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109 years strong!

High Holy Days
5779

SELICHOT
NOTE THE “UNUSUAL DATE” - TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4th, 7:00 p.m.
Selichot Talk
“Forgiveness in Shakespeare” with Professor Jeffrey Shoulson
Selichot are preparations for the High Holidays, seeking forgiveness and peace for the world. Professor
Shoulson will encourage us with this Selichot talk about the theme of forgiveness as it appears in Shakespeare's
works. Our traditional Selichot "work party" preparing the sanctuary for the Holidays will follow.

Erev Rosh Hashanah - Sunday, September 9th
(Vegetarian pot-luck festival dinner at 6:15 p.m., service begins at 7:30 p.m.)

First Day Rosh Hashanah, Monday, September 10th
Second Day Rosh Hashanah - Tuesday, September 11th
Morning services begin at 9:30 a.m.

Cemetery Memorial Service
Sunday, September 16th, 10:00 a.m.

Erev Yom Kippur
Kol Nidrei - Tuesday, September 18th, 6:30 p.m.

Yom Kippur
Wednesday, September 19th
Morning Service begins at 9:30 a.m.
Yom Kippur evening services begin with Miriam’s Well Healing Service at 6:00 p.m.

Please join us for our Break-the-Fast Vegetarian Pot-Luck celebration,
to begin at the conclusion of services, approximately 7:45 p.m.
Please turn to pages 17 & 18 for further details on all of our
High Holiday events and services.
If you did not receive your copy of our High Holiday Brochure sent on August 10th,

please contact the office at 860.423.3742 or e-mail office@templebnaiisrael.org to request one.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
L’Shana Tova!
I hope that many of you will be able to gather for the High Holidays which arrive early this year.
There are many Holiday opportunities and celebrations which you will find in detail in the
Bulletin. In addition to Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur events, the Temple has its Fifth Annual
Community Sukkot Pot-luck dinner at the No Freeze Shelter on September 22 and our own
Sukkot Pot-Luck Dinners in the Temple Sukkah on September 23 and 28.
And let’s not forget, Simchat Torah!
I anticipate we will share much in 5779. Our Temple calendar is filled with many varied events.
I hope that we will continue to reach out to our surrounding community and share experiences,
cultures, friendships and supports. I am fearful of all the hate and lies we face in the world and
know that our small community is doing an extraordinary amount of work to form local, personal
relationships.
Our congregation has our own challenges this year. We will have tough discussions about our
vision and our building. Yet, I am confident with all of YOUR experience, learning, opinions and
energy we will continue to gather our strength together and determine how to proceed as we also
continue to be strong advocates for justice in the broader community.
Shalom,

Anne Willenborg
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RABBINIC REFLECTIONS

Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz

The calendar is working its magic on me. I’m feeling the awe and
amazement and dread that issue from the question that the High
Holidays pose. The poet Mary Oliver poses the question, after
taking several lines to marvel over a grasshopper, like this:
I don't know exactly what a prayer is.
I do know how to pay attention, how to fall down
into the grass, how to kneel down in the grass,
how to be idle and blessed, how to stroll through the fields,
which is what I have been doing all day.
Tell me, what else should I have done?
Doesn't everything die at last, and too soon?
Tell me, what is it you plan to do
with your one wild and precious life?
(from “The Summer Day” by Mary Oliver)
“What is it you plan to do with your one wild and precious life?” Most of the year, most of
us mostly hold the question at bay. But here it comes: I stand in the presence of the INFINITE
and have been given a few years and a small circle of influence. Am I responding in a way that
will bring honor to me as the waves of my actions ripple through infinity? Have I loved
sufficiently, improved what was in my power to improve (and tried not to worry about what
wasn’t)?
Continued on page 10
Please note that the Rabbi will be away on September 28th and September 29th.
READINGS FOR SEPTEMBER, 2018 - Elul 5778 - Tishrei 5779
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2018
21 ELUL, 5778

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2018
28 ELUL, 5778

Parashat Ki Tavo

Parashat Nitzavim

Deuteronomy 26:1 - 29:8
This Year: 26:12 - 28:6
Haftarah: Isaiah 60:1-22

Deuteronomy 29:9 - 30:20
Haftarah: Isaiah 61:10 - 63:9

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2018
6 TISHREI, 5779 - SHABBAT SHUVA

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2918
13 TISHREI, 5779

Parashat Vayelech

Parashat Haazinu

Deuteronomy 31:1-30
Haftarah: Hosea 14:2-10; Micah 7:18-20

Deuteronomy 32:1-52
Haftarah: II Samuel 22:1-51

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2018
20 TISHREI, 5779
5th Day Chol Hamoed Sukkot

Exodus 33:12 - 34:26; Numbers 29:29-31
Haftarah: Ezekiel 39:1-10
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SHABBAT CELEBRATIONS

1st Saturday of each month, Bagel & Bible, 9:30 a.m. with abbreviated
Shabbat Service following. All other Saturdays, Shabbat Services at 10:00 a.m.
Saturday, September 1st, 9:30 a.m., Bagel & Bible. Topic: Rosh Hashanah isn’t the birthday
of the world. (It’s the birthday of humanity.) We’ll study source-texts and important implications.

