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TEMPLE BNAI ISRAEL’S MEMBERS & FRIENDS NEWSLETTER
“...to do justly, love mercy, and
walk humbly with thy God.”

SEPTEMBER 2017

ELUL 5777 - TISHREI 5778

ימים נוראים
Yamim Noraim

High Holy Days
5778

Selichot
Saturday, September 16, 7:15 p.m.
We conclude Shabbat with a kumzitz of songs of hope and peace, transitioning through
Havdalah to songs of forgiveness and renewal, and a work party as we prepare
our sanctuary and our hearts for the High Holidays.
Rosh Hashanah
Erev - Wednesday, September 20

(Pot-luck festival dinner at 6:15 p.m., service begins at 7:30 p.m.)

Morning services begin at 9:30 a.m.
First Morning - Thursday, September 21
Second Morning - Friday, September 22
Cemetery Memorial Service
Sunday, September 24, 12:30 p.m.
Yom Kippur
Erev Yom Kippur, Kol Nidrei - Friday, September 29, 6:00 p.m.
Morning - Saturday, September 30, 9:30 a.m.
Evening - Saturday, September 30, beginning at 5:35 p.m. with Miriam’s Well
Break-the-fast pot-luck, September 20 at ~ 7:30 p.m.
Further details are in your High Holiday Brochure, which was mailed in August. If you did not receive
yours, please contact the office at 860.423.3742 or e-mail office@templebnaiisrael.org

Important October Save The Dates - further details will be sent via e-mail:
Wednesday, October 4, 6:00 p.m., Temple Sukkot Pot-Luck Dinner
Sunday, October 8, 3:00 p.m. Sukkah pot-luck dinner at the Windham No-Freeze Center
Wednesday, October 11, Joint JFEC Simchat Torah Service
Thursday, October 12, 10:00 a.m. Sh’mini Atzeret-Simchat Torah Service with Yizkor

Sunday, October 29, 3:00 p.m. Kristallnacht Observance and Program, Violins of Hope
Table of Contents on page 2
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A MESSAGE FROM JUDY STEIN, VICE PRESIDENT
Dear Friends,
Jim and I look forward to seeing you as our community soon gathers for the High Holidays. We will welcome
the new year with hope that the days ahead will include a sense of well-being and justice for all Jews and all
human beings - a hope that needs our prayers, voices, and actions to be made real. On August 13, Rav Jeremy
asked me to speak at a quickly organized Vigil Against Racism and Hate, as he could not attend. The Vigil was
held in Willimantic in response to the dreadful events that had just occurred in Charlottesville, VA. These were
my remarks:
I am a Jew.
My father, barely 18, fought in World War II. A nice Jewish boy who was determined to do
all he could to wipe out Hitler and hatred. He was badly hurt doing his bit. He never really
recovered from those physical and emotional wounds. It doesn't take much digging to find
the immigrants in my family - people who fled the horrors of bigotry in Russia, Germany and
Poland. I was always taught, and have always seen, my Judaism and my humanity as a
calling to work for justice.
I have just been through the death of one of the finest human beings I've ever known. I was
honored to share his last months with his ever-present sisters and extended family. I have
never seen any greater devotion, respect, intelligence and love. They are from Texas, Mississippi, Alabama and Washington, DC. They are African-Americans. They were hurt by this
country. And they love it. My friend attended segregated schools. He went on to become a
brilliant public-interest lawyer and ordained minister. He ministered to people of all
backgrounds. He advocated for the rights of all older people and people with disabilities.
Now, one week after his funeral, Nazis, white supremacists and fellow-travelers have spewed
hatred, racial bias and violence on our country. They carried signs and yelled: “Jews will not
replace us.” And our president … he suggested the counter protesters (like this group here)
were equally responsible. That. Is Not. True. To suggest that it is, is like suggesting the
Jews in Warsaw who rose up against the Nazis were as responsible as Hitler and his followers. They were not.
We are here to cry out. To take our country back for people who care for one another. Not
just regardless of our different backgrounds, skin color, religion, sexual and gender identity,
but in honor and love of those differences. We are here to scream out against what is
happening in our country - just 7 short months after our first African-American president
left office. We are here to announce - loud and clear: We stand against White Supremacy,
against prejudice. Against fear. We are here to bellow out for all humans who stand for
one another. We are here because we know we are one human community.
During WW II Martin Niemoller, a German Lutheran minister who opposed the Nazis, was
arrested, imprisoned and sent to several concentration camps. He managed somehow to
remain alive to the end of the War. Afterward he explained:
First they came for the Jews. I was silent. I was not a Jew.
Then they came for the Communists. I was silent. I was not a Communist.
Then they came for the trade unionists, I was silent. I was not a trade unionist.
Then they came for me. There was no one left to speak for me.

