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allah For The Inquisitive (adult Jewish learning)
Four Sundays in January:
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A MESSAGE FROM JUDY STEIN, VICE PRESIDENT

Tonight we'll light the 3rd Chanukah candle - well the 4th if you count the Shamesh. But we don't. While the
Shamesh lights all the other candles, we don't count it. The Shamesh allows the rest to shine. And together, one
by one, they light our early winter nights. It's the community that makes the light. So it is with us. Each of us
shines in one another's light, and many lead without much recognition.
The Board, the Development Committee, the Chanukah party organizers, the School folks - so many step up to
make our Congregation whole. And of course our dear Shamesh, Rav Jeremy, inspires us all to find our own light
and share it with others to create a spiritual community.
Jim and I thank you all for your bright selves and community-making. We wish you and yours a Chanukah full of
light and the blessings of freedom.

Judy

MISSION STATEMENT
Temple Bnai Israel is a welcoming Jewish community which offers a spiritual, religious, and social home for all
Jews. We cherish a belief in one God, the Torah, prayer and the music and beauty of our Jewish culture. We are
commanded and committed to passing these blessings on to all future generations.
We observe and celebrate Jewish traditions and laws, while remaining open to change which meets the needs of
our time, and which will stand the test of time.

We intend to be a force for good and comfort as individuals and as a whole. We seek to offer justice, tolerance,
and charity within the Temple Bnai Israel community, the larger Jewish community, and the non-Jewish worlds
within which we live.
Our synagogue recognizes the equality of all Jews. Jewish men and women, including those Jews in interfaith
marriages, are entitled to participate equally in all religious rites, and all secular and religious leadership positions.
Our congregation also reaches out to all who welcome Judaism into their lives.

We believe in the ancient teaching:
“to do justly, love mercy, and walk
humbly with thy God.”
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RABBINIC REFLECTIONS

Rav Jeremy Schwartz
Judaism is Yours; Here’s How:

If you just want to know the practical part of these reflections, you can skip this
paragraph of ideological foundations. I accept that our job is to serve God. We’re
supposed to respond appropriately to God’s creation of us. In general terms, that means
something like what my father, zihrono livrahah, called “creativity for the good.” We’re
supposed to wake up to our own holiness and the holiness of all who/that surround us,
to infinite potential, and respond lovingly. But the details and the actual practice are a
lot tougher. I think our best tool in deciding what to do and getting ourselves to do it is
the evolving civilization of the Jewish people, the conversation and meaning-making
actions of the current Jewish people along with our ancestors (and with an eye to our
descendants). (In combination with other tools available to us: American civilization,
world civilization, science….) I think the difficulty of knowing God’s will, as shown by
both philosophy and religious anthropology, gives us no other choice, and history tells
us it’s a pretty good choice. So, while from an ultimate theological standpoint we belong to God, from a practical
standpoint, Judaism belongs to the Jewish people and this Temple belongs to you.
Your ownership of the Temple will be more rewarding and productive as you gain more skills that enable active
participation. There will be several opportunities to learn those skills coming up, and you and the community
would benefit if you choose one or more of those opportunities.
Some of our Shabbat celebrations require almost no skills not only to participate, but to lead. But I’m confident
that all of our (Jewish) members can lead even the seemingly skill-heavy Saturday morning service in a way that
follows our practice. Please join me on January 25th at 7:15pm, for a Shabbat celebration leadership
training. You’ll learn what’s required for leading any of our Friday night rotation – service, TGI Shabbes wine
and cheese kiddush, Tikkun Olam vaNefesh service, dinner, leader’s choice – or our Saturday morning service or
Bagels and Bible. Outlines, instructions for services with few Hebrew or sung components, as well as more
Hebrew-and-song-rich possibilities will be provided as well as recordings and other resources. Basically, you can
do it, and we could really use more folks who are able to do it, both for when I’m away and for enriching our
experience when I’m here. (Note that we’ll have another opportunity for this training in February.)
Most of you have heard me speak of Mussar, the practice of Jewish spiritual ethics. We have a small group of
practitioners in the Temple, including me, and I know it’s been incredibly rewarding for all of us. I’m happy to
announce that I’ll be leading an introductory class in mussar this spring. Please see the article about the class,
“You Shall Be Holy,” on page 16.
Continued on page 6