Friday, September 14th, 6:15 p.m. T.G.I. Shabbes. The Stranger/ the Other: Oppressed?
Beloved? Understood? Misunderstood? The story of Hagar, Abraham’s concubine-wife, and their
son Ishmael, part of which we read on Rosh Hashanah, invites us to consider our relationship to
“strangers” and “others”. For T.G.I. Shabbes, we’ll hear a song by Shalom Hanoch, sung by Arik
Einstein, from shortly after the 6-Day War, that invites us to consider the story and the attendant
issues from a new angle.
Friday, September 21st, 7:30 p.m. Tikkun Olam VaNefesh Service
Friday, September 28th, 6:30 p.m. In place of our 4th Friday Shabbes Dinner at a member’s
home, we will have a Sukkot vegetarian pot-luck dinner in the Temple’s Sukkah. Please
bring a dish to share and enjoy an evening of celebration in the Sukkah.
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TEMPLE FAMILY NEWS

Refuah Shleyma - Get Well רפואה שלימה
David Stoloff
Michael Lassow

A message from David and Debbie Stoloff:
David and I would like to thank everyone for their support before, during, and after David’s
recent surgery. It means a lot to us.
David & Debbie Stoloff
A message from Mona and Todd Friedland:
Dear Members,
As Mona and I recover from our ailments, we cannot forget to thank both our members and our
Caring Committee for reaching out to us. We loved all of the food, and the many cards and calls
with well wishes. We are both on our way to recovery, Mona almost 100% and me coming along
slowly. So a big thanks to all. None of our Jewish friends around the country have anything like
a caring committee or even members that have ever reached out as you all did. Temple Bnai
Israel is indeed a very special community.

OUR 5779, 2018-2019 FY BNAIFACTORS - PLEASE JOIN THEM!
Sheila Amdur
Harry & Honey Birkenruth
Georgia & Gene Mittelman
Martin & Randee Berliner
Rita Pollack
Gerry Berkowitz
Bruce & Sharon Brettschneider
Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz & Merle Potchinsky

Ken Dardick & Judy Stein
Peter & Stephanie Malinow
Anne & Michael Willenborg
Stuart Sidney & Joan Seliger-Sidney
Robert & Jane Moskowitz
Jerome & Nina Rosen
Carol Colombo
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COMMITTEE NEWS
CARING COMMITTEE

Caring for each other in times of need.
Fran Jaffe
860.228.2390
franjaffe@earthlink.net

Ellie Shane
860.423.7418
eshane01@charter.net

Thanks to all our helpers in August. Although
my preference is to have 2 leaders each month,
in a pinch, we really are a great team!
August had us sending our love and support to
David Stoloff after his thyroid surgery. He
seems to be doing very well. Gail Petrowsky
could use our thoughts and prayers as she cares
for her ailing mother. Cards and calls are most
welcome to both of them.
Although I write this when the summer is still
upon us, I know the cooler weather is coming.
I’m happy that we can continue to bring warmth
and comfort to those in need. Please consider
volunteering. Rita Pollack has stepped up for
September but could use a partner, and Sheila is
on for November, also needing a partner.

DAUGHTERS OF ABRAHAM BOOK CLUB
Carol Kraus

yveskraus@earthlink.net

The Book Club’s next meeting will be a
VEGETARIAN POTLUCK
Tuesday, September 25th
6:30 p.m.
At the home of Jeanne Morascini
9 Old Willimantic Road,
Columbia
PLEASE RSVP TO JEANNE:
860-228-9293
jemora@aol.com
All are welcome; bring book suggestions for
next year and ideas on how we can expand
our membership, especially to
Muslim women.
Fran Jaffe and Ellie Shane, if you or anyone
you know needs some assistance.

We've had such a warm summer. Let's all hope
that the nice weather continues into the fall
Our Committee always welcomes new members. and that this winter will be gentle. Best wishes
Why not consider joining us in lending a hand to for the New Year!
our fellow congregants when they’re in need? It’s Fran
a pretty simple commitment and extremely
worthwhile and rewarding. Call or email our
monthly leaders or the committee co-chairs,
TIKKUN OLAM COMMITTEE, Merle Potchinsky, jermerle@att.net
Hello from the Tikkun Olam
Committee. First, I wish to thank Anne
Willenborg for being our outstanding
Chair for all of these years (wow, 9
years!). Anne has led us through much
hands-on work around homelessness
issues and more recently guided us
through the difficult work of
raising awareness of and advocacy
around the current refugee crisis. I
have just taken over from Anne as Chair
of this Committee and thank her for so
much that she has done and for staying

on as part of the Committee despite her
many responsibilities as our new President!
During our August meeting, we convened
the Chairs of several other committees to
begin planning for the HIAS National
Refugee Shabbat on October 19-20. This
event will take place over much of the
course of Shabbat, involve delicious and
culturally expansive foods, and possibly
music and conversation about how to
maintain support around refugee issues over
the course of the year and in a politically
volatile climate.
Continued on page 15
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SARAH RATNER LIBRARY - BOOK REVIEWS AND OTHER NEWS!
Book Reviews:
American Jews and America's Game by Larry Ruttman
As we enter baseball playoff season, it seems appropriate to include a Jewish
American baseball history text. American Jews and America's Game
includes life stories based on over fifty interviews about famous players like
Greenberg, Koufax, and Youkilis and also Commissioner Bud Selig, General
Manager Theo Epstein, various sportswriters, and even serious fans like
Alan Dershowitz. Each person explains his experience growing up Jewish in
America while facing assimilation, anti-Semitism, and Jewish identity. This is
a fascinating read for fans of baseball as well as those interested in the
Jewish influence and role in the sport.
About the B'nai Bagels by e.l. konigsburg
In this young adult novel, Mark plays on a Little League baseball team while
simultaneously preparing for his bar mitzvah. The situation gets complicated
when Mark's mother signs up to be his team's manager, and they start
winning. Mark has to make some difficult decisions when he learns new
information. Older children will enjoy this coming-of-age novel.