_________________

L’shana Tova Judy
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RABBINIC REFLECTIONS
I’m writing this High Holiday season reflection for The Bulletin the day after The Great
North American Solar Eclipse of 2017. Merle, Arielle, and I went up to Mansfield
Library, where Yves Kraus, Emmanuel Buzay, and some total strangers shared their
viewing glasses and pin-hole projectors with us. It was very cool. But what was beyond
cool, what was moving, was the hoard of people coming together for this science/
cosmic event/oddity; dozens of kids with their home-made cereal-box viewing
Contraptions; the guy going around seeing what everyone had rigged up, smiling from
ear-to-ear, and exulting in a very thick Chinese accent, “very good, very good!”
Watching videos on the New York Times site this morning, I was thrilled the videos of
the sun and moon, but I admit that I actually got teary-eyed at the spectacle of a quadfull of college kids whooping and cheering at the performance. It makes no more
“sense” than our ancestors’ terror or omen-interpreting activities – would the sun and
moon, noting their fans, be filled with pride and gratitude and take a bow?
But the gatherings here and around the country were demonstrations of the human spirit. We want to come
together, we want to understand, we want to celebrate, we want to make meaning. And our creativity in the
service of those desires is a beautiful miracle.
There’s a traditional blessing for seeing heavenly wonders, such as eclipses, comets, or meteors: baruh … oseh
ma’asei v’reshit, which could be translated as “Blessed is the One making Creation’s works” or “Blessed is the One
doing Genesis-deeds.” I said the b’rahah yesterday. I don’t feel a need to be dragged down the various theological
rabbit-holes that offer themselves. I know that the sun – the sun we’ve come to know through science even more
so than the one known by our ancestors – is mind-boggling and awe-inspiring in its mass and power. I know that
the coincidence of the moon passing just so in front of the sun is eerie and thrilling. These deserve to be called
“Creation’s-works” and “Genesis-deeds.” I feel myself created by and called by the same Power that inhabits (or
“makes” or “does”) these deeds and keeps calling the Universe forward. And I’m comforted and moved to tears
continued on page 8

READINGS: SEPTEMBER 2017, ELUL 5777/TISHREI 5778
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2017
11 ELUL 5777

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2017
18 ELUL 5777

Parashat Ki Teitzei

Parashat Ki Tavo

Deuteronomy: 21:10 - 25:19
This year: 21:10 - 23:7
Haftarah: Isaiah 54:1-10

Deuteronomy: 26:1 - 29:8
This Year: 26:1- 27:10
Haftarah: Isaiah: 60:1-22

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2017
25 ELUE 5777

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 2017
3 TISHREI/5778

Parashat Nitzavim/Vayeleh

Parashat Ha’azinu

Deuteronomy: 29:9 - 31:30
This Year: 29:9 - 30:14
Haftarah: Isaiah 61:10 - 63:9

Deuteronomy: 32:1-52
This Year: 32:1-52
Haftarah: Hosea 14:2-10; Micah 7:18-20

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2017, 10 TISHREI 5778
Yom Kippur

Leviticus: 16:1-34; Numbers: 29:7-11
Haftarah: Isaiah 57:14-58:14
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SHABBAT CELEBRATIONS

1st Saturday of each month, Bagel & Bible, 9:30am with abbreviated
Shabbat Service following. All other Saturdays, Shabbat Services at 10:00am.

Saturday, September 2 Bagel and Bible, 9:30 a.m.; topic: The Unique Individual, the

Community and the Work of Elul. Teachings from Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe about the import of each individual’s
uniqueness within community and the task before us in this month leading up to Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur.

Friday, September 8, 6:15 p.m.: Wine, cheese, and music celebration.

Friday, September 22, 6:30 p.m.: Shabbat Dinner at a member’s home.
HOST/HOSTESS NEEDED. Please e-mail office@templebnaiisrael.org
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TEMPLE FAMILY NEWS

Hamakom yenachem - Condolences המקום ינחם
David and Mary Ellen Goldhamer and family on the loss of David’s mother,
Lolette Kuby. May her memory be a blessing.

Toda - Thank you! תודה רבה לך
Debbie and David Stoloff would like to thank everyone for the comfort

they were given by our community following the passing of Debbie's dad,
Saul Narotsky.

Refuah Shleyma - Get Well רפואה שלימה
Sheldon Mossberg

Mazal Tov - Congratulations! מזל טוב
Marla and Mark Hauslaib are very proud of their son Aram Hauslaib for
passing the California Bar.

Mazal Tov - Congratulations! מזל טוב
\

To Ze’ve Herscovici on the Bar Mitzvah of his great-nephew, Jordan Becker

Welcome new members! ברוך הבא
Harry and Honey Birkenruth
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COMMITTEE NEWS
CARING COMMITTEE

Caring for each other in times of need
Fran Jaffe
Ellie Shane
860.228.2390
860.423.7418
franjaffe@earthlink.net
eshane01@charter.net

Thanks to Rita Pollack and her helpers, Sue Schmerl and
Merle, our leaders in August. I’d like to extend a special
thank you to everyone who helped out with the special
Shabbat Bar Mitzvah of Jordan, great-nephew of
Ze’ev Herscovici. You are all truly amazing!