Rav Jeremy will be out of the office from December 29th through January 5th
JANUARY READINGS
SATURDAY, JANUARY 7
Parashat Vayigash/פרשת ויגש
Genesis 44:18-47:27
This year: 44:18-45:27
Haftarah: Ezekiel 37:15-38

SATURDAY, JANUARY 14
Parashat Vayechi/פרשת ויחי
Genesis: 47:28-50:26
This Year: 47:28-47:31
Haftarah: 1 Kings 2:1-12

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21
Parashat Shemot/ פרשת שמות
Exodus 1:1-6:1
This year: 1:1-2:25
Haftarah: Isaiah 27:6-13

SATURDAY, JANUARY 28
Parashat Vaera/פרשת וארא
Exodus 6:2-9:35
This Year: 6:2-7:7
Maftir: Numbers 28:9-15
Haftarah: Amos 8:4-11
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SERVICES/SHABBAT DINNER

SATURDAYS: 1st: Bagel & Bible study, 9:30am, abbreviated service 10:30
All other Saturdays: service at 10:00am

Saturday, January 7, 9:30am, Bagel & Bible topic: We’ll learn from Ari Elon’s
commentary on the Torah portion Vayigash, featuring father and son, guilt and innocence, and
coded messages sent via Torah study.
Friday, January 27, 4th Friday Shabbes Dinner, 6:30pm January 27th, HOSTS NEEDED.
SNOW (and other bad weather) AND SERVICES POLICY REVIEW
Because of the prevalence of weather hype and past unnecessary cancellations, the policy is:
Services are never cancelled, but sometimes are moved to the home of Rav Jeremy and Merle; when they are,
there will be a message regarding that on the Temple’s voicemail. This allows for those who feel it
is safe to travel (including those assigned to Jewry Duty for that day) to be able to attend services.
If you come to synagogue for services on a stormy day that you felt was O.K. for travel, and no
one's here, head over to Rav Jeremy’s and Merle’s home.
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J-KIDS, Merle Potchinsky, jkidsnect@gmail.com
J-kids shared in the pre-Chanukah
celebration on December 18th enjoying
latkes, dreidels, and music with the
other children and families attending. We were
grateful for all of the volunteers' many, many
contributions!!
We will be gathering again on January 22nd
at 10:30 am to explore Israeli children culture
with Tal Gilboa, one of our Young Israeli Emissaries. These programs are
always unique and fun so we look forward to lots
of participation. For more
information please contact Merle at
jkidsnect@gmail.com or 860-423-3743.

CULTURAL TASK FORCE UPDATE submitted by Rita Pollack, Chair (rita.pollack@gmail.com)
We started to talk about where we could focus our energies. The film festival seemed to be a good place to start
and exploring music a second. Social activities at the synagogue are also on the agenda. Leanna has been working
with the JFEC Film committee in deciding the films for the spring. We would like to cooperate with them and
have some showings in Willimantic. Time and place have yet to be determined. Annette will look into some
music that could be presented. Israeli Café night will happen in April. Stay tuned for details.
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, January 17; please contact me for the time (ritapollack@gmail.com)
Everyone is welcome, so please join us if you can!
Rita

RABBINIC REFLECTIONS continued from page 4
I know at least a couple of you have expressed interest in learning to chant haftarah. Let’s make that happen.
If you’re interested, please let me know so we can schedule a convenient time for a series of lessons.
Some Jewish learning isn’t skill-learning, but learning for its own sake. Let me mention three upcoming
opportunities: The Jewish Federation of Eastern Connecticut’s four-week adult learning institute,
“Kallah for the Inquisitive” starts January 8th. I’ll be teaching poetry that responds to the Holocaust together
with Jerry Fischer. The other community rabbis are teaching other interesting topics. Turn to page 13 for full
details, and you’ll find a registration form on page 14.
This month, I also continue my series of Torah study sessions sponsored by Beth El, but open to all, that
I’m calling “The Parashah: Applied.” We’ll meet the mornings of January 29th and April 30th at 10:00 a.m. at the
UConn Hillel. Finally, a “heads up” about a program that hasn’t been scheduled yet, but about which I’m quite
excited. An outgrowth of our local Interfaith Working Group will be an Interfaith Scripture Reading Group.
What, really, is the Koran, the New Testament, the Tanakh? Do our faiths have other canonical works? What is
the variety of ways in which the different faiths read and use their scriptures? Watch for details about this
important learning conversation.
I look forward to growing, learning, and serving together!
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BNAIFACTORS MAKE A DIFFERENCE AT TEMPLE BNAI ISRAEL
In May 2016, the Development Committee launched a new initiative to help ensure that Temple Bnai Israel is
sustainable as a vibrant Jewish community today and into the future. Through direct solicitation of our members
and past supporters, we asked people to step up their annual contribution to the Temple and be recognized as
Bnaifactors, a clever take on the word “benefactor” and Bnai (children of) paying tribute to all those who have
played a role in supporting our congregation.
We are delighted to report that the following individuals have taken this pledge and are infusing our budget with
needed dollars to continue our mission, and the renewal we have undertaken this past year.