Many of our recent acquisitions will soon be available to check out, so please stop by the library
or our annex library carts (one in the upper lobby and lower lobby) to borrow some great new
books, including biographies, Jewish sports stars, fiction and nonfiction, and children's books.
Regular library hours will be from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday afternoons September
26th, 2018 (the first Wednesday of Jewish Explorations classes) through May 15th, 2019 (the last
day of Wednesday JE classes). The library annex carts are always available, and you can check out
books using the instructions we have posted, and the card/envelope system we have in place.
Let us know if you have any questions.
Many thanks to those who recently
donated furnishings.
We are all set for the smaller children,
but still in need of mid-size seats and a
table (for ages 8+) as well as some
bean bag chairs.
Please e-mail Rochelle if you have some to donate, rochelle.marcus@gmail.com.
Thank you!
Your Library Committee: Sue-Ellen Kirkham, Rochelle Marcus, Scott DeShong, Peter Malinow
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Judith A. Stein
Attorney at Law
Executive Director
jstein@medicareadvocacy.org

366 Windham Road
Willimantic, CT 06226
(860) 456-8658
Michelle Morris
tcmemorials@aol.com
tricountymemorials.com
Tiffany Blumenstein
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RABBINIC REFLECTIONS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
Have I been aware and appreciative? The questions are a little terrifying not only because most
of us can’t answer completely positively, but because of their most basic challenge, the challenge
to live our lives intentionally, to take them seriously, as if they have purpose.
The High Holidays are “Yamim Nora’im” – “Days of Awe,” or we could even translate “Days of
Dread.” But happily, Judaism always counters “yir’ah – awe/dread” with “ahavah/love.” Our
tradition assures us that our God is a God of forgiveness. Our sincere “teshuvah” – our
intentions and acts of turning – toward our true, divine, purposeful selves; toward God; to others
around us – redirect the ripples of our past deeds, making good out of bad. And the INFINITE
before whom we stand presents us with infinite invitation – to love and to hope. The space is
always open before us to do the small or large good that we are able to do.
May your Holidays and your year be a little bit terrifying and extremely joyous, filled with love,
good, and blessing!

HOW TO ACCESS MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY BOARD MEETING
Dear Members, if you wish to review the Board’s activities and actions in more detail, you can
request to review the monthly minutes in the Temple Office. Contact Marlene at 860-423-3743
or e-mail office@templebnaiisrael.org to set up a time to stop by during her regular office hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, noon to 6:00 p.m., but be sure to call ahead or check the
Temple’s web site calendar for any changes.
PLEASE SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR KRISTALLNACHT OBSERVANCE
Dear friends, please join us on Sunday, November 4th, 2018 at 2:30 p.m. for the Hochberg
Holocaust and Human Rights Education Committee's Kristallnacht Observance.
Our speaker will be Irene Berman, author of We are Going to Pick Potatoes: Norway and the
Holocaust, The Untold Story, will be speaking about her experiences in Norway and Sweden
during WWII.
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MEET THIS YEAR’S YOUNG EMISSARIES, LIRON AND ROY

Roy Sulimani

Hello Eastern CT. My name is Roy
Sulimani and I am currently in training as a
Shinshin for the Jewish Agency and the
Jewish Federation of Eastern CT.

Liron Binyamin

My name is Liron Binyamin and I'm the
new Shinshin (Young Emissary) in New
London!

I was born in Ziv, Zefat, and grew up in
Hatzor Haglilit prior to going on my
shlichut. I have two siblings. One is my
twin Nave, and I have an older sister
named Gal. My mom’s name is Limor and
Yoram is my stepdad. I also have a dog
named Toly. They all play a big part in my
life and we all live in Hatzor Haglilit which
is in the beautiful north of Israel.

I was born in Gan Ner- a small village
located on the Gilboa Mountain. I have
two amazing parents, one brother who's
younger than me, Roie, and a dog named
Tyson. I studied in "Emek Harod" high
school and majored in Arabic and Theater.
My biggest dream is to be an actress. I
really love performing. I hope to include
my passion for performing into some of
my programs with you.

I just finished my “job” as a student in
Amit High School and majored in Physics
and Math. I was a fellow in the "Young
Ambassadors" program and was the head
of the youth council of Hatzor Haglilit for
a year at the age of 17.

I love hanging out with my friends at the
wonderful Gilboa mountain. I really like
Israeli music and play the guitar. I was a
counselor in the youth movement "Bnei
Hamoshavim" for two years and it was so
much fun! I really enjoyed my work there.

I really can't wait to bring Israel to the
Jewish community of eastern Connecticut
and show it to you through my eyes.

I want to bring Israel to you from my point
of view and learn about life in the Jewish
Community of Eastern CT as well as in
general in the US.

Looking forward to our year together and
can’t wait to meet you all!