DAUGHTERS OF ABRAHAM BOOK CLUB
Carol Kraus yveskraus@earthlink.net

Tuesday, September 26, 7:00pm

NOTE: New meeting Place
560 Main Street Willimantic, CT.
(hosted by Rebecca Stearns)
We will be discussing Anne Lamott’s
Traveling Mercies

Although I write this when the summer is still upon us, I
know the cooler weather is coming. I’m happy that we
can continue to bring warmth and comfort to those in
need this fall. We have Carol and Jeanne in September,
Sue Schmerl and Denise in October and Sheila in
November. If you've not volunteered for a while, please
consider partnering with Sheila and/or helping out in
December so we can have the rest of 2017 covered.
Our committee always welcomes new members. Why
not consider joining us in lending a hand to our fellow
congregants when they’re in need? It’s a pretty simple
commitment and extremely worthwhile and rewarding.
Call or email our monthly leaders or the committee cochairs, Fran Jaffe and Ellie Shane, if you or anyone you
know needs some assistance.
TIKKUN OLAM COMMITTEE, Anne Willenborg

Carpooling available.
Contact sheilabamdur@gmail.com

willenborg5@gmail.com 860.429.8725

SAVE THE DATES FOR THESE WONDERFUL EVENTS:
Our 4th annual Sukkot celebration:
OCTOBER 8, 4:00 p.m. at the No-Freeze Center in Willimantic.
Banner Making for the Walk for Warmth 25th Anniversary event!

OCTOBER 15, 10:00 a.m.

NOTE: There will be a 30 minute Tikkun Olam Meeting beginning at 9:30am.

Walk for Warmth (HOSTED BY TEMPLE BNAI ISRAEL THIS YEAR!)

NOVEMBER 19, 1:00 p.m.

We will need lots of help!

Please volunteer by e-mailing office@templebnaiisrael.org ASAP!
We continue to make sandwiches on the 4th Sunday of each month at the Covenant Soup Kitchen, collect beans
for those in need (you can leave your canned, boxed, or dried beans in the basket in our Temple’s lobby), and
deliver bread and food to the Soup Kitchen.
As noted above our next meeting is Sunday, October 15, at 9:30 a.m. All are welcome! Please join us.
Kol Tuv, Chair Anne Willenborg
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RABBINIC REFLECTIONS continued from page 4
by the human spirit that reaches beyond the limits of the self and names these phenomena with our words,
adorning them with meaning. Baruh … oseh ma’asei v’reshit, Blessed is the One doing Genesis-deeds.
In this season, though we know that sometimes the Light is hidden, may the words and rituals of our tradition
adorn your days with meaning, may your human spirit be renewed by community and understanding, and may
God bless us all with a year of peace and goodness.

JEWISH EXPLORATIONS (formerly known as Religious School) Morah Dara Bowling, morahdara@att.net
Shalom, Temple Community!
I hope you've all had a restful and restorative summer! Summer in the Bowling house has been full of blessings
this year, beginning with the arrival of our first grandson, Yaakov, on June 9th, and most recently with our
daughter, Sarah, attending Leadership Week at Camp JRF in Pennsylvania. This is the last year that they will
operate under that name. It is Sarah's hope that, next year, she will be a high school graduate working as a camp
counselor at the newly-renamed Camp Havaya.
Similarly, we're getting ready to begin another school year under our new name
(and with an updated curriculum): chaverim, I present to you

Jewish Explorations!

We are excited to hit the ground running with renewed energy as we transition to a revamped curriculum. The
main focus of our program remains the facilitation of a strong Jewish connection in all of our students as they
learn and grow. Can't wait to begin!
If you have a child between grades K-7, we invite you to come speak with Rav Jeremy and/or me about the
program. We are extremely proud of our dedicated teachers and our curious, inquisitive students, and we
continuously look for ways to best meet their needs. We would love to welcome your child into the Jewish
Explorations family!
We are also very excited to welcome Temple Bnai Israel member Stephanie Malinow
on board as our upper grades Shabbat teacher!
Stephanie is a recently retired teacher with extensive religious school experience. We are very much looking
forward to adding her creativity, talent, enthusiasm, and dedication to our teaching team.
Our new curriculum will include field trips and other adventures and will be fully in place by next year! So,
we’re all very excited to see our students in a few short weeks! In the meantime, I hope you enjoy the rest of
your summer--the leaves are already hinting that autumn is on its way.
Kol tuv, Morah Dara

THANK YOU to
our newest Bulletin and Directory
advertisers for 2017-2018:
Bulletin:
UCONN Alumni Center
RBC Wealth Management
Directory:
UCONN Alumni Center
Bearingstar Insurance
K.L. Smith Agency
Lake View Restaurant
continued next page...
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SARAH RATNER LIBRARY
Sue-Ellen Kirkham - sueellenbruriah@gmail.com, Brenda Rosen - brendarosen5@yahoo.com
Scott DeShong - spdeshong@gmail.com, Rochelle Marcus - rochelle.marcus@gmail.com

The Library Committee is very excited by many changes taking place in YOUR library! We now have two
portable, cart-based ‘annex’ libraries. One of the carts will be accessible outside the library, and the other is
located upstairs in our main lobby.

