
Festival and
noshing
Extravaganza.

6:30 p.m.
Daughters of
Abraham Book
Club. Details
on page 7.

4:30-6:30 p.m.
Jewish
Explorations
7:00 p.m.
Board mtg.

10:00 a.m.
Sandwich
Making at the
Soup Kitchen

4:30-6:30 p.m.
Jewish
Explorations

2:00 p.m.
NAACP movie
showing:
“Marshall”
See page 21

6:30 p.m.
Interfaith
Working Group

NOTE TIME 7:00 p.m. Sam
Marcus’ Bar
Mitzvah. He
will help lead
our Shabbat
Service.

4:00 p.m.
J-Kids family
potluck

9:30 a.m.
Shabbat
Service, Samuel
David Marcus
Bar
Mitzvah

10:00 a.m.
Shabbat Service,
Jewish
Explorations

6:15 p.m.
T.G.I. Shabbes

BULLETIN
SUBMISSION
DEADLINE

10:00 a.m.
Shabbat Service

1:00 p.m.
Jewish History
Book Club
7:30 p.m. Tikkun
Olam VaNefesh
Service

6:30 p.m.
Shabbes
Dinner at the
home
of Carol & Yves
Kraus.

10:00 a.m.
Shabbat Service,
Jewish
Explorations

11:00 a.m.
Family Shabbat

PLEASE NOTE THE
NEW SUBMISSION
DEADLINE FOR
THE BULLETIN
IS NOW THE
15TH OF
THE MONTH
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Shabbat Trumah Art Service
February 9th, 10:00 AM
Once again, we’ll have an “art service” on Shabbat Trumah, whose Torah portion begins to
describe the artistry of the ancient Sanctuary. Such a service follows the structure of the regular
service, keeping the “baruh atah/praised are you” anchors, but replacing the paragraphs leading to
them (up to the Amidah) with visual images.
You are invited to supply the images (by February 5th please), either digitally for me to
include in a handout, or physically, to hold up at the appropriate point in the service. The images
should reflect (in some way) one of the following themes from the sections of the morning
service:
 waking up/our physical selves/our pure souls
 language/poetry/emotional connection
 morning, the heavenly lights, or nature
 love and, preferably, also mutual obligations or mitsvot or Torah
 hope or freedom or justice or the exodus from Egypt
If you’d like to contribute an image, please send it (or a photo of it), or deliver it to the office
between the hours of noon and 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Wednesday, or Friday. If e-mailing, send to
ravjeremy@templebnaiisrael.org Thanks! And, whether you contribute or not, please join in this
visually enriched Shabbat service in honor of Shabbat Trumah – the Shabbat of the artistic gifts.

Thanks to Sheila Amdur
for contributing this
photo to last year’s
Shabbat Trumah
Art Service.

Looking west from Horsebarn Hill, with the “blood moon”
setting and the sky lighting up from the rising sun.