I really hope to make great connections
with the Eastern CT community and can't
wait to meet you everyone already!!
See you soon.
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PARTNERS IN INDEPENDENCE ADULT MENTORING PROGRAM

Do you have a desire to give back and pay it forward?
Do you have life experience to share?
Do you enjoy coaching, supporting, and teaching others?
Partners in Independence (PIP) is an Adult Mentor & Learning Partner Program offered through
Windham Area Interfaith Ministry (WAIM), and supported by the WAIM community. The only
adult mentoring program of its kind in Eastern Connecticut, PIP provides long-term support and
guidance to community members who are seeking to identify and reach financial, housing,
educational, personal, and/or employment goals. PIP’s trained mentors are matched with learning
partners who are clients of WAIM or referred by other community partners. Mentors receive
comprehensive training, and, once matched, attend monthly meetings for support and the
exchange of information and ideas from other mentors and WAIM to best support their learning
partner.
The Partners in Independence Program is thriving and needs more volunteer adult mentors –
both male and female. “Because of the rapid growth, we are forced to put potential learning
partners on a waiting list for the next appropriate mentor,” says program coordinator, Julie
Menard. “This is an unfortunate setback because it’s critical to assist people when they are ready
to receive help.”
The program has been very successful in preparing some participants to look for, land and sustain
jobs, as well as in helping others acquire the training and life skills they needed to become job
ready. Mentors also provide emotional support and encouragement. One learning partner said,
“I will always be thankful to my mentor for helping me when I was broken.”
If you are interested in joining a team of adult mentors who are helping foster personal
growth and positive change in the lives of their learning partners,
or if you have questions,
please contact: Julie Menard
Partners In Independence Program Coordinator
PIPManager@waimct.org, PHONE – 860-456-7270 EXT. 18.

The Windham Area Interfaith Ministry’s (WAIM) mission is to uplift and unite our community by

providing caring services and resources to meet our neighbors’ needs with dignity and respect. WAIM offers services
that address basic needs and stability. Services include the distribution of donated clothing, furniture, appliances,
linens, and other material goods to under-resourced individuals and families; adult mentoring; emergency financial
assistance for heat, electricity and other basic needs; seasonal programs and a community garden.
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DONATIONS
General Fund
Grace Adams
Discretionary Fund
Jill Marocchini in loving memory of her father, Joel Weiner
Natasha & Randy Domina
5779 Yizkor Memorial Booklet
Harry & Honey Birkenruth
Ilene Reiner
Jeanne & Tony Morascini
Sheldon Mossberg & Marjorie Golden-Mossberg
Edith G. Prague
Rona Russian Schaffel
Beth & Bernie Schilberg
Gerry Berkowitz
Ellie Shane
William S. Israel
Jerome and Nina Rosen
Peter & Stephanie Malinow
Rav Jeremy & Merle Potchinsky
David Wollner
Paul & Annette Shapiro
David & Ellen Brodie
Lex & Ramona Nishball

Gloria E. Gerald
Robert & Jane Moskowitz
Carl & Elaine David
Fran Storch
Todd & Mona Friedland
Barbara F. Ganick
Rita Pollack
Leanna Loomer & Joe Loy
Shoshana Levinson
Carol & Yves Kraus
Bruce & Sharon Brettschneider
Martin & Randee Berliner
Moshe & Sima Lessner
Doreen Simonsen & family
Sandra Roth
Rochelle & Alan Marcus
Carol Colombo

5779 Chai Appeal
Harry & Honey Birkenruth
Janet Robertson in memory of James O. Robertson
Leanna Loomer
David & Ellen Brodie
Carol Colombo
We thank the Hevra Kaddisha for donating proceeds from taharas to the Hevra
Kaddisha Fund.
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AN UPDATE REGARDING OUR SHUL AND PARSONAGE
Dear Congregants,
This letter was originally sent via e-mail in mid-August.
In the event you did not see it, or have not had a chance to read it,
I have included it here for you. Please feel free to contact me at
willenborg5@gmail.com should you have comments, questions, or concerns.
As many of you are already aware, our long time tenant, Natchaug Hospital, left the Temple as of
August 31st. Natchaug Hospital has been renting space from us during the school year for over 20
years. They have been excellent tenants and we are disappointed that they have decided to leave.
They have let us know that their departure is due to their decreasing enrollment and changing
needs. We are actively looking for new tenants and considering many possibilities. If you have
any ideas or suggestions regarding rental of the Temple space, please contact me.
In addition, the Board of Directors has decided to put the parsonage on the market. It has not
been used for its intended purpose (to house a Rabbi) for over 18 years. The decision to sell the
parsonage is NOT related to the loss of our rental income and may work well with the Temple’s
visioning process. Sale of the parsonage has been discussed over many years and the Board has
decided to take action now.
The Temple leadership wants to make sure that you, the congregation, is aware of these
developments before you hear about them throughout the community.

