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Madison, CT

I want to recommend Joomla for building the Temple’s new web site. I went to a 2-hour seminar on this free online content management system (CMS) this week. The free seminar was hosted by our current ISP, Cybershore, at their offices in Madison, Connecticut. Cybershore is using Joomla themselves in building new web sites for their clients and are very excited by its power and flexibility. Not only is Joomla free, but programmers have been creating “modules” that interface with Joomla to perform specific extra functions (calendars, shopping carts, forums, etc.) and offering those for free online as well. 

One of the attractive aspects of Joomla is that there is an abundance, thousands in fact, of web page templates out there, free for the downloading, that relieve a small, poor organization from having to pay a designer to create that custom “look.” And, because of all the free add-ons that interface with Joomla, we should be able to find just about any doo-dad we want to make the site function in the ways we want.
Another very attractive aspect – we already have a business relationship with Cybershore as our ISP and they are very excited about Joomla. If we were to move our web site hosting over to them, they would provide us with space on their server to construct our new site in Joomla, while maintaining our existing site. 
Joomla is not an HTML editor that you use off-line. The site you create with an HTML editor is called a “static” site. All the information in the site is coded in, bit by bit, by a web site designer. Joomla is a content management system that takes “modules” of code from a database and organizes it. The site is “dynamic” with all of its information online and live. It is similar to Word Press, but is much more robust and adaptable. 

I think that using Joomla, we can construct the site in-house, probably in its entirety. I believe the folks at Cybershore would be willing to help us in small ways for free because they are learning about it themselves. And, if we did need professional help with a particularly thorny issue, they would be an excellent resource. 

I did pick up a few tips on getting started with Joomla and will browse around online for now to see what all is out there. I encourage you to do the same. If we are going to try this, the first step would be moving our hosting from One Web Hosting to Cybershore. I would also like to purchase a book on Joomla that I saw at the seminar. Then, we download the software and get started. We can take as long as it takes to get it right and, more than one person can work on it because it’s all online. And, it’s FREE!
Yours truly,

Tierney Tully, Administrative Assistant

Temple Bnai Israel
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