THANK YOU!
Sheila B. Amdur
Gerry Berkowitz
Glenn & Tiffany Blumenstein
Bruce & Sharon Brettschneider
Judy Stein & Ken Dardick
Michael & Gloria Gerald
Jane & Robert Moskowitz
Rita Pollack
Rav Jeremy Schwartz and Merle Potchinsky
Jerome & Nina Rosen
Eugene & Georgia Mittelman

We are accepting pledges for the next fiscal year which began July 1, 2016. Payments may be made throughout
the year. For more information about becoming a Bnaifactor, please contact Sheila Amdur at 860-477-0339 or
e-mail sheilabamdur@gmail.com

We want YOU to be a Shabbat celebration leader!
Learn how at our Shabbat Celebration Leadership Training!
Wednesday, January 25, 7:15pm
RSVP to office@templebnaiisrael.org
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COMMITTEE NEWS
DAUGHTERS OF ABRAHAM BOOK CLUB
Carol Kraus yveskraus@earthlink.net

CARING COMMITTEE

Caring for each other in times of need
Fran Jaffe
Ellie Shane
860.228.2390
860.423.7418
franjaffe@earthlink.net
eshane01@charter.net
Thank you to Carol Kraus and Susan Meisler, our
leaders in December. It is wonderful to have you back,
Carol! Fortunately for us all, it was a quiet month! Our
leaders for January are Carol and Jeanne. Like I said, it’s
wonderful to have you back, Carol.
Thank you so much to the volunteers who stepped
forward for the beginning of 2017. We’re almost fully
covered through May. Karen needs a partner in
February and Rita needs a partner in May. Please help if
you can.
Our committee would welcome some additional
members so please consider joining us in helping our
fellow congregants when they’re in need. It’s a pretty
simple commitment since we communicate through
email – no meetings! Call our monthly leaders,
Rav Jeremy or the committee co-chairs, Fran Jaffe or
Ellie Shane, if you or anyone you know needs some help.
TIKKUN OLAM COMMITTEE, Anne Willenborg
On Sunday December 4, several TBI members met
at WAIM for TBI’s “work” day. Throughout each
year, the faith groups associated with WAIM
dedicate volunteer time to them. I think I can
speak for all of us who volunteered and say we had
a fun time. We organized a lot of clothing and
medical supplies, and we re-educated ourselves
about our donations (when WAIM says no offseason clothes and no stains, they mean it!!) Thanks
to Merle Potchinsky for organizing and keeping us
on task!
The QCRR (Quiet Corner Refugee Resettlement)
program is looking to resettle another refugee
family within the next month or so, once
appropriate housing is found. The QCRR core
committee has spent time reviewing and rehashing,
and everyone feels energized to welcome another
family. We have learned many lessons already. The
first family has been in the Quiet Corner for almost
six months. The children are settled at school,
parents have jobs, and English is being learned. I
remain overwhelmed regarding how a family from
Homs, Syria, can spend 2 years in a refugee camp in
Jordan and then settle in NE CT after an extensive

Next meeting - Tuesday, January 17, 7:00pm
At the office of Gail & Joe Petrowsky,
Right Trac, 110 Main Street, Manchester