Please feel welcome to contact me if you have any questions.
Thank you,

Anne Willenborg, President
TIKKUN OLAM COMMITTEE REPORT CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7
Once again we will be hosting our No-Freeze Sukkot dinner at the Windham No-Freeze shelter
on Bridge Street in Willimantic on Saturday, September 22 from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Please
consider participating in what has become an important Temple Bnai Israel Sukkot tradition,
sharing our abundance in a celebratory space with those who have less. We ask, if you are able,
to bring a dish to share, and bring your family and your friends as well.
Please accept warm Shanah Tovah wishes from the Tikkun Olam Committee and may your year
be filled with opportunities to help repair our world.
Merle Potchinsky, Chair
Tikkun Olam Committee
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INTRODUCING OUR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES COORDINATOR,
NANCY BELLER-KRIEGER
Dear Friends, thanks to a very generous grant from the Mansfield United Jewish Communities,
Sheila Amdur, Chair, we will be able to significantly expand our successful J-Kids outreach
Program. To that end, we are pleased to introduce the newest member of our team, Children and
Families Coordinator, Nancy Beller-Krieger.
Under the supervision of the Rabbi, Temple Bnai Israel Board, and the Committee on Children
and Families, Nancy will serve as an ambassador to children, teens and families in the Windham
& Mansfield area, as part of an engagement initiative to increase family involvement in the Jewish
community.

Nancy will be responsible for creating and implementing strategies to involve young families in a
vibrant landscape of programs and learning opportunities. She will help area Jewish families come
together for fun, social, and religious connection in a program that welcomes the wide diversity
of our often multi-faith, multi-ethnic Jewish families.

Nancy recently moved to Connecticut from New Jersey, and is very
excited to be on board as our Children and Families Coordinator.
She has been involved with education and engagement initiatives in
the Jewish world for over twenty years. She has taught Judaic
studies, Hebrew and Music in day schools and synagogue religious
schools.
As a Jewish Educator at both the JCC of Greater New Haven, and
the JCC of the Greater Palm Beaches (Florida) Nancy organized
family education programs and worked with all age groups from
pre-schoolers through senior adults. She enjoys creating learning
materials and developing Jewishly-themed programs that connect to
children and their families at every life stage.
Nancy is a singer and folk musician and has served as Cantorial
Soloist in two New Jersey congregations. She and her husband, Cantor Wayne Krieger, have
performed Jewish folk music wherever they have lived and traveled, in their duo “Shisha
Neharot” (Six Rivers). These days you can catch them most Friday nights leading musical
Shabbat services at Temple Sinai in Springfield Massachusetts where Wayne serves as Cantor.
Nancy and Wayne have three daughters, Yael (CA), Ronit (CT), and Kochava (VT) and four
beautiful (poo poo poo) grandchildren, Elisheva, Zohar, Yona and Cecelia. They are thrilled to
be back in Connecticut, a little closer to their growing family!
If you have questions, programming suggestions, or you just want to say “welcome”,
you can e-mail Nancy at Nancybk@templebnaiisrael.org
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HIGH HOLIDAY SERVICES AND EVENTS

A Selichot Talk with Professor Jeffrey Shoulson,
Tuesday, September 4th, 7:00 p.m.
“Forgiveness in Shakespeare”
At Selichot time, we intensify our preparations for the High Holidays, trying to increase
forgiveness and peace in the world. Professor Shoulson will encourage us with his Selichot talk
about the theme of forgiveness as it appears in Shakespeare's works. We'll follow the talk with
our traditional Selichot "work party," bringing out the Mahzors and changing the Torah scrolls
into their holiday whites.
Note that we're meeting for Selichot on an unusual date. We're following an ancient
Spanish custom of starting Selichot 5 days before Rosh Hashanah, on the 25th of Elul.
According to one Talmudic opinion (in fact, the generally accepted one), Rosh Hashanah is not
the date of the creation of the world, but of the creation of humanity. (Learn more about this at
the September Bagel and Bible on September 1st.) The world, then, was created (according to our
sacred legend) five days before, making that a good day to begin our turn toward forgiveness for
the whole world. That’s the date on which we’ll begin our Selichot with this special talk.

Our Renewed Avodah Service, renewed
Wednesday, September 19th, ~12:15 p.m.
For many of us, one of the highlights of the High Holiday services is the Avodah that the Ritual
Committee composed several years that includes the scents of the ancient Temple, healing
meditations, and physical enactments of our teshuvah. But we’ve noticed that, contrary to what
we claimed and hoped, the service has been a bit too wordy and abstract for our younger
participants. This year, we’ve adjusted the service to shorten the meditations while maintaining
their depth and we’ll introduce a little more focus on the physicality of the scents and stones that
are distributed. We think all adults and children will be moved by this year’s tweaked version, and
hope you’ll participate.

Erev Sukkot Potluck, First Day Jewish Explorations,
and Meet this year’s Young Emissaries
on Sunday, September 23rd
5:00 p.m. for Jewish Explorations families
6:00 p.m. for whole congregation

We’re looking forward to gathering in our Temple Sukkah on the first night of Sukkot, September
23rd for what is always a lovely, celebratory meal of sharing, singing, and shaking (the lulav).
This year, it will also be an opportunity to meet our new Young Emissaries from Israel, Roy
(pronounced Ro’i) and Liron. The vegetarian potluck dinner will begin at 6:00 p.m..
Jewish Explorations families are asked to come an hour early, at 5:00 p.m., for an
introduction to the new program year and for a short Sukkot program. Looking forward to
celebrating a new, fruitful year together!
Continued on next page
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HIGH HOLIDAY SERVICES AND EVENTS CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

Simchat Torah
A Moving Celebration (literally)
Sunday, September 30th, 5:00 p.m. SHARP
On September 30th, the Torah parade starts at 5:00 p.m. sharp at Temple Bnai Israel and grows
from there. We’ll bring a couple of our Torah scrolls out to our cars and bring them to Ahavath
Achim in Colchester.
There, we’ll take some of their Torahs out of the ark, do a “hakafah” (dance-around), and
proceed to Temple Emanu-El in Waterford, where we’ll meet the Torah Parade from Beth Jacob
and Beth El. Starting at 6:45 p.m. all 5 congregations will have a full-blown Simchat Torah
celebration, with Torahs and people from all five congregations. Come celebrate at this
community-uniting event! (There will be a band at Temple Emanu-El. If you’d like to
participate, contact their Cantorial Soloist, Sherry Barnes. Rav Jeremy can put you in contact.)
(A few details – namely food! – remain to be determined. We’ll keep you informed.)