These carts will have a rotating selection of books to borrow for your reading pleasure and to enhance your
understanding of Judaism. Each cart also has complete instructions on our new check-out process. Come in and
see our new selection of books that arrive weekly!
If you have a special request, we will do our best to order it for you. You may also want to check out our wish-list
at http://www.templebnaiisrael.org/temple-library/. We are very appreciative of your wish-list donations.

We are very happy to report that the library is getting a new coat of paint this summer, and the carpets
are being shampooed! What a difference both will make in your library’s ambiance!
We are also working on new signage and creating a regular schedule of hours to be open and staffed by one of our
enthusiastic and helpful volunteers: Brenda Rosen, Sue-Ellen Kirkham, Scott DeShong, Rochelle Marcus.

Wishing you all a happy and healthy new year.
JKids of NORTHEAST CONNECTICUT
Merle Potchinsky, jkidsnect@gmail.com, 860-423-3743

By the time of this publication, JKids of Northeast Connecticut will have had a wonderful summer evening at
Willimantic's Third Thursday Festival with Temple Bnai Israel, meeting folks from our greater community,
sharing our programs, and attracting new young participants!
As Rosh Hashanah approaches, JKids is also gearing up for its programming around Jewish living and Jewish
holiday themes. We will have opportunities to gather socially too. We look forward to another year of engaging
youngsters and their families in all kinds of activities.

Wishing our JKids families and synagogue families and friends a sweet and
fulfilling new year. Shanah Tovah u'mitukah!!
For more information about JKids, our activities, or if you have questions,
please contact Merle at jkidsnect@gmail.com or 860-423-3743

2017-2018 new Directory advertisers continued
Renee’s LLC
The Windham Club
DougalART
Equity For Life LLC
Our advertiser’s support is very important to
us. Please consider doing business with them
as the need arises.
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KRISTALLNACHT COMMEMORATION - SAVE THE DATE

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2017, 3:00pm
Repair the Past by Building the Future
Dear Friends, please join us for a viewing and discussion of the film Violins of Hope: Strings of the Holocaust.
Narrated by Adrien Brody ("The Pianist" and "The Grand Budapest Hotel"), Violins of Hope follows the journey
of Israeli violin maker Amnon Weinstein in his efforts to restore violins recovered from the Holocaust and
captures the lessons and highlights the music and the instruments now bring to others.
This documentary culminates in a concert by The Cleveland Orchestra featuring the Violins of Hope at the
opening of Silver Hall in the Milton and Tamar Maltz Performing Arts Center, a former Jewish temple that was
lovingly restored and given a new life—just like the violins.

If you would like to view the trailer, please visit:
https://youtu.be/Pfu9Xw4Sehs
Our Temple is a member congregation of MAZON: A Jewish Response to Hunger

Advocacy is at the heart of everything we do.

For 30 years, we have been building an army of anti-hunger advocates. If everyone becomes an
advocate and speaks up, we can achieve our goal of systemic change.
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366 Windham Road
Willimantic, CT 06226
(860) 456-8658
Michelle Morris
tcmemorials@aol.com
tricountymemorials.com
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SAVE THE DATE
FOR OUR
GALA HOLIDAY AUCTION
The event of the year!
Saturday evening, December 2, 2017.
Wine, hardy hors d’oeuvres, fabulous vacations, exquisite gifts and surprises!

Ernie Eldridge will be our guest auctioneer!
If you would like to donate to, or be a sponsor of our auction, please complete
the form below and send it to the office no later than October 13.
Yes, we would like to be a part of this special evening!
Please check if you will be donating
_____Item for auction: This can be a gift certificate, specific item, or service. We will contact
you to arrange for pick-up if needed.
Value of donation__________ Yes, I need a pick-up_____
_____Sponsorship: Sponsorship means that you will be featured prominently in all publicity and
in the program for the evening. We will also acknowledge your donation in the January Bulletin
that goes to our broad mailing list.
Leading Sponsors will be featured with a full page in the program.
Yes, I will be a:
____Leading Sponsor-$1,000.00

_____Sponsor-$500.00

_____Auction Supporter-$250.00

Business and/or contact:__________________________________________

Mail gift cards or certificates to:
Temple Bnai Israel PO Box 61, Willimantic, CT 06226
Thank you for your donation to Temple Bnai Israel, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.
(CT tax exempt #0218123-000). Temple Bnai Israel provided no goods or services in
consideration for your donation. Please accept this as acknowledgement of your donation.

