General comments

This is wonderful and a vast improvement.  I think one general challenge to consider is how to get the site to present the right “feel” of what we’re generally like.  I think although the draft is much better than the current, it still feels pretty “business-like.”  I wonder how we could give a more “homey,” caring, fun community feel.  Probably pictures, for one thing!  
Home page

As we noted, the word “services” in the left hand menu can be ambiguous (though most Jews will understand this correctly).  Is “Shabbat & Holiday services” too long?  I think it is too long.  I don’t think “services” is ambiguous in this context.  
I might think “membership” or “membership & support” should be in the top-level, left-hand menu, rather than under “about us.”  I think this is a good idea.  But we need to put something on the page besides David Golden’s name!  
Although most people know to cut and paste an address to mapquest or something, I would put a clickable “directions” on the home page near the address.  This is good idea but I’d put it in the contact us and rename is “Contact Us and Directions.”
Here is a link for the google map

http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=345+Jackson+St,+Willimantic,+CT+06226&sll=51.477137,-0.456403&sspn=0.04854,0.151577&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=345+Jackson+St,+Willimantic,+Windham,+Connecticut+06226&z=16
I think the home page should include “Member: Jewish Reconstructionist Federation” because that’s really part of who we are.   I’m not as sure if WAIM  needs to be there, though maybe.  And even less sure about Mazon and Covenant Soup Kitchen.  I agree regarding JRF.  If should be in the general description (with a hot link).  I think WAIM, etc needs to only be under Tikkun Olam   
Not sure about that quote from the brochure as the lead welcome message.

Some other possibilities:

concise and action-oriented adaptation of current mission statement:

Temple Bnai Israel offers a spiritual, religious and social home for all who welcome Judaism into their lives.  

We pass the blessings of Torah, prayer, Jewish culture, and belief in God to future generations.

We observe and celebrate Jewish customs that are rooted in tradition, but continue to change.

We are a force for good and comfort as individuals and as a whole.  

We seek to offer justice, tolerance and charity within the Temple Bnai Israel community, the larger Jewish community, and the non-Jewish worlds within which we live.

We follow Michah’s ancient teaching: do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with your God.

Something I made up thinking of a possible new, more concise mission statement:

I like this one, and we can hot link the JRF.
Temple Bnai Israel is an  egalitarian and welcoming community affiliated with the Jewish Reconstructionist Federation. We use the tools of  Jewish civilization, including Torah and mitzvah, ritual, culture, and community, in order to accomplish tikkun nefesh (healing the self) and tikkun olam (healing the world). 
based on Barbara’s school brochure


Temple Bnai Israel is a Reconstructionist community synagogue serving about 100 Jewish families throughout northeastern Connecticut.  We are egalitarian and embrace the diverse individuals and families we count as members.  

Our synagogue recognizes the equality of all Jewish men and women, including those in interfaith marriages.  Our congregation also reaches out to non-Jewish family and fellow-travellers who welcome Judaism into their lives.

Torah – Learning

It would probably be nice to get me to say something interesting, but not overly intellectual as an introductory paragraph on our general approach to Torah and Learning.  But that’s certainly not required before “going live.”   That would be great, but I agree we don’t have to wait.  
Under Religious School:

Temple Bnai Israel has a Religious School and Shabbat Experience program for children in grades pre-K through 7 and will be expanding to include preschoolers.  We also have a playgroup for infants and toddlers and their parents. The innovative Shabbat Experience meets two or three Saturdays a month and combines participation in the main service with age-matched Jewish learning and exploration. Once Sunday a month, we gather for a Family Mitzvah Workshop, in which students and their families learn and do together.  Beginning in Third grade, students receive individual Hebrew tutoring on Wednesday afternoon.   

Our mission is to facilitate the growth and empowerment of each of our children, helping them to realize their potential as Jewish human beings.  We specifically nurture our children’s growth in four areas: 
· Spiritual development 
· Torah and mitzvot 
· Our history, language, and culture 
· Identification with the Jewish community
I like this wording better.  But it is hard to know whether to repeat this.  I think I’d prefer it not to be repeated.   But because this page appears under Torah-Learning and directly from the left rail I think you should include both paragraphs on the Religious school page but only the second paragraph on the torah-learning page?  It is more general.  
after clicking “religious school”
top paragraphs as above?

don’t need the bat/bar mitzvah class roles, but could use a page about “bat/bar mitzvah at Temple Bnai Israel” that explained our approach and training methods.  I guess I’d have to write that?

current school year schedule should explain hours as well as dates
Under Adult eductation:

[I think the program is too variable for this version of a generic paragraph.  (Also true of our brochure).  Maybe something like: We offer a frequently changing selection of opportunities for formal and informal learning and engagement with Jewish civilization.  For current offerings, click here. To make a suggestion, …]

I like most of the current wording, we offer most of this stuff at any one time.  And the page is very changeable.  I think your paragraph would work well on the Torah Learning top page.  Then use the current paragraph once you are on the Adult ed page.  Except I’d eliminate the wording “commemorating historical events”  That was something that was specific to this past year. I also think we shouldn’t say we welcome new leaders.  It sounds like we are unorganized (which we are).  I’d say just “we welcome new ideas.”  And then give the email address of the Learning person – Marian?
after clicking “adult education”

see note above about generic paragraph

current and upcoming offerings/classes link section could be labeled as such

I’ll try to get Judy and Ellen/Sue to give us some wording for Services and Caring.
I changed the wording for Tikkun Olam, bringing lots of the content to the top page.   It makes the committee page odd.  I’ll talk to Anne and figure it out.  I do think we need to link the Greening Committee from Tikkun Olam.  I used the Busay’s excellent working.  Tierney, can you put a link to the committee at the bottom?  I couldn’t figure out how to do that.  I like the way the Greening Committee did theirs.
  Rav Jeremy, is the quote OK?  Do I have the Jewish terms right?