Monday, October 1st, 9:30 a.m.
Shmini Atzeret – Simchat Torah service (if there’s a minyan)
We’d love to have a service on the morning of Shmini Atzeret-Simchat Torah, October 1st.
It’s a service with lots of special parts:
 festive Hallel Psalms
 Reading the end and beginning of Torah
 Yizkor memorial prayers.
As has been our practice lately with weekday festival services, we’ll do it if we have a
minyan of RSVP responses. Please let Marlene in the Temple office know if you’ll join
in the minyan (plus) of celebration and remembering that morning.
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Opportunities for Giving

F UNDS :
Beautification
Bnaifactor
Capital Improvement
Cemetery
Discretionary
Endowment
Good & Welfare
Hevra Kaddisha
High Holiday Cantor
Jewish Explorations
Library
Shabbes Dinner
Tikkun Olam
Youth Fund (Anne & Meyer Russian)
Hochberg Holocaust and
Human Rights Committee

Habonim Board

Donor ($500-999)
Patron ($1,000-2,499)
Benefactor ($2,500-4,999)
Habonim ($5,000+)

Books
Humashim

(Torah & Haftarah Books)
$75 each for a bookplate
Siddurim (prayer book)
$30 each for bookplate
Mahzorim

(High Holiday Prayer Books)
$30 each for a bookplate

I NITIATIVES :
Louis and Mae Heller Initiative for Holocaust
and Human Rights Education for
Young Children
For this initiative, please make your check
payable to: Hochberg Holocaust and Human
Rights Committee.

Sanctuary Seat Plaques &
Memorial Wall Plaque
$250 each

Tree of Life
in Greer Auditorium
$90 for a leaf
$180 for a branch

Please consider
the Temple in your
estate planning.
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JEWISH GATHERINGS & LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

Welcome to a new column in our Temple Bulletin.
Occasionally, members will ask us to publicize events to our membership and we’ve had a rule
that we don’t publicize events that the Temple isn’t connected to in some official way. We’ve
done this partly to reduce the number of e-mails in your inboxes and also to avoid Rav Jeremy or
Marlene having to make decisions about what we support/promote beyond what we’ve said we
do.
We’ve now decided to make space for some of those promotions in The Bulletin. Here’s
what will end up in this column: Short notices submitted by members or staff about upcoming
Jewish gatherings or opportunities for Jewish learning that the member/staff person thinks would
be of interest to other members of the congregation.
In keeping with our religious non-profit status, we won’t publish about partisan gatherings,
although Jewish gatherings or classes of a non-partisan, political nature would be allowed in the
column. Please keep listings to 100 words or less.
Disclaimers: This column reflects what people send in. It is not unbiased or comprehensive
and does not reflect the endorsement of the Temple or the rabbi for the listed opportunities.
It reflects only what people have submitted that they think members would be interested in.
We reserve the right to edit submissions or to not include submissions that conflict with
important Temple events or with the Temple’s officially stated values, although if you don’t think
it conflicts, we’ll probably publish it.
And so, to begin, here are some gatherings and learning opportunities!

 The 27th Jewish Men's Retreat, October 19th-21st, submitted by Marc Kronisch. This
retreat will be held at the Isabella Freedman Jewish Renewal Center in Falls Village, CT.
Menschwork is an organization focused on men's issues and how we can contribute to
Tikkun Olam, the healing of our planet, our relationships, our communities and ourselves.
We gather as a community of Brothers every year to recharge the energy and rekindle our
friendships and commitments to be a “Mensch”. Please contact me with any questions or
concerns - marckronisch@hotmail.com. Also, let me know if you intend to register. I
may be able to get you a small discount.

 Reconstructionist Convention, November 15th-18th. See the flyer on Page 24.
PLEASE NOTE that I (Rav Jeremy) regularly get lots of notices that might be relevant for this
column, but usually delete them if I can’t participate. As I get in the habit of keeping and sharing
them, this column will grow. We also look forward to sharing your contributions of Jewish
gathering and learning opportunities.
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SEPTEMBER YAHRZEITS
Kaddish will be said for the following Yahrzeits on August 31st & September 1st
Jeanne Kraus
Mother of Yves Kraus
22 Elul
September 2
Benjamin Ballon
23 Elul
September 3
Robert Drutman
23 Elul
September 3
Benjamin Nathan Prague
Grandson of Edith Prague
23 Elul
September 3
Evelyn Hugo Finkelman
Grandmother of Lisa Finkelman
23 Elul
September 3
Joel Matthew Rinne
Brother of Sheila Amdur
24 Elul
September 4
Harold Ringel
Father of Faye Ringel
25 Elul
September 5
Israel Schreiber
Father of Bernard Schreiber
26 Elul
September 6
Sam Spector
Pauline Frimitt