Carpooling available.
Contact sheilabamdur@gmail.com
860-477-0339
willenborg5@gmail.com 860.429.8725

vetting process. The QRCC volunteers meet on the 1st
Wednesday of each month at 6:30 pm. Attendance is
welcome and optional. More ESL teachers/helpers are
NEEDED. One does not have to have any prior
experience to participate. Time commitment is flexible.
In addition, a case manager is needed for the next family
that arrives. This is a much more labor intensive
commitment. Please let me know if you have any interest
with helping. If you are already a registered volunteer
please let Charlotte (volunteer coordinator) know that you
would like to help!
Please remember that although the Tikkun Olam
Committee may organize events, we heartily welcome all
to join us. Join us for a little or a lot, or for part of an
activity, or even let us know if you would like to do
something else.
I want to thank Stephen Gochros for continuing to be
our fearless leader for sandwich making on the 4th Sunday
of each month at the Covenant Soup Kitchen, and
Marlene for taking care of our bean donations and
helping me on a regular basis. And thank you to the TO
committee…you are a great group!!
Our next meeting is Sunday January 8, 2017 at
9:30am. Please join us.
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TEMPLE FAMILY NEWS
Mazal Tov - Congratulations! מזל טוב
Steven and Nora Stein welcomed their fifth grandchild, a beautiful grand-daughter,

McKayla Brooke Stein, December 16! The proud parents are Andy and Jenna Stein.

Mazal Tov - Congratulations!

מזל טוב

To Naomi and Jeremiah Shea who stood under the huppah before God and Community on
December 4.

Hamakom yenachem - Condolences המקום ינחם
To Mark & Marla Hauslaib and family on the passing of Mark’s brother, Brett Hauslaib.
May his memory be a blessing.

Refuah Shleyma - Get Well
Sue-Ellen Kirkham

VISIONING UPDATE FROM RAV JEREMY
There are several aspects to our ongoing Visioning
process, some of which are going great, and others are
still slowed down due to the loss of David’s leadership
and other factors. The great part: As I hope you’re
noticing, our vision process has sparked some lively
activity and renewal in the congregation. Our
programming is richer and more targeted to the
interests you expressed in our Small Group Meetings
the summer before last.
The Intellectual Task Force has arranged a series of talks
by UConn Judaic Studies professors. The Cultural
Task Force put on the very fun Kugel event in the fall,
and is bringing us an Israeli café night in the spring, as
well as cooperating on other events. The Spirituality
Task Force/Ritual Committee is planning an outdoor
service and has been thinking about how our physical
set-up can better serve our spiritual needs. They also
have plans to work on making music a more
intentional spirit-promoter and to study the history of
the Jewish spirituality of food, with an eye to practical

implications, given the congregation’s clear interest in
eating together! And, we have been implementing some
of your suggestions about services. Finally, I’m not
quite sure if this is an outgrowth of the Visioning
process, or just of the commitment of its members, but
we have an active Development Committee for the first
time in a long time, working to help us remain
financially healthy.
The Children and Families Task Force had some
productive initial conversations, but, let’s face it, the
people who are most interested in this topic are very
busy raising children! I need to pay some attention to
making the visioning process more kid-friendly so that
our parents of young kids can participate in the crucial
effort to make our community as kid-friendly as it
can be.
Finally, what we’ve called the “big ideas” haven’t been
getting the attention they need, partly because of
continued on page 11
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366 Windham Road
Willimantic, CT 06226
(860) 456-8658
Richard Brooks
tcmemorials@aol.com
tricountymemorials.com
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SAVE THE DATES

JANUARY 29, 10:00am to noon - A study session with Rav Jeremy at Beth El/UCONN Hillel,
Storrs. Rav Jeremy will continue his series on “The Parashah (the Torah Portion) - Applied.”
FEBRUARY 7, 6:00pm at Temple Bnai Israel.
Pot-luck dinner to follow.
The Intellectual Opportunities Task Force invites you to a potluck dinner and lecture with Judaic
Studies speaker Jeffrey Shoulson, Ph.D.
Dr. Shoulson is a UCONN Professor of English, Literatures, Cultures, and
Languages, and Director of the Center for Judaic Studies and Contemporary
Jewish Life.
His lecture discusses Translating the Bible; more specifically, Jewish
and Christian Bible Translations. What are the key issues? What are
some of the most important and influential translations? What makes a
translation Jewish? What are the better, or worse, translations? What is lost
and what is gained in translation?

FEBRUARY 10, Tu BiShvat Seder, 6:15pm - details soon.

FEBRUARY 19, our 10th Annual chili cook off and tasting, and our
2nd Annual February Food Fest (two fun events in one!) - see back cover!