If you would like to help us solicit donations from businesses for our event, please
ask Marlene to send you a copy of our auction letter, or make a copy of the
one that appears on the next page.
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A JEWISH TEEN’S PERSPECTIVE, by Mitch Shapiro-Albert, submitted by Marcia Reinhard, Assistant
Director, Jewish Federation of Eastern Connecticut

As I walked out of Temple Beth El on the evening of June 22, following a wonderful dinner thrown in honor of
our two fantastic emissaries Guy Carmi and Tal Gilboa, I found myself in a deeply sentimental mood. Saying
goodbye to anyone for a long time can have this effect, but I found it hard to ignore. Guy and Tal, as amazing as
they are, are a part of something much greater. Getting to know them this year through the Jewish Federation’s
Jewish Community High School Program, held at Temple Emanu-El, and our BBYO Youth Group, I realized
that as happy as I was to have made two invaluable friends, I was prouder still to simply be a part of the
community of Jews that we have here on the coast and the outlying areas of Eastern CT.
That’s not always an easy thing to do for many more reasons than I have time to discuss here. For starters, it
isn’t easy to have pride in anything when you’re a teenager, let alone religion. In fact, it’s usually the age where
teens try to distance themselves from establishment and authority as much as humanly possible, which
unfortunately means pushing away family and religion, albeit to varying extents depending on the child.
Secondly, and perhaps more importantly, is that today’s day and age doesn’t exactly seem all that welcoming to
the Jewish people.
This past year, for my International Baccalaureate English class, we were tasked with writing an enormous
research paper on a topic in any number of categories. I chose to examine Donald Trump’s impact on
anti-Semitism, which was, to me, both a fascinating and terrifying topic. Between researching Trump’s behavior
on the campaign trail, his cabinet and advisors, and the growing number of anti-Semitic incidents in the United
States, I was entrenched in a feeling of hopelessness. Whether you support Trump or not, he seems to have raised
red flags in a few decisions: asking for pledges of allegiance to him while campaigning, failing to mention the
Jewish people in a Holocaust Remembrance Day statement, and appointing Steve Bannon and Stephen Miller as
Chief Strategist and Senior Advisor respectively. On top of cemetery desecrations and bomb threats, it was a
hectic transition period to be sure. Even some of his proposed policy, like the now infamous Muslim ban, sent
shockwaves throughout minority groups. If the Trump administration is trying to exclude one group for their
religion, who’s to say he’ll stop there? It’s only fair, however, to point out that he does have his own following
in Jewish Communities. Those supporters find these points to be an integral part of his indefinable personality,
and to interpret them not as threatening, but rather as symbolic gestures. Many point to his inarguable
commitment to the aid and support of Israel in Middle Eastern negotiations. Regardless of your view, today’s
era marks the beginning of another critical point in Jewish history.
It was certainly a harrowing journey, but I was glad to write the essay. As an admittedly liberal Jewish teen, I feel
it is important to educate myself on what exactly could be threatening our way of life in the not-so-distant future.
However, I also understand that what we’re facing now is a frightful and undeniable rise in anti-Semitism. While
I had finished the paper, my work had really just begun, and that’s the work of a proud Jewish teen doing his part
to speak against an encroaching onslaught.
Luckily, I’m not alone. I’m aided by the coordinators and peers in the aforementioned programs, JCHS and
BBYO. Jewish Community High School, which meets Mondays during the school year, is a place for teens like
me to go and talk about being Jewish with the Rabbis and our Young Emissaries. The emissaries prepare
programs for the teens to learn about life in Israel, while the Rabbis create themed classes to talk about Judaism in
different areas of life. This past semester, it was “Judaism in Music,” taught by Rabbis Marc Ekstrand and Ken
Alter, where we scrutinized modern works (like Regina Spektor’s ‘Samson’) for their allusions to Jewish stories
or themes that coincide with Jewish teachings. Our BBYO Youth Group works much the same way, with
programs throughout the year, planned by our elected board, regarding holidays or conventions that are coming
up. The teens in these groups help support each other in what boils down to our shared issue: we are a miniscule
minority.
I’m best equipped to speak about my own high school, Fitch High School in Groton, which is a very proud and
diverse high school. Yet in all my three years there, I’ve met approximately 3 people who share my beliefs, only
one of whom became a Bar Mitzvah.
continued on page 22
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VISIONING UPDATE
The summer has been a bit slow in the Visioning department. Following the plan presented and adopted at
our June Annual Meeting, we are beginning to work on improving the synergy between our Task Forces and
Committees, with Mona Friedland heading the effort in her new role as Programming Chair.
We’ve also begun work on the Building Committee, authorized at the Annual Meeting, to gather information
about our physical plant options. Jim Baber is consulting with the Reconstructionist Congregational Services
Department, so that we can avoid reinventing the wheel. Other congregations have asked similar questions
before, and we suppose they’ll have useful advice in how to proceed.
The Board has approved a number of committee members, with a variety of relevant skills and a diversity of
outlook, to begin conducting research, and we may add a few more individuals to the roster. As of this
publication, the Building Committee members are:
Rav Jeremy Schwartz
Jim Baber
Judy Stein
Ken Dardick
Karen Drazen
David Goldhamer
Peter Malinow
Jane Moskowitz
Lex Nishbal
Paige Sarazin