Grandfather of Lisa Finkelman

26 Elul
27 Elul
Kaddish will be said for the following Yahrzeits on September 7th & 8th

September 6
September 7

Esther Brettschneider
Celia Stutz Israel

Great-Grandmother of Bruce Brettschneider
Mother of William Israel

28 Elul
1 Tishri

September 8
September 10

Frances Reiss Seliger

Mother of Joan Seliger Sidney

1 Tishri

September 10

Carlman Frankel
Jesse Greer
Abraham Kesslbrenner

Grandfather of Michael Lassow

3 Tishri
3 Tishri
3 Tishri

September 12
September 12
September 12

Father of Sima Lessner and Ada Mitlisky

Stephen W. Schuster
Step-father of Glenn Blumenstein
4 Tisheri
Kaddish will be said for the following Yahrzeits on September 14th & 15th
Harry Heller
6 Tishri
Sigismund Lauter
8 Tishri
Geraldine Brownstein
Sister of Gene Mittelman
8 Tishri
Sydney Berliner
Mother of Martin Berliner
8 Tishri
Benjamin Waingrow
9 Tishri
Hyman Rabinowitz
11 Tishri

September 13
September 15
September 17
September 17
September 17
September 18
September 20

September Yahrzetis are continued on the next page.
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SEPTEMBER YAHRZEITS continued
Kaddish will be said for the following Yahrzeits on September 21st and 22nd
Eugene Feigelstock
13 Tishri September 22
Jeanne Hauslaib
Mother of Mark Hauslaib
13 Tishri September 22
Helen Rothblat
14 Tishri September 23
Hyman Reiner
14 Tishri September 23
Florence Warner Chasen
15 Tishri September 24
Abraham Zenchoff
15 Tishri September 24
Alfred Golden
Great-grandfather of Sam and Willow Golden
15 Tishri September 24
Marianne Morascini
Daughter of Jeanne and Tony Morascini
16 Tishri September 25
Tillie Moskowitz
Mother of Robert Moskowitz
16 Tishri September 25
Irving Schretter
17 Tishri
Bertha Schupack
18 Tishri
Shirley Lenore Wrubel
18 Tishri
Peter R. Lessler
Cousin of Judy Stein
19 Tishri
Gertrude Frankel Feldman
19 Tishri
Kaddish will be said for the following Yahrzeits on September 28th & 29th
Anna Eisenberg Gibson
20 Tishri
Raphael Glass
20 Tishri
Joseph Horn
Grandfather of Roberta Schwane
20 Tishri

September 26
September 27
September 27
September 28
September 28

Seymour Hochman
Mary Mangino
Adam Brown
Martha Saunders
Estelle Weiner
Wolfe Rosen
Rose Kenton

September 30
October 1
October 1
October 2
October 2
October 5
October 5

Mother of Annette Shapiro
Cousin of Rochelle Marcus
Mother of Marjorie Golden-Mossberg

Mother of Stephen Kenton

21 Tishri
22 Tishri
22 Tishri
23 Tishri
23 Tishri
26 Tishri
26 Tishri

September 29
September 29
September 29

PLEASE CONSIDER TAKING A PLEDGE TO STAND UP FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
Dear Friends, in honor of the 70th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
the Hochberg Holocaust and Human Rights Education Committee asks that you please consider
taking a pledge to Stand Up for Human Rights.
Please visit

http://www.standup4humanrights.org/en/index.html
to make your pledge. Thank you.
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A SUMMARY OF THE TEMPLE’S ANNUAL MEETING HELD JUNE 20, 2018
Dear members, you’ve received e-mails and other communications about most of what transpired
at our congregation’s Annual Meeting in June, but we give a quick summary here:
A proposed set of amendments to our Bylaws were approved. As was indicated in notices to the
congregation prior to the meeting, the significant changes were these:
 The usual unit of membership of membership in the Temple will now be a “household”
with at least one Jewish resident. This accords with our practice and is what we use
de facto with our dues system.
 We removed the term limit on Board membership.
 We removed the position of Financial Secretary, added a Finance Committee, and clarified
the role of Treasurer.
 We added the Youth and Family Liaison to the Board.
 With regard to Jews and non-Jewish fellow-travelers: We’ve generally made them equal in
membership rights and responsibilities, with the following exceptions: President, Vice
President, and Ritual Chair must be Jews. Children must be Jewish to enroll in our
educational program (a.k.a school/Jewish Explorations).
We heard a summary of the status of our two-year Vision Implementation Plan, which you will
find in the 5779 Temple Directory, which will be among the items distributed in your member
packets during the High Holidays.

It was announced that with Sheila Amdur’s leadership, we received a grant from Mansfield United
Jewish Community to hire a part-time Children and Families Coordinator. You’ll read elsewhere
about our new hire for this position, Nancy Beller-Krieger. Merle was also thanked for her work
establishing and leading J-Kids, which formed the basis for the new position.
As you’ve heard, we announced that the Natchaug CDT program will no longer be renting from
us. The last minute news of this decision resulted in a budget being presented that showed an
approximately $30,000 deficit.
Peter Malinow gave an update of the activities of the Building Committee, which continues to
gather information to inform our decisions about our building.