VISIONING UPDATE FROM RAV JEREMY, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9
David’s absence, partly because of simple scheduling problems, and partly because these ideas, by their
nature, are more difficult to work on. As you’ll recall, part of the impetus for our Visioning process was that I
became convinced that doing the same things we’d been doing was not a sustainable model beyond a couple
decades. And so we’ve come to consider both significant tweaking to our “20th century synagogue” model, and
significant changes to that model. It’s become clear that a less-than-monthly Long Term Planning Committee
meeting is insufficient to address these ideas.
At our next meeting, we’ll be discussing a plan that puts the ideas back in your hands and devotes sufficient time
to them. Watch for details soon!
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An invitation to become a PARTNERS IN INDEPENDENCE Adult Mentor
WAIM is pleased to announce the next series of Mentor training for the Partners in Independence Adult Mentoring Program (PIP). Designed as a community solution to assist individuals and their families in reaching economic security, PIP focuses on supporting adults with modest resources to become more self-sufficient and selfreliant.
Volunteer Mentors create a supportive relationship with an adult Learning Partner who benefits from the Mentor’s guidance and experience, improving the Learning Partner’s ability to identify strengths and barriers while increasing capacity to progress toward life-changing goals. Mentors, after having been matched with a Learning
Partner, develop a more profound appreciation of the challenges many individuals face and the focus needed to
bring about change.
The Mentor/Learning Partner team meets regularly as the Learning Partner embarks on a journey to increase economic security. Mentors, supported by WAIM professional staff, also meet monthly to share their experiences
and ideas. Mentor training consists of four two-hour training sessions scheduled for early February 2017. For
questions or registration, please contact Adrienne Marks, Project Coordinator, at 860/456-7270, ext. 18.
According to one Learning Partner, “The best thing (about having a mentor) is having someone to talk
to.” Another wrote, “I feel more empowered, more positive about my ability to help myself, more able

to meet challenges and more engaged.”

Make a difference in someone’s life. Sign up to become a PIP Mentor today.
To all WAIM member congregations from
Doris Sciremammano, St. Paul’s Church of Willimantic
This message is to thank you, your member churches, and synagogues for the contributions they made for
St. Paul's Fall Collection (winter clothing and outer wear) that was held on November 11th. This year, thanks to
your member congregations, St. Paul's had the largest collection of winter wear and winter accessories. So many
needy people came to the church that evening to find a coat, a winter hat, scarf, or gloves. All the contributed
items are helping needy people in the community to survive winter. I have attached a photo of just a part of the
items collected. The sharing and caring of your membership is enormous.
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REGISTRATION FORM ON PAGE 14
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SARAH RATNER LIBRARY
Sue-Ellen Kirkum and Brenda Rosen are delighted to welcome Scott Deshong and Rochelle Marcus as new
volunteers to our library committee. Scott is already hard at work trying to make our library computer program
more user friendly. Rochelle will be officially joining us in the Spring but has already shared many new and
innovative ideas for the future.
Your Library Committee hopes you had a very happy Chanukah.
Sue-Ellen Kirkham, sueellenbruriah@gmail.com,
Brenda Rosen, brendarosen5@yahoo.com
Scott DeShong, spdeshong@gmail.com
Rochelle Marcus, Rochelle.marcus@gmail.com

Visit soon. You’ll be amazed (if you don’t already know)
at how extensive a collection we own!

KALLAH FOR THE INQUISITIVE REGISTRATION FORM
SEND TO JFEC BY THURSDAY, JANUARY 5th
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DONATIONS - THANK YOU!
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Michael Orenstein in honor of the High Holidays

Bnaifactor
Eugene and Georgia Mittelman
Bruce & Sharon Brettschneider

Tikkun Olam Committee
Marc Cohen

A CHANUKAH PARTY FOLLOW-UP
Our Chanukah party of December 18th was joyous, and we had a great turnout! MANY thanks you to our many
organizers from Temple Bnai Israel and Beth-El for all their efforts in bringing this event to life! Our raffle
raised $215.00, which will go directly to WAIM to assist them in all their great works.

Fun was had by all age groups!
Thanks Alyssa for being the opening act for Gerry
Berkowitz’s band, Morphus! And thanks to Stuart Sidney
for his Tom Lehrer impersonation ‘serenade’!!
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YOU SHALL BE HOLY, a community Mussar program
The World of Mussar is opening before you…and you are invited to enter.
Our community will soon be embarking on a new program of study and practice in the way of the Jewish spiritual
tradition of Mussar and everyone is invited to join.
Mussar might best be described as “Jewish spiritual ethics” and has been practiced for centuries by people who
sought to cultivate and strengthen the qualities of the inner mensch. Mussar has been undergoing a revival in the
Jewish world, and we are fortunate to be able to offer this curriculum created by The Mussar Institute, the leaders
in the field. This program is suitable for all, regardless of level of Jewish knowledge. There are no

pre-requisites nor is Hebrew required.