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2017, 10:00am
How do the High Holidays work?
This is a crash course for anyone who would like to learn the basics of these holidays.
We'll learn core meanings of the holidays and of their prayers. We’ll learn some tunes, and we’ll
learn some home traditions and practices.
Please let Marlene know ASAP if you plan to attend; office@templebnaiisrael.org.
If you need childcare to be able to attend, please let us know that as well.
We’ll arrange for it to happen!
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DONATIONS - THANK YOU!
5778 Chai Appeal
Janet Robertson in memory of James O. Robertson
Ida Millman
Brenda and Sidney Rosen: In honor of their three children and six grandchildren, and in honor
of the Bar Mitzvah of Jordan Becker.
Sheridan Vernon in memory of Rosalie and Sidney Vernon, Abraham and Mollie Silverstein, Jules Silver,
and Jacob Holin

Thank you to our 2017-2018 Bnaifactors - Please join them!
Sheila Amdur
Rita Pollack
Peter & Stephanie Malinow
Carol Colombo
Harry & Honey Birkenruth
Judy Stein & Ken Dardick
Glenn & Tiffany Blumenstein
Robert & Jane Moskowitz
Gerry Berkowitz
Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz and Merle Potchinsky
Ilene Reiner

Library Fund
With love from the Hochberg Holocaust and Human Rights Committee

General Fund
The Becker/Herscovici family in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Jordan Becker

Louis and Mae Heller Initiative for Holocaust and Human Rights Education for Young
Children
Sandra Roth

Judith A. Stein
Attorney at Law
Executive Director
jstein@medicareadvocacy.org
(860) 456-7790
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Opportunities for Giving

Your legacy
Our future

F UNDS :
Bnaifactors
Rabbi’s Discretionary
Capital Improvement
Beautification
Endowment
Hochberg Holocaust & Human Rights Committee
Library
Good & Welfare
Cemetery
Religious School
High Holiday Cantor
Tikkun Olam
Anne & Meyer Russian Youth Fund
Shabbes Dinner

Please consider
the Temple in your
estate planning.
Habonim Board

Donor ($500-999)
Patron ($1,000-2,499)
Benefactor ($2,500-4,999)
Habonim ($5,000+)

Books
Humashim (Torah & Haftarah Books)
$75 each for a bookplate
Siddurim (prayer book)
$30 each for bookplate

Mahzorim (High Holiday Prayer Books)
$30 each for a bookplate

Sanctuary Seat Plaques &
Memorial Wall Plaque
$250 each

I NITIATIVES :
Louis and Mae Heller Initiative for Holocaust and
Human Rights Education for Young Children

Tree of Life
in Greer Auditorium
$90 for a leaf

Windham Region Inter-faith Working Group
The next meeting of the Inter-faith Working Group will be on Thursday, September
14, 2018 at 6:30pm at the First Baptist Church of Mansfield, 945 Storrs Road, Route
195 (the church is on the corner with Spring Hill Road). Please let Sheila Amdur
know if you are interested in participating. sheilabamdur@gmail.com
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BNAIFACTORS MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
THANK YOU TO OUR
2017-2018/5778 BNAIFACTORS

PLEASE JOIN THEM!
Sheila Amdur
Carol Colombo
Harry & Honey Birkenruth
Rita Pollack
Ken Dardick & Judy Stein
Glenn & Tiffany Blumenstein
Peter & Stephanie Malinow
Gerry Berkowitz
Robert & Jane Moskowitz
Ilene Reiner
Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz and Merle Potchinsky

Many thanks also to our 2016 -2017/5777 Bnaifactors!
Sheila B. Amdur
Gerry Berkowitz
Glenn & Tiffany Blumenstein
Bruce & Sharon Brettschneider
Judy Stein & Ken Dardick
Rita Pollack
Jane & Robert Moskowitz
Eugene & Georgia Mittelman
Jerome & Nina Rosen
Martin and Randee Berliner
Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz & Merle Potchinsky
Lester E. Foster & Phyllis M. Foster Foundation, David Foster, Director

A THANK YOU FROM GERRY BERKOWITZ
I wish to share with our congregation the blessing I feel to be part of this ‘small but mighty’ community. This
past year, I shared with many of you the different aspects of my daughter’s Bat Mitzvah. Annie and I appreciate
the gifts that the Rabbi, her teachers, and friends in our community share with us. If Bat Mitzvah is a celebration,
it is a celebration of community! Although the ceremony was last March, we are only now finishing up some
aspects of this transition for Annie to become a full member of our congregation.
We are just now collecting the final donations, many from members of our congregation, for Annie’s Bat Mitzvah
project. Rav Jeremy and Annie together picked out the ‘Sulamot’ (Music for Social Change) charity in Israel as an
appropriate target of her efforts. She volunteered in support of local people with need and asked for donations to
the charity for each hour she worked. The Sulamot charity provides musical instruments and training for
Israeli children who cannot afford the cost. It is an organization run through the Israeli Philharmonic Orchestra.
Since Annie enjoys playing her double bass, she especially felt close to the work of Sulamot organization.
Sulamot can be translated as either ‘musical scale’ or ‘ladder.’
Sharing this year of Bat Mitzvah with this congregation was, in the full sense, a ladder that we climbed to be able
to look around and to see above the treetops, and to appreciate the many gifts and friends who are present in our
community. Thank you all for your many kind words and for helping to make our congregation the mindful and
warm home that it is!
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SEPTEMBER JEWRY DUTY
As you can see, we need MANY Jewry Duty participants for dates through September 16.
Please e-mail Marlene in the office to sign up. office@templebnaiisrael.org
Friday, September 1, 2017 - Shabbat Service, 7:30pm

Leanna Loomer

3 others needed!
Saturday, September 2, 2017 Bagel & Bible, 9:30am

4 people needed!