We will have a small uptick in the Jewish Explorations program enrollment.
Jim and Judy were thanked for their work as co-leaders for the last 2 years, following the tragedy
of David Golden’s passing.
Finally, we voted in a new Board: Anne Willenborg President, Jim Baber Immediate Past
President, Karen Drazen Brit/Community and Membership chairperson, Alex Nishball
Mishkan/Building and Operations chair, Macie Tozzoli Youth and Family Liaison, Mona
Friedland Torah V’tarbut/Programming chair, Doreen Simonsen Kemah/Treasurer, Scott
DeShong Secretary and Kesher/Communications, Judy Stein Avodah/Ritual chair, and at-large
members Gerry Berkowitz (whom the Board subsequently selected as Vice President), Glenn
Blumenstein, Gloria Gerald, and Ellie Shane. Anne will continue to represent Tikkun Olam on
the Board, but Merle Potchinsky will take over as chair of the Tikkun Olam Committee.
Rav Jeremy
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CONNECT, LEARN AND ACT WITH RECONSTRUCTING JUDAISM
RLN offers unique learning opportunities around three core
topic areas:
 Innovation and Growth
 Education and Administration
 Spirituality and Justice
Learning Networks are free to members and staff of the affiliates of Reconstructing Judaism and
members of the Reconstructionist Rabbinical Association (RRA). All others are asked to make a
donation of $54 per network.

Announcing Network Immersions in collaboration with Ritualwell
Network Immersions are new, in-depth, fee-based courses that require some coursework and a
willingness to bring your creative energy and commitment. This year we are offering:
 Food Justice
 Seasons of Our Earth
 Death and Mourning
 Writing Contemporary Liturgy
 Ritual for Trauma and Healing
 Jewish Queer Ritual
 Forgiveness and Spirituality for Therapists
Members and staff of Reconstructionist affiliated communities and Network subscribers receive a
10% discount. The full 2018-19 lineup of Network Immersions and Learning Networks is now
available at the website listed below:
LearningNetworks@ReconstructingJudaism.org.
SEPTEMBER JEWRY DUTY ROSTER
Saturday, September 1, 2018 Bagel & Bible,
9:30 a.m.
Faye Ringel. 2 other participants needed.
Friday, September 7, 2018, Friday evening Shabbat
Service, 7:30 p.m.

Friday, September 21, 2018, Tikkun Olam
VaNefesh Service, 7:30 p.m.

Sheldon Mossberg & Marjorie Golden Mossberg

Sheila Amdur. 3 other participants needed.
Friday, September 28, 2018, 6:00 p.m.
Vegetarian pot-luck dinner in the Temple's Sukkah. Please join in!

Carol & Yves Kraus. 1 other participant needed
Saturday, September 8, 2018, Shabbat
10:00 a.m.

Service,

4 participants needed
Saturday, September 22, 2018, Shabbat Service,
10:00 a.m.

Stephen Gochros, Faye Ringel, Mitzi Horowitz

Saturday, September 29, 2018, Shabbat Service,
10:00 a.m.

Friday, September 14, 2018 T.G.I. Shabbes, 6:15
p.m.

4 participants needed

Doreen Simonsen, Jill Marocchini, Fran Jaffe
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The Temple’s administrative offices will be
closed for the Holidays on:
Monday, September 10th
Tuesday, September 11th
Wednesday, September 19th
Monday, September 24th

OFFICE
CLOSED

9:30 a.m.
Tikkun Olam Mtg.
6:15 p.m. pot-luck
dinner at the Temple
7:30 p.m. Service

10:00 a.m.
Cemetery
Memorial
Service

9:30 a.m.
First Day Rosh
Hashanah
services

BULLETIN
SUBMISSION
DEADLINE ARTICLES,
EVENTS,
PHOTOS!

9:30 a.m.
Bagel & Bible
followed by
abbreviated
Shabbat Service

10:00 a.m.
Shabbat Service

7:00 p.m. A
Selichot Talk
with Professor
Jeffrey Shoulson,
“Forgiveness in
Shakespeare”

9:30 a.m.
Second Day
Rosh Hashanah
services

6:30 p.m.
Erev Yom
Kippur/Kol Nidrei
service

7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service

6:15 p.m.
T.G.I. Shabbes
wine, cheese,
and music
celebration

7:00 p.m.
Building Comm.
Mtg.

10:00 a.m. Shabbat
Service

9:30 a.m. Yom Kippur
morning Services
6:00 p.m. Evening services

7:30 p.m.
Tikkun Olam
VaNefesh
Service

~7:45 p.m.
Break-the-Fast pot-luck dinner

10:00 a.m.
Sandwich
Making at the
Soup Kitchen

MORE

7:00 p.m.
Board Meeting

ALSO ON SEPTEMBER 23rd:

SEE YELLOW
BOX TO THE
RIGHT

Erev Sukkot Potluck, First Day Jewish
Explorations, and meet this year’s
Young Emissaries
5:00 p.m. for Jewish Explorations families
6:00 p.m. for whole congregation

10:00 a.m.
Shabbat Service

4:00 p.m.
Community potluck in the Sukkah
at the No-Freeze
Shelter

6:30 p.m. Pot luck 10:00 a.m. Shabbat
Service
dinner in the
Temple’s Sukkah

SEPTEMBER 30th, 5:00 p.m. sharp
Simchat Torah
A Moving Celebration (literally)
DETAILS on page 18
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