Come join in small group study, led by Rav Jeremy, as we explore together, in a safe and caring environment, what
the Jewish tradition has to teach us about the traits of humility, gratitude, equanimity, patience, order, and honor
(among others), and discover how you can improve these qualities in your own life.
The 20-week course will begin in February and meet every other week. You will receive a copy of the course
textbook “Everyday Holiness” by Alan Morinis, and in group meetings, and personal study and practice, we will
explore these soul traits together.
Mussar offers a Jewish pathway and a set of teachings, that will help you find your way toward becoming your best
self, and our community to reach its higher potential. The course has a suggested (subsidized) cost of $100 but less or more
will be accepted as you are able. Take advantage of this unique opportunity by registering through the Temple office at
office@templebnaiisrael.org

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL, Dara Bowling, Administrator, morahdara@att.net
Flashback: I am thirteen years old, and Morah Deren--our assistant principal--has pulled the whole older girls'
grade from our classes for the entire day. The glat kosher kitchen is filled with the sound of sizzling, punctuated by
the occasional "Ow!" as someone gets a little too close to the spitting olive oil in the pan, or gets a little too close
to the holes on the grater. Laughter and the rich, salty smell of cooking potatoes permeate the very walls. We
laugh, some of us flour-smudged, some of us oil-smeared, some of us lisping slightly from a tongue burned by a
too-soon sampling. Morah Deren approaches us, her chic sheitl covered by a blue flowered scarf as she smiles and
says in her gentle way, "Girls, look--here's some lemon tea!" She makes it for us every year, and the ice in the
pitcher clacks gently as she pours it for us, this wonderful tradition.By the end of the day, we will have
innumerable numbers of trays heaped with layers upon layers of crisp, golden-brown latkes.
Flash forward: Last week, I had the privilege of leading community time at religious school for some of our oldest
students. We were in the kitchen, grating and laughing and mixing, and the kids learned how to navigate the
flipping of the latkes. We drank lemon tea (ok, it was Snapple, but stay with me here) and filled the kitchen with
the smell of frying latkes. There was something deeply special about taking some of my favorite traditions from
my childhood and dusting them off, polishing them up, and sharing them with a new generation.
This is part of the magic of our children--those we parent, and those we teach. It is the ability to send parts of
ourselves off into the future, the ability to share what is special to us in a way that makes it special to them, too

Morah Dara and religious school students
enjoying latke-making-learning!
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JANUARY JEWRY DUTY PARTICIPANTS/NEEDS
Friday, January 6, 2017

Shabbat Service
CAPTAIN(S) Lottie & Karl Hackner
Adrienne Marks
Leanne Rand
Jill Marocchini

Saturday, January 7, 2017

Bagel & Bible
CAPTAIN(S) Jewry Duty Participant Needed
Jewry Duty Participant Needed
Jewry Duty Participant Needed
Jewry Duty Participant Needed

Friday, January 13, 2017

T.G. I. Shabbes
CAPTAIN Doreen Simonsen
Gloria & Michael Gerald
Roberta Schwane

Saturday, January 14, 2017 Shabbat Service
CAPTAIN Sheila Amdur
Carol & Yves Kraus
Naomi Shea
Friday, January 20, 2017
Tikkun Olam VaNefesh Service
CAPTAIN(S) Mona & Todd Friedland
Anne Willenborg
Lisa Finkelman & Alex Wu
Scott DeShong
Saturday, January 21, 2017 Shabbat Service
CAPTAIN(S) Paul & Annette Shapiro
Dara & Jeff Bowling
Gerry Berkowitz
Shabbat Dinner at a members
Friday, January 27, 2017
Host/Hostess Needed
home
Saturday, January 28, 2017 Shabbat Service
CAPTAIN Gerry Berkowitz
Elisabeth & Emmanuel Buzay
Martha Cutter