Friday, September 8, 2017 T.G.I. Shabbes, 6:15pm

3 people needed!

Saturday, September 9, 2017, Shabbat Service, 10:00am

Faye Ringel
Mitzi & Jeff Horowitz
Scott DeShong

Friday, September 15, 2017 Tikkun Olam VaNefesh service, 7:30pm 4 people needed!
Saturday, September 16, 2017, Shabbat Service, 10:00am

3 people needed!

5778 Jewry Duty Sign-Up BEGINS NOW

for the dates of
October 6, 2017 through September 8, 2018

Those of you who are old pros of our LOTSAHELPINGHANDS on-line
sign-up, head right on over and sign up. Many thanks!
For those of you who are new to LOTSA, if you have not yet used the system,
or you have not yet registered your e-mail, contact Marlene at
office@templebnaiisrael.org ASAP.
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SEPTEMBER YAHRZEITS
The following Yahrzeits will be read on September 1 and September 2
Molly Malinow

Mother of Peter Malinow

Samuel Solotaroff Korson
Bernard Semel
Sophie Silver Seplowitz
Eliezer & Lea Lipshitz
Joseph & Sarah Piotrkowski
Harry Kelman

Grandparents of Joe Petrowsky

11 Elul

September 2

12 Elul
13 Elul
13 Elul
15 Elul

September 3
September 4
September 4
September 6

15 Elul

September 6

17 Elul

September 8

The following Yahrzeits will be read on September 8 and September 9
Israel Saltzman
18 Elul September 9
Abraham Silverstein
Grandfather of Sheridan Vernon
19 Elul September 10
Molly Shifrin
Great-Aunt of Bruce Brettschneider
19 Elul September 10
Victor Frimitt
20 Elul September 11
Jeanne Kraus
Mother of Yves Kraus
22 Elul September 13
Benjamin Ballon
23 Elul September 14
Robert Drutman
23 Elul September 14
Benjamin Nathan Prague
Grandson of Edith Prague
23 Elul September 14
Evelyn Hugo Finkelman
Grandmother of Lisa Finkelman
23 Elul September 14
Joel Matthew Rinne
Brother of Sheila Amdur
24 Elul September 15
The following Yahrzeits will be read on September 15 and September 16
Harold Ringel
Father of Faye Ringel
25 Elul September 16
Israel Schreiber
Father of Bernard Schreiber
26 Elul September 17
Sam Spector
Grandfather of Lisa Finkelman
26 Elul September 17
Pauline Frimitt
27 Elul September 18
Great-Grandmother of Bruce
Esther Brettschneider
28 Elul September 19
Brettschneider
Celia Stutz Israel
Mother of William Israel
1 Tishri September 21
Frances Reiss Seliger
Mother of Joan Seliger Sidney
1 Tishri September 21
The following Yahrzeits will be read on September 22 and September 23
Carlman Frankel
Grandfather of Michael Lassow
3 Tishri September 23
Jesse Greer
3 Tishri September 23
Abraham Kesslbranner
Father of Sima Lessner and Ada Mitlisky
3 Tishri September 23
Stephen W. Schuster
Step-father of Glenn Blumenstein
4 Tishri September 24
Harry Heller
Uncle of Paul Heller
6 Tishri September 26
Sigismund Lauter
8 Tishri September 28
Geraldine Brownstein
Sister of Gene Mittelman
8 Tishri September 28
Sydney Berliner
Mother of Martin Berliner
8 Tishri September 28
Benjamin Waingrow
9 Tishri September 29
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SEPTEMBER YAHRZEITS continued:
The following Yahrzeits will be read on September 29 and September 30
Hyman Rabinowitz
11 Tishri
October 1
Eugene Feigelstock

13 Tishri

October 3

13 Tishri
14 Tishri

October 3
October 4

Hyman Reiner

14 Tishri

October 4

Florence Warner Chasen
Abraham Zenchoff

15 Tishri
15 Tishri

October 5
October 5

15 Tishri

October 5

16 Tishri
16 Tishri

October 6
October 6

Jeanne Hauslaib
Helen Rothblat

Alfred Golden
Marianne Morascini
Tillie Moskowitz

Mother of Mark Hauslaib

Great-grandfather of Sam & Willow
Golden
Daughter of Jeanne and Tony Morascini
Mother of Robert Moskowitz

A JEWISH TEEN’S PERSPECTIVE, continued from page 15
I never feel attacked or discriminated against, but I can safely say there’s no one within my school with whom I
could have a discussion regarding Judaism. These numbers help explain exactly why these programs are so
important to the Jewish youth around our communities. Without them, we have no network with whom we can
further our beliefs or knowledge about our own religion.
However, these numbers also convey what I believe to be the underlying issue with being a Jew today, which is
that without exposure and discussion, these decidedly non-Jewish areas become breeding grounds for
discrimination and hate and create the sort of people who are committing these atrocious acts of villainy. So I
began to think about what I can do to eliminate this risk and create a more educated populace to dispel any
undeserved abuse before it begins. The thought was so obvious, but it took Marcia Reinhard’s suggestion to
convince me of it. I began to talk to my history teacher about bringing Guy and Tal into Fitch for the first time
in years.
Things went slowly, since teachers and Assistant Directors become busy at the same time each year, but I’m very
proud to say that the event was coordinated flawlessly, and Tal and Guy were received incredibly warmly and
welcomingly. They gave a wonderful presentation to my history class about life in Israel, and my peers, only one
with any background in Judaism, were receptive and attentive. It felt like I had done some small part to try and
fight back the rising tide. And I was proud once again, especially of my two different worlds that had merged so
seamlessly.
As proud as I am of that day, it only inspired me to do more. In my IB Diploma program, we are responsible for
a Community Action Service (CAS) project that is exactly what it sounds like: a project that we create and grow
to aid the community in any way. My hope is that next year, as a Senior, I can bring in our next Young Emissaries
to give a few school-wide discussions to cast the net even further, because we do live in unsettling times. This is
an unfortunate but necessary action to take in our progress as a Jewish people. Individually, this is what I feel will
spur my growth as a member of the Jewish faith. And I hope everyone can find a way, be it a small gesture or
organized get together, to try and do their part to sculpt a more accepting and educated community to work
together for our future.
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9:30am
Bagel & Bible,
abbreviated
Shabbat Service
follows at
10:30am
7:30pm Shabbat
Service

10:00am
Shabbat Service

Holiday
Office

6:15pm
T.G.I. Shabbes
Wine, cheese,
and
music celebration

Closed

9:30am
Tikkun Olam
Comm. Mtg.

4:30pm
Jewish
Explorations

10:30am First day
of Jewish
Explorations
(formerly Religious
School)

7:00pm
Ritual/Spirituality
Comm. Mtg.

6:30pm
Interfaith Working
Group meet at
7:30pm
First
Baptist Church of Tikkun Olam
VaNefesh Service
Mansfield

10:00am
Shabbat Service,
and
Jewish Explorations
7:15pm Selichot,
preparing our
sanctuary and our
hearts for the High
Holidays.

10:00am
10:00am
High Holiday
Crash Course
(see page 16 for
details)

10:00am
Sandwich Making
at the Soup Kitchen
12:30pm
Cemetery
Memorial Service.

Erev
Rosh Hashanah
Rosh Hashanah 9:30am services
6:15pm:
begin
Pot Luck Dinner
7:30pm:
evening service

BULLETIN
SUBMISSION
DEADLINE

7:00pm
Daughters
Of Abraham
book club.
NEW
MEETING
LOCATION.
SEE PAGE 7

4:30pm
Jewish
Explorations

7:00pm
Board Mtg.

Rosh Hashanah
9:30am, services
begin

Shabbat Service,
and
Jewish Explorations

6:30pm
Shabbat dinner
Host/Hostess
needed

6:00pm
Yom Kippur,
Kol Nidrei

9:30am
Yom Kippur.
Morning services
begin
5:35 Evening
services begin
Break-the-fast
pot-luck follows.
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High Holiday Food Drive
During the High Holidays we traditionally ask people to donate food for the hungry. We participate in the
Neighbors Feeding Neighbors program, which is organized by the Northeast Community Food Collaborative.
The Collaborative comprises five Willimantic service providers. They have asked for a commitment from local
organizations to provide one kind of food product to them every month of the year.
We have chosen to provide beans (canned or dried pinto, kidney, black, green, etc.). Donations of peanut butter
and jams/jellies are also welcome. Items can be left in the basket in the Temple’s upstairs lobby (or beside the
basket if it is full), and we will deliver them to our service provider.
Please note that we accept donations year-round, so remember that at any time…

you may add
beans of any kind
we love it when we find
a basket over flowing
with food we then deliver
to our connection who’s the giver
and a family very near
will dine with added cheer

TODA! THANK YOU!
Many thanks are due to our amazing team of Mahzor ‘updaters’ who

diligently cut and pasted the aleynu inserts into their appropriate locations!
Approximately 200 Mahzorim were updated! This was a project that had
long been on the “to do” list is at last complete and we owe many thanks
to:

Faye Ringel
Macie Tozzoli
Alyssa Tozzoli
Susan Meisler
Brenda Rosen
Sue-Ellen Kirkham
Adrienne Marks