SIGN UP FOR YOUR 6-8 JEWRY DUTY DATES AT:
www.lotsahelpinghands.com/c/644418/

or e-mail office@templebnaiisrael.org
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Landon's Tire
611 Windham Road
Willimantic, CT 06226

Phone: 860-456-0000
landonstire.com
Hours of Operation:
Monday-Friday 8am-5:30pm
Saturday 8am-1:30pm
Se Habla Español

Judith A. Stein
Attorney at Law
Executive Director
jstein@medicareadvocacy.org
(860) 456-7790

groundedcoffeecompany.org

869 Main Street
Willimantic, CT 06226

Kenneth R. Dardick, M. D.
Nelson C. Walker II, M.D
Ayaz T. Madraswalla, M.D.
Ross L. Winakor, M.D.
Sandra Hughes, M.D.
CELEBRATING OVER 35 YEARS!
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Opportunities for Giving

Your legacy

Please consider

Our future

the Temple in your
estate planning.

F UNDS :
Bnaifactors
Temple Bnai Israel Discretionary
Capital Improvement
Beautification
Endowment
Hochberg Holocaust & Human Rights Committee
Library
Good & Welfare
Cemetery
Religious School
High Holiday Cantor
Tikkun Olam
Anne & Meyer Russian Youth Fund
Shabbes Dinner

I NITIATIVES :
Louis and Mae Heller Initiative for Holocaust and
Human Rights Education for Young Children

Habonim Board

Donor ($500-999)
Patron ($1,000-2,499)
Benefactor ($2,500-4,999)
Habonim ($5,000+)

Books
Humashim (Torah & Haftarah Books)
$75 each for a bookplate
Siddurim (prayer book)
$30 each for bookplate

Mahzorim (High Holiday Prayer Books)
$30 each for a bookplate

Sanctuary Seat Plaques &
Yizkor Memorial Plaques
$250 each

Tree of Life
in Greer Auditorium
$90 for a leaf

The Louis and Mae Heller Initiative for Holocaust and Human Rights Education for
Young Children
In honor of Lou Heller's 105th birthday, the Hochberg Committee for Holocaust and Human Rights Education
has established an initiative to honor Lou and Mae Heller for their continuous, and much valued, support of the
committee's work as well as their constant participation in its actions. This initiative will be administered by the
Committee.
This project aims to enlighten young children and their parents about a subject that is often very difficult for us
all to comprehend and discuss - the Holocaust. Collections of books and hands-on materials, as well as special
presentations, are just some of our ideas on how to put this effort into effect.
To that end, the Louis and Mae Heller Initiative for Holocaust and Human Rights Education for Young
Children will keep alive for us all the work to which they devoted themselves, and felt so deeply about.
Donations in any amount will be greatly appreciated. Please make your check payable to Temple Bnai Israel, and
mail to P.O. Box 61, Willimantic, 06226; be sure to write for L&MHI in the memo line of your check. We
will work on setting up an on-line payment option via the Temple’s web site, so stay tuned.
Kol Tuv,
Carol Kraus
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YAHRZEITS
FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY
SAVE THE DATES
Remember to light your Yahrzeit candle on the night before the date shown. It is also appropriate to come to shul
to say Kaddish on the Shabbat when your loved one’s name is read, and to give tzedakah in your loved one’s
memory. May their memory be a blessing.
The following Yahrzeits will be read on January 6 and January 7
Morris Jos. Lecker

9 Tevet

January 7

Hyman Chasen

9 Tevet

January 7

Virginia Goldberg

9 Tevet

January 7

9 Tevet

January 7

Celia Chasen

10 Tevet

January 8

Benjamin Eisenberg

10 Tevet

January 8

Abraham Lessner

Grandfather of Marilyn Moir

Father of Moshe Lessner

Hannah Hochberg Missan

Aunt of Jeanne Morascini

11 Tevet

January 9

Bernie Cantor

Father of Gail Petrowsky

11 Tevet

January 9

Sol Coleman

Father of Mona Friedland

11 Tevet

January 9

Mollie Silverstein

Grandmother of Sheridan Vernon

12 Tevet

January 10

12 Tevet

January 10

13 Tevet

January 11

Laura Kaplan

13 Tevet

January 11

Rose Lillian Rosen

13 Tevet

January 11

14 Tevet

January 12

Max Foster

14 Tevet

January 12

Reggie Schretter

15 Tevet

January 13

The following Yahrzeits will be read on January 13 and January 14
Minerva Greenfield
Mother-in-Law of Art Kirschenbaum
17 Tevet

January 15

Bennie Bassok

18 Tevet

January 16

Hattie Tufel

18 Tevet

January 16

Ruth Hillman
Robert M. Stein

John Kraus

Father of Judith Stein

Father of Yves Kraus

Tobias Gerson Gerald

Father of Michael Gerald

18 Tevet

January 16

Howard Kirschenbaum

Son of Arthur Kirschenbaum

18 Tevet

January 16

19 Tevet

January 17

Father of Sean & Travis Cohen Rappold; former
husband of Naomi Cohen
21 Tevet

January 19

Sylvia Brettschneider
Karl Rappold
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JANUARY YAHRZEITS continued
The following Yahrzeits will be read on January 20 and January 21
Sarah Mislin

23 Tevet

January 21

24 Tevet

January 22

Isaac Cooperman

24 Tevet

January 22

Eva B. Rothblat

24 Tevet

January 22

Franklin Prague

Husband of Edith Prague; Father of Joanne Prague 24 Tevet

January 22

Sarah Gelt

Mother of Edith Prague

25 Tevet

January 23

Bessie Hochberg

Aunt of Jeanne Morascini

25 Tevet

January 23

Tammie Brodie

Mother of David Brodie

25 Tevet

January 23

Neal Friedland

Brother of Todd Friedland

25 Tevet

January 23

26 Tevet

January 24

Hyman Israel

Grandfather of William Israel

Michael Ostrofsky
Joseph Hochberg

Uncle of Jeanne Morascini

27 Tevet

January 25

Joseph Kaplan

Father of Roberta Schwane

28 Tevet

January 26

Lenore Sagan

Aunt of Paul Shapiro

28 Tevet

January 26

Lillian Rubin

Mother of Georgia Mittelman

29 Tevet

January 27

Charlotte Lewis

Mother of Barry Lewis

29 Tevet

January 27

The following Yahrzeits will be read on January 27 and January 28
Reuben Rothblat

1 Shevat

January 28

Chaya Rose Moskowitz

1 Shevat

January 28

Hyman Frankel

Great Uncle of Michael Lassow

2 Shevat

January 29

George Hazlehurst

Father of Sharon Brettschneider

2 Shevat

January 29

Melvin J. Goldberg

3 Shevat

January 30

H. Louis Mandell

6 Shevat

February 2

Frances Zarowitz

7 Shevat

February 3

Simon Meisler

Father-in-Law of Susan Meisler

7 Shevat

February 3

Selma Halperin

Mother of Randee Berliner

7 Shevat

February 3

Remember to light your Yahrzeit candle on the night before the date shown.
It is also appropriate to come to shul to say Kaddish on the Shabbat when
your loved one’s name is read, and to give tzedakah in your loved one’s
memory. May their memory be a blessing.
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9:30am
Bagel & Bible,
10:30am Shabbat
Service
4:30pm
Religious School
Special Wednesday

9:30am
Tikkun Olam
Comm Mtg

7:00pm
Spiritual & Ritual
Comm. Mtg.

DEADLINE
FOR
BULLETIN
ARTICLES &
EVENT
LISTINGS

4:30pm
Religious School
7:00pm
Daughters of
Abraham Book
Club

7:00pm
Board Mtg.

10:00am
Sandwich Making
at the Covenant
Soup Kitchen

4:30pm
Religious School

10:30am
J-Kids/Young
Emissary Program

7:15pm
Shabbat Celebration
Leadership training!

10:00am
Study session with
Rav Jeremy and
Beth El at
UCONN Hillel

10:00am
Shabbat Service

4:30pm
Religious School

10:30am
Family Mitzvah
Sunday

10:00am
Mussar Va’ad

7:30pm Shabbat
Service

6:15pm
T.G.I. Shabbes

10am
Shabbat Service,
Shabbat
Experience

1:00pm
Library Comm.
Mtg.
7:30pm
Tikkun Olam
VaNefesh Service

10am
6:30pm
Shabbat Service,
Shabbat dinner at Shabbat
a members home. Experience

Host/
Hostess
needed

Kallah for the Inquisitive:
JANUARY 8
JANUARY 15
JANUARY 22
JANUARY 29
INFO/REGISTRATION FORM
ON PGS. 13 & 14

Rav Jeremy
will be out of
the office
December 29
through
January 5
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